f : 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. FOR OFFICIAL USE. 











AND 


COMMERCIAL GAZETTE 


{REGISTERED AS A NEWSPAPER] 








Vol. CII. (,%%,) No. 1191.] | SEPTEMBER 25th, 1919. [Price Sixpence. 








SPECIAL CONTENTS. 





KEY INDUSTRIES IN AMERICA. 


CZECHO-SLOVAKIA: AN IMPORTANT MARKET. 


THE ANZAN STEEL WORKS IN MANCHURIA., 


PAN-PACIFIC ENGINEERING CONGRESS. 


JUGO-SLAVIA: 
INDUSTRIES AND COMMERCE. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TEXTILES IN AMERICA. 





LONDON : 
PUBLISHED BY HIS MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE. 





To be purchased through any Bookseller or direct from 
H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE at the following addresses : 
ImpERIAL Hovsz, Kinasway, Lonpon, W.C.2, and 28, ABrinepon STREET, Lonpon, S.W.1; 
37, Peter Street, MancuesTER; 1, St. ANDREW’S CRESCENT, CARDIFF; — 
23, FortH STREET, EDINBURGH ; 
or from E. PONSONBY, Lep., 116, Grarron Street, DUBLIN. 


























bo 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


SEPTEMBER 25, 1919. 





nc 


The Department of Overseas Trade 


(Development and 


Intelligence), 


4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, S.W. 1, and 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


* Advantage, Vic, London.” 


TELEGRAMS Copz: A.B.C., 5th Edition. 


Victoria, 9040. 


TELEPHONES London Wall, 4718 and 4717. 
(Private Branch Exchange.) 





DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS: 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (DEVELOP- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
| all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations cen- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of Ge.man and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 


Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘‘Board 








of Trade Journal’? dated 8th May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, 
S.W.1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Bcard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas ‘Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 78, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 4, 
Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, S.W. 1. 








OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special on gl affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 


The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
lt is not open to non-British traders. 

Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shorld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
———. Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

naon, &.v. 4. 





FORM K. 


Hi.M. Consular Officers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and Britis 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in tkese organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. | 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39. 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. - 
Act, and it is hoped that the few dissentients will even. 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL. tually come to the same decision. Many Comuaitteas 


The President of the Board of Trade has established 
un internal Administrative Council, which includes the 
Parliamentary and Permanent Secretaries and the 
heads of the chief Administrative Departments. The 
Council will meet regularly and frequently to deal with 
current business involving questions of policy. 

Sir H. Llewellyn Smith, G.C.B., Permanent Secre- 
tury of the Board of Trade, has been appointed by His 
Majesty’ s Government to the post of Economic Adviser 
with reference to the larger National and Imperial 
economic questions, especially for the present those 
arising out of the Peace Se ttlement and the transition 
to normal conditions. He will retain close connection 
with the Board of Trade in the capacity of Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Administrative Council, over which he will 
preside in the absence of the President of the Board otf 
‘Trade. 

In order to fill the vacancies caused by the appoint- 
ment of Sir H. Llewellyn Smith and the transfer of 


Sir William I. Marwood, K.“'.B., to the Ministry cf 
Transport, the President of thi Board of Trade has 


appointed Mr. 8. Chapman, C.P., C.B.E. (Senior 
Assistant Secretary, General Economic Department), 
and Mr. H. A. Payne, C.B. (Comptroller of the Com- 
panies Department), to be Joint Permanent Secretaries 
of the Board of Trade. 

The Administrative Council referred to above is quite 
distinct from, and in no way supersedes the Board of 
Trade Advisory Council, on which manufacturers, 
traders and Jabour are represented. 





THE PROFITEERING ACT. 





SETTING UP MACHINERY. 
The Profiteering Act, 1919, which became law on the 
19th August, confers various powers upon the Board 


of Trade with respect to the sale of articles to whicn 
the Act is applied, and also with respect to Trusts and 
similar organisations affecting prices. 

These powers may be summarised as follows :— 

(1) To investigate prices, costs and profit at 
stages: 

(2) To receive and investigate complaints regarding 
the making of excessive profits on the sale of 
articles. 

(3) To obtain from all sources inforraation as to the 
nature, extent, and development of trusts and com- 
binations of a similar nature. 

The Act empowers the Board to establish or authorise 
Local Authorities to establish local or other Committees 
to which the powers of the Board may be delegated. 

It is proposed to carry out the Act by:— 

(1) Appointing a Central Committee to which powers 
will be delegated to obtain information regarding 
trusts, to investigate prices, and to investigate 
complaints relative to excessive profits on the 
wholesale sale of articles; 

(2) Delegating to Local Authorities in England, Scot- 
land and Wales, power to establish Local Com- 
mittees, whose duty it will be to investigate com- 
plaints regarding retail prices. 

The Central Committee which has been established 
will be divided into three Standing Committees, one of 
which will investigate prices, another will receive and 
determine complaints, and the third will 


all 


aequire in- 
formation about trusts. Mr. C. A. McCurdy, K.C., 
M.P., has been appointed Chairman of the Central 
Committee, and he will Cr Officio preside OVer al] the 
meetines of the Standine Committees. There will 


probably be from one hundred to one hundred and fifty 
members of the Central Committee. and no etfort has 
been spared to make it a fully represeutative body. 
The Local Authorities have responded very well to 
the invitation of the President to appoint Local Com- 
mittees. The great majority (over 900) have expressed 
their willingness to co-operate in the working of the 








have already been formed, and are commencing oper. 
ations. A fair number of Local Authorities are apply. 
ing for permission to set up Joint Local Committees, 
and, as a general rule, no objection is made to this. 

Appeal Teihbunale. to which a dissatisfied seller may 
appeal, have been set up by the Board. Every adininis. 
trative county in England and Wales, and every Sherif. 
dom in. Scotland will have its Appeal Tribunal. 

The Board of Trade are authorised to make regula. 
tions providing for the constitution, powers and _ pro- 
cedure of Local Committees and Appeal Tribunals, and 
these have now been issued. A complaint must be 
lodged, in respect of a retail transaction, with the Local 
Committee within four days, and in respect of a whole. 
sale transaction with the Complaints Committee within 
seven days. 

It should further be pointed out that the Act only 
applies to those articles to which it is applied by the 
Board. At present the Act has been applied to articles 
of wearing apparel, household utensils and requisites, 
articles used for mending and knitting, furniture and 
building materials, and articles of food which are not 
controlled. 

Negotiations are pending regarding the application 
of the Act to Ireland. 


—-- 


COAL. 
WEEKLY OUTPUT IN TONS. 

Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output ot 
coul during the four weeks ended 18th September are 
given below. 

The production for the week ended 13th September 
was 20,000 tons less than for the previous week. Dur- 
ham showed a substantial increase ot over 29,000 tons, 
but in most of the other districts there were slight de- 
clines, which in the aggregate brought the total output 
down to 4,489,816 tons, against 4,509,863 tons. 








District. 25rd,Aug. Wth Aug. 6th Sept. 13th Sept. 
Northumberland 215,200 225,505 219,985 224,201 
BE. xeensichincauhes 606,831 646,671 615,276 642,725 
Os 162,658 490 630 087 ,609 676,012 
Lancashire, Cheshire 

and North Wales... 418,892 426,702 417,560 418,992 
Derby, Nottingham 
and Leicester ...... 599,263 564,188 567,951 550,781 
Staffordshire, Shrop- 
shire, Warwick and 
Worcester _.......... 554,416 540,492 343,872 398,129 
South Wales and 
Monmouthshire 975,558 950.380 934 492 921 187 
Other Engfish  Dis- 
RE acta cecal aici 94,936 94.085 95.473 92,630 
SS rrr 622.028 616.332 629,665 625,159 
ree 2.989.762 4, 354. 983 4.509.863 4,489,816 
SUMMARY SINCE MAY 381. 


The total production weekly of coal since 31st May, 


1919, is given below :— 
Tons. 
May 31st 4,812,595 
June 7th... 1.644,034 
June 14th ... 3,256,508 
June 21st ... 4,736,841 
June 28th ... 4 806,933 
July 5th 4 728,588 
July 12th 796,148 
July 19th § 893,652 
July 26th 2.537904 
August ! ond 3,614,776 
N\ugust 9th 2 642,895 
August 16th 3,726,499 
August 23rd 3,989,762 
August 30th oes ” . 4,854,988 
September 6th... Sie ms .. 4,509,868 
September 13th 4,489,816 
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PRIVATE REMITTANCES TO AUSTRIA, 

The Board of Trade give notice that no further licence 
is required for the remittance of money by way of gift 
for maintenance purposes to persons resident in Austria. 
It is, however, pointed out that the payment of money 
owing to such persons remains prohibited in accordance 
with the provisions of the Trading with the Enemy 
Amendment Acts. 





THE “ MONTHLY BULLETIN OF STATISTICS.” 





THIRD ISSUE. 

The Third Issue of the “‘Monthly Bulletin,’’ which 
includes figures received up to 5th September, has, like 
its predecessors, been prepared by the Statistical De- 
partment of the Board of Trade. The Inter-Allied Com- 
mittee to which the Supreme Economie Council has 
entrusted the supervision of the Bulletin have under 
consideration the concurrent issue of French and 
English editions, so that the differences of notation may 
hamper as little as possible the use of the material pre- 
sented in its tables. 


Aiter an interval of more than five years, statistics of the 
import and export trade of Belgium have again become 
available. Excluding the goods reaching Belgium through 
the agency of the Belgian Relief Commission, the aggregate 
weight of imports to Belgium in the first seven months of 
1919 was approximately 1,649,000 tons, compared with 
18,788,000 tons in the corresponding period of 19138. While 
the value of imports has fallen by only 17 per cent. com- 
pared with 1913, the quantities of goods imported have 
diminished by more than 90 per cent. The total weight of 
merchandise exported was about 34 million tons in 1919, 
or about one-fourth of the weight of exports in the same 
period of 1913. Coal, coke, and briquettes accounted for 
fully two-thirds of the exports in 1919. The excess of 
imports amounted to 1,618 million francs (643 million £’s at 
par, or 431 million £’s at current rates of exchange). The 
corresponding excess of imports for the first seven months 
of 1913 amounted to only 588 million franes (233 million ©’s 
at par). 

Prick Movements. 

The particulars given in the present issue of the Bulletin 
include figures relating to the course of Italian and of 
Swedish wholesale prices and details of the index numbers 
ot the French Ministry of Labour and of the United States 
Bureau of Labour in addition to the continuation of the 
records presented in the preceding issue. From the informa- 
tion now available it would appear that, after some small 
reduction in the spring of the current year, prices have 
everywhere resumed their upward tendency. 

In comparing the movements shown for different countries, 
it will be observed that the advance has been less in the 
United States than in Japan, and less in Japan than in the 
United Kingdom. In France and Sweden the index numbers 
show at the latest date roughly similar advances from pre- 
war prices, and the movement in Italy, as measured by 
Frofessor Bachi’s calculations, has been somewhat greater 
than in France. There would appear to have been some 
improvement in Italian prices as compared with those ruling 
in the later months of the war, in spite of the recent 
tendency upward, 

Tre Wortp’s SuGAar Crops. 

A new Table has been prepared showing the world’s pro- 
duction of raw cane and beet sugar during each of the last 
SIX Sugar seasons. From this survey it appears that the 
world’s production of raw cane sugar (excluding the Indian 
crop, which is consumed locally) rose from 7:5 million tons 
in 1913-4 to 9-7 million tons in 1918-9, an inerease of 2-2 
million tons. In the case of raw beet sugar, however, the 
world’s production dropped from 8:9 million tons in the 
former season to 4:3 million tons in the latter, a decrease 
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of 4:5 million tons. On balance, there was therefore a 
deficiency in the world’s supply of sugar in the season just 
ended (1918-9) compared with pre-war supplies amounting 
to approximately 2-4 million tons. In the season 1917-8 the 
deticiency was somewhat less, namely, 1-4 million tons. The 
seuson of 1918-9 is thus estimated to show a decline in sugar 
production of about 14 per cent. compared with 1913-4. But 
tor the increase in the Cuban output, from 2°6 million tons 
in 1913-4 to an estimat2d 4 million tons in 1918-9, the decline 
would have been much more serious. The latest reports 
indicate that for 1919-20 the world’s crops are likely to fall 
short of those of the previous season by about 400,000 tons. 





It is notified that Messrs. R. M. Armstrong, O. Con- 
nolly, P. M. Fallon, T. Healy, P. J. McLoughlin, J. 
Moloney, P. J. O'Grady, J. J. Reilly, and A. Stratford, 
of the Royal Irish Constabulary, and Messrs. J. Dros- 
nan, M. Davis, and P. J. MeCarthy, of the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police, nominated under the 8th Section 
of the Weights and Measures Act, 1904, have passed 
the examination provided for under that Section. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
: TRADE. 





COMMERCIAL DIPLOMATIC APPOINTMENTS. 
In continuation of the lists of appointments in the 
new Commercial Diplomatic Service given in recent 
issues of the “‘Journal,’’ the following additional acting 
appointment is now announced :— 
Mr. Richard Edward Kimens, Acting Commercial 
Secretary (Grade 1), H.B.M. Legation, Warsaw, 

Mr. Kimens was for ten years managing director of a 
chemical company in Poland (Strzemieczyce Co.). At the 
same time he was on the board of directors of a silk firm 
at Bialystock, and a pottery firm at Warsaw. 

For two years he was managing director of the Polish- 
German Russian Manure Syndicate, and for one year 
secretary of the Polish Cement Syndicate. In 1913 he 
wis invited by the Russian Government to represent the 
Polish Chemical Artificial Manure Syndicate on the com- 
mittee appointed to revise the German-Russian Commer- 
cial Treaty. 

In addition to his business career, Mr. Kimens was also 
unsalaried British Vice-Consul at Warsaw for many years. 
In December, 1918, he was appointed Assistant Com- 
missioner to the British Mission in Poland. 





MOVEMENTS OF COMMERCIAL SECRETARIES. 

Mr. W. F. U. Scott, H.M. Commercial Secretary for 
Chile, has left to take up duties at his post, and com- 
munications should now be addressed to him at H.B.M. 
Legation, Santiago. It should be noted that Mr. Scott’s 
district is to include Chile alone, as authority has been 
given for a separate post for Bolivia. 

Mr. E. C. D. Rawlins, H.M. Commercial Secretary 
for Greece, has also left to take up his duties at his 
post, and communications should be addressed to him 
at H.B.M. Legation, Athens. It should further be 
noted that Mr. Rawlin’s district is to include Greece 
alone, as authority has been given for another post for 
Jugo-Slavia. 

Mr. E. Hambloch, H.M. Commercial Secretary for 
Brazil, who has been on a visit to this country, has now 
returned to Rio, and communications should be ad- 
dressed to him at H.P.M. Legation, Rio de Janeiro. 
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Special Articles. 





“KEY INDUSTRIES” IN AMERICA. 


THE WAR DEVELOPMENT. 

There were before the war certain “‘key industries” 
for the products of which the world had largely become 
dependent upon Germany. Of them the best known 
examples were optical glass, chemical glass-ware, 
potash and its compounds, dyes and related coal-tar 
chemicals. We have from time to time dealt in these 
columns with the measures taken in Great Britain, 
during and since the war, to make this country as 
far as possible self-supporting in these essential pro- 
ducts. In the United States similar problems had to 
be faced and solved, for though America did not be- 
come a belligerent until 1917, imports from Germany 
declined very rapidly after war had broken out in 
Europe. We have received a series of reports issued 
by the United States Tariff Commission in which the 
progress made by the Americans to develop their key 
industries is described in considerable detail. The most 
interesting of the series, because of the similarity of 
the problems dealt with on opposite sides of the Atlan- 
tic, are the volumes devoted to the industries already 
mentioned :—Optical glass, chemical glass-ware, the 
potash industry, dyes, and coal-tar chemicals related 
to dye production. 


OPTICAL GLASS. 

Up to the end of 1917 optical glass was not manufac- 
tured in the United States. It was imported, 
rough cut or unwrought, principally from  Ger- 
been de- 





many, where a_ great industry had 
veloped after years of scientific research and 


experiment. In 1913 the United States imports of 
optical glass plates and discs were valued at 506,594 dols. 
and in 1914 at 617,703 dols. of which 50 per cent. came 
from Germany, and 27 per cent. from Great Britain. 
During 1915 the imports from Germany were fairly 
well maintained, and those from this country in- 
ereased, but in 1916 Germany practically disappeared 
as a source of supply. In 1917 the United States en- 
tered the war and the naval and military demands for 
optical instruments compelled the home production of 
suitable varieties of glass. The Carnegie Institution 
and the United States Bureau of Standards co-operated 
with four American manufacturers, and sufficient sup- 
plies of five types of glass were produced in 1918 to 
meet, with the imports from Great Britain and France, 
the requirements of the Army and Navy. By April 
the industry had so far got upon its feet as to turn, out 
28,157 Ib. of glass. Thenceforward progress was 
rapid; 46,538 lb. in May, 85,295 lb. in June, 93,239 
lb. in August, and, finally, 95,563 lb. in October. The 
principal types produced were ordinary crown, boro- 
silicate, barium crown, light flint and dense flint. 

All the varieties of optical glass required for domestic 
consumption have not yet been produced in America. 
The country was obliged, even in 1918, to import about 
half the pre-war consumption of unwrought glass, and 
a large number of optical instruments. It is pointed 
out that the Jena works in Germany required five years 
of scientific research and experiment before developing 
28 new types of glass, and that before the war Jena 
was practically without a competitor. America could 
not, therefore, expect in less than three years to reach 
the level of knowledge and efficiency occupied by Ger- 
many. The report contains a description of the pro- 
eess by which during 1918 the manufacture of the glass 
in the pots was completed in 24 hours, a saving of a 
day on the old method. The more rapid American 
method, due chiefly to early stirring, is claimed to yield 
optical glass of the best quality, wholly free from bub- 
bles, of greatly improved colour, and also more free 
from strie. 

Unwrought optical glass is admitted duty free; glass 
in a finished state and as part of optical instruments 
is also free of duty when imported by educational in- 
stitutions for their own use. The glass producers now 
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desire protection in order that the new industry may 
be developed. 
CHEMICAL GLASSWARE. 

Before 1915 practically all the chemical glass utensil 
used in America were imported, mainly from Germany 
and Austria. Since that year the industry has beep 
established in America, where seven firms now produce 
factory-blown ware, and upwards of ten shops are ep. 
gaged upon lamp-blown and volumetric ware. Not 
only are American factories now supplying the domes. 
tic demand, but during 1918 they exported chemical 
elassware to more than 17 foreign countries. In 19}3 
the imports were estimated to range between 1,200,00 
dols. and 1,500,000 dols. By 1915 the United States pro. 
duced 950,319 dols. worth in their own shops and fae. 
tories, and by 1918 the home production had gone np 
to 2,865,774 dols. There are no factories in Amerie; 
engaged exclusively in producing chemical _holloy 
glassware, and it does not form a large part 
of the operations in the old-established factories, 
which since the war began have taken up _ the 
work. There have been no_ imports _ since 
1915, and during the second half of 1917 the United 
States became exporters for the first time in their 
history. 

Imported chemical glass utensils, if used for manu- 
facturing and commercial purposes, are subject to a 
duty of 45 per cent. ad valorem. They are duty free 
if imported for the use of educational institutions. Be. 
fore the war some two-fifths of the imports were duty 
free. The manufacturers now urge that this provision 
for educational imports should be withdrawn and all 
chemical glassware made dutiable at 45 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

POTASH. 


In 1913 the United States imported 270,720 short 
tons (2,0001b.) of actual potash content (K,O) of potash 
salts. Of this total over 99 per cent. came from Ger- 
many, and there was no potash industry in the United 
States. Since then the imports have declined almost 
to a vanishing point, and during 1918 there were seventy- 
cight firms engaged upon the production of potash com. 
pounds. Their output was 192,587 short tons of crude 
material, containing 52,135 short tons of K,O. 

CREATING THE INDUSTRY. 


The newly developed American supplies of potash 
are derived from many sources, and are the result of 
many processes. In some cases the substance is a 
by-product of other industries; in others it is the pri- 
mary product. During 1915 the work done was chiefly 
experimental, and commercial production did not really 
start until the following year. The output then rapidly 
advanced. In 1916 the quantity of K,O0 was 9,720 
short tons, in 1917 it was 32,573 short tons, and in 1918 
it was 52,135 short tons. 


SOURCES. 


The United States were fortunate in possessing vast 
natural salt deposits and brines, and these formed the 
principal sources whence potash was drawn. The 
largest production came from the alkali lakes in the 
sandhill region of North Nebraska. The brine was 
pumped, the water driven off by heat, and the mixed 
salts recovered. They contained some 20 to 80 per cent. 
of potash. For the future it is expected that most of the 
potash will come from the semi-solid Searles Lake, 
California, and the Salduro Salt Marsh, Utah. During 
1918 the actual potash derived from the natural brines 
was 39,255 short tons, or 75 per cent. of the whoie out- 
put. The principal other sources were alunite, dust 
from cement mills, kelp, and molasses-distilling waste. 
Blast-furnace dust, as a store whence potash may be 
derived, appears to have been the subject of expet- 
ment, but the amount of potash yielded so far is small. 
It is, however, regarded as a source promising good 
results in the future. 

PRODUCTION IN 1918. 


The following returns show the various sources 
whenee potash was derived during 1918:— 











| 


+ 
fs 


& Oh 


eo wees 


bel As ——— 


une o as. ia Tt 


, 1919 


— 


tensils 
rmMany 
3 been 
rod uce 
re en. 

Not 
lomes. 
Mica} 
1 1913 
0,000) 
28 pro. 
d fac. 
ne up 
here 
1cllow 
part 
Dories, 
the 
since 
'nited 
their 


nanu- 
to a 
r free 
Be. 
duty 
vision 
d all 
t. ad 


short 
otash 
(Fer: 
nited 
most 
enty- 
com- 
rude 


ytash 
It of 
is a 
iefly 
eally 
idly 
720 
1918 


vast 

the 
The 

the 
was 
ixed 
ent. 
‘the 
ake, 
ring 
ines 
oub- 
lust 
ste. 
be 
er- 
val. 
ood 


m ay 











SEPTEMBER 25, 1919. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 389 








SPECIAL ARTICLES --continued. 














'Number of Total Available 

Source producers. pro- | potash 

duction. | (K,Q). 

Tons. | Tons. 

Natural brines .. - Ke 21 , 147,125 | 39,255 
Alunite .. - - si 4 6,073 | 2,619 
Dust from cement mills en q 11,739 | 1,429 
Kelp a - aa - 6 14,456 | 4,292 
Molasses distillery waste - 4 9,505 | 3,322 
Steffens waste water .. ia D 2,818 | 761 
Wood ashes ‘a - - 26 609 365 
Other sources .. - op 1 3 262 | 92 





| 78 | 192,587 52,135 


Potash produced classified according to product mar keted. 














Total Variation Average Avail- 
Product marketed. _ pro- in content content able 

duction. of K,O of K,0. , (K,0). 

Tons. Per cent. | Percent. Tons. 

Muriate .. ie 30,127 38:°0-58°5 41°8 12,614 

Low-grade chloride 6,559 10°0-20°6 13°6 894 

Sulphate ua - 6,672 25:°0-51:0 | 47°9 3,188 
Crude sulphate and Car- 

bonate ox , 122,741 18:°0-38:°0 25°5 | 3i,3li 
Crude carbonate and 

caustic - ia 609 50°0-78°0 60°C 365 
Potash char, ash, and 

ground kelp .. 14,630 12-0-42°5 | 19°8 2,896 

Cement and blast furnace 

dust alum, raw and 

calcined alunite 11,249 2:°5-13°0 rhe 867 

192,587 _- —~ 52,135 





The Report gives detailed information concerning the 
individual potash salts. 

DYES AND COAL-TAR CHEMICALS. 

Dyes and related coal-tar chemicals are dealt with 
at considerable length. ‘The progress already made in 
America and the difficulties which stand in the way 
of a complete range of production are clearly set out. 
Before the war the United States received their normal 
supplies from Germany, and were compelled to impro- 
vise methods of production when the German supplies 
were cut off. Not only were the textile and other 
trades dependent upon synthetic dyes derived from 
coal tar, but coal-tar derivatives formed the bases of 
many other necessary products as well as explosives. 
As the Commissioners say :— 

The synthetic dyes that compose by far the greater part of 
the colours used in modern industry are produced by chemical 
processes from coal tar. From the same material, and in 
large measure by the same processes, are produced ex- 
plosives, pharmaceuticals, and other chemicals that are 
almost, if not quite, as essential as dyestuffs. Many drugs, 
flavours, perfumes, photographic developers, the poisonous 
gases used in the recent war, synthetic tanning materials, 
and phenolic resins have the same origin. The close relation 
between dyes and explosives has been made by the course of 
the war a matter of common knowledge. A plant erected 
for the production of dyes can use the same staff and needs 
little change of equipment or materials for producing the 
most powerful shell fillers and some of the poisonous gases 
known in modern warfare. There are sufficient grounds for 
believing that the military significance of this fact accounts 
in large measure for the great importance that has long 
been attached to the dye industry in Germany, and in no 
less measure it accounts for the strenuous efforts now being 
made in other countries to develop the processes on a per- 
manent and independent basis. And when the military 
significance is added to the close interrelationship of the 
dye-making processes and the processes of making for civilian 
use the numerous commodities mentioned above, it becomes 
‘vident that the production of dyes is rightly called a ‘‘key”’ 
industry. in a well-rounded, self-contained industrial system. 

Tue FavotRABLE CoNnDITIONS IN AMERICA. 

The Report then examines the position of the United 
States in regard to raw materials: — 

_ There is no insuperable obstacle to the growth of this 
mdustry in the United States on a sound economic basis. 
The essential raw materials are as available as in any other 
country. Coal tar, the basic material, is recovered from 
certain grades of bituminous coal in by-product coke ovens 
and in city gas plants, and can be supplied in practically 
unlimited juantities at a low cost. From the tar are 








SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued. 





obtained by simple processes, chiefly distillation and washing 
with acid and alkali, the substances known in the industry 
as ‘‘crudes.’’? Of these the most important in dye-making 
are benzol, toluol, naphthalene, and anthracene. The first 
three are manufactured in the United States in quantities 
far exceeding the demand of the dye and related industries, 
and under conditions so favourable that prices may be 
expected to rule as low here as anywhere else. But with 
anthracene the situation as yet is not so satisfactory. It is 
present in American coal tar in quantities that in the 
aggregate are sufficient, but its recovery is difficult because 
it forms only about 0:3 per cent. of the tar. It had not been 
recovered on a commercial scale before the middle of the 
year 1917, and there still remain certain technical and com- 
mercial difficulties that must be overcome before domestic 
supplies can be had in sufficient amount and at a price 
comparable with that of other crudes. From it are made 
alizarin and its derivatives and many of the important vat 
dyes that are used for cotton and, that by reason of their 
fastness and high quality, are essential for the manufacture 
cf ginghams and cotton shirtings of the best quality. Since 
its first production in the United States about two years 
ago encouraging progress has been made, and it may reason- 
ably be expected that a few more years will see the problems 
connected with its recovery and purification satisfactorily 
solved. Until this is done the dye industry will present a 
one-sided precarious development. 

In addition to coal-tar products, dye-making requires 
many other chemicals, such as sulphuric, nitric, hydrochloric, 
and acetic acds, soda ash and caustic soda, caustic potash, 
chlorine or bleaching powder, ammonia, methyl and ethyl 
alcohol, and others of minor importance. In regard to these, 
however, the United States is at no disadvantage when 
compared with any other country. Most of them are 
supplied by our so-called heavy chemical industry, which 
has reached a development that in magnitude and technical 
perfection leads the world. It is true that Germany may 
be able to retain an advantage in the supply and price of 
caustic potash, and possibly also of ethyl alcohol. But this 
should be offset by the American supremacy in the wood 
distillation industry, which supplies methyl alcohol and 
acetic acid. So far, therefore, as concerns the essential 
raw materials, whether of coal-tar or other origin, no nation 
has a permanent significant advantage over the United 
States. ‘ 

Propuction Durinea 1918. 


At the outbreak of war the coal-tar chemical indus- 
try in the United States was insignificant, but, under 
the spur of necessity, it has since develored a sub 
stantial output. Two hundred and fifteen firms (not 
including coke-oven plants, gas houses, and plants 
engaged exclusively in the manufacture of explosives 
and poison gases) reported the production during 1918 
of chemicals derived from coal tar. Under the Tariff 
Act of 8th September, 1916, these coal-tar chemicals 
are divided into three groups. Group I comprises the 
erudes, which are on the free list; Group II the inter- 
mediates, dutiable at 15 per cent. and 2} cents per 
pound; and Group III finished products, dutiable in 
part at 30 per cent., and part at 30 per cent. and 5 cents 
per pound. 














' Number 
‘of manu-| Quantity Value. 
facturers.| (pounds). dols. 
Group I.—Crudes, free bel 35 — 22 474,075 
Group II.—Intermediates, ! 
dutiable - ‘an oo 127 334,808,315 123,817,966 
Group III.—Finished products ~~ 75,494,113 | 83,095,404 
Dutiable at 30 per cent. | 
plus 5 cents per pound — 52,517,235 |§ 57,535,934 
Dutiable at 30 per cent. a 4,638,365 3,770,106 
Total of dyes ; ri 57,155,600 61,306,040 
Colour lakes, dutiable at 30 = SSS SS aa a 
r cent. plus 5 cents per 
lr “a ed we 29 9,590,537 5,020,023 
Photographic chemicals, 
dutiable at 30 per cent. 
plus 5 cents per pound .. 6 316,749 823,915 
Medicinals, dutiable at 30, 
p:rcent. .. - 7 3] 3,623,352 7,792,984 
Flavours, dutiable at 30 per 
cent. - “ - 7 458,256 4,925,627 
Synthetic phenolic resins, 
dutiable at 30 per <— 
lus 5 cents per poun 5 929 or ‘seins 
Tanning saatasidiniesattiaaio) ] } 4,233,356 2,642,120 
Perfume” materials want 6 116,263 584,695 
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The finished products are now made almost entirely 


trom American raw materials and intermedintes. One 


hundred and seventy-six intermediates were made on 
a commercial scale, and in addition 23 others were made 
in relatively small quantities for sale, for research, or 
ior experimental purposes. The intermediates most 
needed are now being made on a large scale, although 
many important ones are still missing and the prices 
of many of them are still abnormally high. 

From the above table it will be seen that the total 
output of dyes was 57,155,600 Ib., valued at 
$61,306,040. This shows a gain over the 1917 output 
of 45,977,246 Ib., valued at 357,796,228. The exports 
of “‘dyes and dvyestuffs,”’ including natural dyes, 
amounted to $16,921,888 during the fiscal year ending 
80th June, 1918. This may be contrasted with imports 
in the fiscal vear 1914 of 45,840,866 Ib. It is stated 
that, with comparatively few exceptions, prices of in- 
dividual dyes were lower in 1918 than in 1917 in spite 
of the general rise in wages and prices of most other 
commodities. 

AN Unpatancep Propvction. 

The Report continues :— 

A comparison of the figures for the output of individual 
dyes with the imperts betore the war shows clearly that the 
development has been unbalanced. Many important dyes 
are not yet produced at all, and others only in insignificant 
amounts, while still others are produced in amounts far 
above what was formerly imported. The testimony of con- 
sumers amply supports the statistical evidence that the 
scarcity of many dyes which are desired has forced consumers 
to use substitutes which may be less satisfactory but are 
available. Nevertheless, the conditions in this regard during 
1918 are not nearly as bad as they were during 1917. More 
than 300 different dyes were made in the United States 
during 1918. Many dyes which were missing in 1917 
appeared on the market in 1918. Moreover, there were many 
cases of substantial increase in output of dyes which were 
made in 1917, but on a scale far below the needs. 

The American industry is especially strong in the classes 
of dyes known as ‘‘azo,” “‘sulphur,’’? and ‘‘induline’”’ dyes. 
Before the war the dyes made in the United States were 
almost entirely azo dyes, and even they were made from 
imported intermediates. The manufacture of azo dyes from 
suitable intermediates is comparatively simple, and there- 
fore in developing the azo dyes first, the line of least 
resistance was being followed. While at present most of the 
azo dyes of real industrial importance are being made in the 
United States, there are still a few important ones which 
are not yet produced there. An example of this kind is 
Zambesi Black, which is in demand for black dyeing ot 
hosiery composed of mixed cotton and silk. Imports of this 
dye during 1914 were 629,359 pounds. This dye was not 
patented by the Germans, but its composition was guarded 
asa secret. An American dye at least fully equal to Zambesi 
Black will soon be available. Still angther important dye 
not vet being made is Diaminogen, which cannot be pro- 
duced until an essential intermediate is available. About 
one-half of the dyes in commercial use belong to the class 
of azo dyes. The output of azo dyes during 1918 was 
24,811,141 lb., valued at 31,915,556 dols. The proportion of 
azo dyes to the whole will doubtless decrease in the future. 

Another class ot dyes in which the American industry has 
been notably successful is the sulphur dyes. These dyes, 
which are used on cotton, have a high degree of fastness and 
are relatively cheap. Their chief limitations are that they 
cannot be used on wool or silk, are somewhat dull, and have 
a limited range of colour, no red sulphur dyes being known. 
Sulphur Black has taken first rank among all the dyes in 
the quantity used. The output of it during 1918 was 
12,205,885 lb., valued at 4,350,464 dols., or 36 cents per IJb., 
compared with 9,298,631 lb., vafued at 5,601,640 dols., or 
cO cents per Ib., during 1917. It is probable that the cost 
of production on this dye will more nearly approach the 
pre-war price than on any other dye. Sulphur Brown and 
Sulphur Khaki have also become prominent on account of 
their extensive use in the dyeing of Army supplies, including 
cotton uniforms, tents and tarpaulins. Sulphur brown was 
made by 17 firms, with an output of 4,985,551 lb., at a value 
of 2,424,711 dols.. Sulphur khaki was made by ten firms, 
with an output of 3,153,313 lb., valued at 995,481 dols. 
Sulphur vellows, tans, greens, and blues were also made. 
The total output of sulphur dyes was 22,510,799 lb., valued 
at 10,216,905 dols. 

In the group of induline dyes also the American industry 
las done well. The most important member of this class is 
Nigrosine, which was a speciality of an American manufac- 
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turer before the war, and was even regularly shipped to 
Germany. It is especially important for leather, shoe 
blacking, and metal lacquers, and one variety is also used 
for wool and silk. 

In the group of triphenylmethane (and closely allied 
diphenylmethane and diphenylnaphthyl dyes) American 
progress has been substantial, but there are still many im- 
portant dyes not yet on the market in significant amounts, 

The Tariff law exempts ‘‘natural and synthetic alizarin, 
and dyes obtained from alizarin, anthracene, and carbazol, 
natural and synthetic indigo, and all indigoids’’ from the 
duty of 5 cents per pound which is assessed against all other 
coal-tar dyes. In the case of indigo itself the growth in out- 
put is encouraging, but prices are still high. Before the 
war indigo was used more than any other dye, 8,507,359 Ih. 
having been imported in 1914. In 1917 the production was 
274,771 lb. by a single firm, and in 1918 the production was 
3,083,888 Ib. by three firms, and the productive capacity at 
the present time (June, 1919) is substantially greater than 
the amount imported during the fiscal year ending 30th 
June, 1914 (8,500,000 lb.). But there is no such record of 
achievement in regard to the remaining dyes in this class. 
Of the class of dyes described in the Tariff law as ‘‘indigoids”’ 
only one was made at all. Alizarin and two alizarin deriva- 
tives were made, but in amounts considerably below the 
normal demand. These alizarin dyes are an important group 
of fast mordant dyes for wool. No dyes derived from 
carbazol were made in 1918, and only a bare beginning was 
made in the production of the extremely important class of 
vat dyes derived from anthracene, known as indanthrene 
dyes. 

ONE-S1DED DEVELOPMENT AND CosTs. 

The industry in America has made great progress 
during the last four years, but it is not yet on an econ- 
omically sound basis. It is one-sided, and its costs 
are extremely high when compared with the prices at 
which German dyes were sold before the war. Seme 
dyes were manufactured in excess of home require- 
ments: others were altogether or almost missing from 
the lists. It was these missing dyes which formed the 
most profitable cargo in the German commercial sub- 
marine ‘“‘Deutschland.’’ There is a gap in American 
production which, in the view of the Commissioners, 
must be filled. 


By reason of the urgent need for them, say the Com- 
missioners, it is inevitable that unless the missing dyes be 
produced in this country they will be imported, and importers 
will naturally turn for them to Germany, the country where 
they have been manufactured at lowest cost. But it 1s 
equally inevitable that the heavy importation of some classes 
of foreign dyes will go far toward opening the American 
market to all classes. It would be difficult to enforce a law 
that aimed to restrict the entry of some, while admitting 
others. The means of evasion and opportunities for fraud 
are numerous, and the unscrupulous commercial methods 
practised by the German dye manufacturers before the war 
make it certain that they would omit no word or act to 
recover the monopoly they so recently enjoyed in the 
American market. 

Fortunately, there is no insurmountable obstacle to the 
production of these dyes in the United States. When the 
war shut off foteign supplies American manufacturers 
naturally followed the line of least resistance. They pro- 
duced first these dyes for which the processes are simplest 
and the materials most available. The patents on the older 
dyes had expired and the processes had ceased to be secret, 
so that the installation of equipment and the training ot 
skilled workmen could be accomplished without great delay 
or great pecuniary risk. The expenses involved were con- 
siderable, but success could be safely forecasted, and supplies 
in sufficient quantity depended only on a willingness to 
incur the necessary costs. The more recently invented dyes, 
on the other hand, were still covered by German patents: 
anthracene was not yet available in adequate amounts, and 
the processes of making the dyes derived from it were com- 
plicated, tedious, and exacting, and were guarded in 
Germany with the most jealous secrecy. The disposal of 
the patents in 1917 to American manufacturers by the Alien 
Property Custodian removed only a part of the difficulties. 
Much expensive research still had to be done and costly 
experiments had to be made, experiments that very frequently 
resulted in severe loss before the proper adjustment of 
methods and processes was discovered. It is obvious that 
progress in the production of these newer dyes had to ” 
relatively slow and very expensive, but the important fact 
remains that Americans have proved that they can already 
make many of them and that in time they will be able to 


make them all. 
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The second competitive disadvantage of the industry is 
the high cost at which it is conducted. So far, only in- 
complete information has been secured as to many cost 
details, although enough is already known to indicate clearly 
that in many instances American costs are at present con- 
siderably above the pre-war prices at which German dye- 
tuffs were sold. Investigation is required, but the period 
of the war and the conditions then presented were peculiarly 
unfavourable to the collecton of precise and dependable 
data. Indeed, the industry is still of such recent growth 
that many manutacturers do not themselves know the exact 
costs of producing particular intermediates and dyes in the 
United States. However, the foundation has already been 
laid by the Tariff Commission for a comprehensive cost in- 
vestigation, which, if it 1s to be adequate, will necessitate 
the careful inspection of conditions and records in various 
factories. Conferences have already been held with the 
accountants of many of the leading dyestuffs manufacturers 
of the United States. Such technical problems as joint costs, 
depreciation and the like, have been considered with much 
care, and as soon as the Tariff Commission is free to proceed 
with field work this investigation will be carried to com- 
pletion. Explanation of the high costs now prevailing is 
found in two things: (a) The inadequate technical prepara- 
tion of a sufficient number of men for the staft and labour 
force in American plants, and (b) the imperiect organisation 
and integration of both the manufacturing and the com- 
mercial branches of the business. 

A NEED FOR CONCENTRATION. 

American high costs are partly attributable to the 
number of individual plants. It is pointed out. that in 
other countries there is a concentration of capital and 
centralization of control. Even before the war there 
were in Germany only six prominent and seven minor 
companies manufacturing dyes. _ At present, it Is stated 
that all of these are consolidated into a single ‘‘cartel 
for the avowed purpose of making a unified effort to 
regain the lost foreign market. In Switzerland the 
three leading firms have been unified. Almost the entire 
English industry also has been brought together in a 
single powerful company. The American situation 
stands out in strong contrast. In 1918 there were in 
the country 127 companies making intermediates and 
77 making finished dyes. The industry is unique in 
the degree to which it depends on men of scientific at- 
tainments so high as always to be relatively scaree, so 
that it is desirable that the scope of their activities should 
be extended as widely as possible; improvements and 
inventions have come and will continue to come in 
such quick suecession that the industry as a whole 
should benefit by having them immediately available 
for all engaged in it, and every plant should have 
the financial strength which will enable it to put in the 
new and scrap the old equipment and processes. The 
Commission does not argue for or against industrial 
combination, but it points out that the numerous and 
mutually unrelated companies now producing coal-tar 
rhemicals in the United States are less prepared for 
international competition than the highly centralized 
organizations that have been formed in Europe. 





TRADE WITH CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 
AN IMPORTANT MARKET. 


Czecho-Slovakia, which includes Bohemia, is rich in 
raw materials, and possesses some of the most important 
industries in Europe. It is estimated that about eighty 
per cent. of the mines and industrial businesses of the 
old Austro-Hungarian Empire are now within the boun- 
daries of the Czecho-Slovak Republic. It will thus be 
clear that when more stable economic conditions have 
been established, the Republic will become an important 
market for British trade. 

Information regarding trade between this country and 
Czecho-Slovakia is being collected at the Department of 
Overseas Trade, and we give in this article a synopsis 
of that which is now available. 

INDUSTRIAL SYNDICATES. 

Most of the industries in Czecho-Slovakia are at 
present organised by the Government into Industrial 
Syndicates. These Syndicates are controlled by the 
State; that is to say, there is a Government Representa. 
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tive on the Committee of each Syndicate. The Syndi- 
cate includes all the traders in Czecho-Slovakia of its 
particular branch, and in cases where the Syndicate 
undertakes commercial transactions it is backed by the 
whole trade. These Syndicates will, however, shortly 
cease to exist, as the policy of the Minister of Commerce 
is to free industries from Government control as far as 
possible. 
Import LICENCES. 

Negotiations as to prices should be made direct with 
individual firms and not with the Industrial Syndicates. 
Before goods can be imported into Czecho-Slovakia, an 
import licence must be obtained by the Czech importer 
through the Syndicate of the trade concerned from the 
Import and Export Commission at Prague. Each ap- 
plication for an Import Licence is considered on its 
merits, first by the Industrial Syndicate, and then by 
the Import. and Export Commission at Prague. The 
rate of exchange and the needs of Czecho-Slovakia for 
the particular class of goods for which an Import 
Licence is required are taken into consideration. There 
are therefore no rules determining the grant of import 
licences, but for the guidance of intending exporters to 
the Czecho-Slovak Republic, it should be noted that as 
a general rule an import licence will not be granted if 
the importer has to pay in foreign currency either cash 
down or within six months. If the shipment is to be 
paid for in foreign currency in one-or two years, an 
import licence will generally only be granted for a part 
of the order, if it ‘is a big one. An import licence for 
the total amount of the order will be granted to firms 
trading on the basis of exchange of goods, or if the ex- 
porter in this country accepts payment in Czecho- 
Slovak kronen to remain to his aeecount in Czecho- 
Slovakia, transferable, of course, in that country, but 
not outside. It is, however, often possible to transfer 
the account through the National Provincial and Union 
Bank of England, which acts as agents for the Central 
Clearing Bank of Prague, to Eritish firms wishing to pay 
for goods imported from Czecho-Slovakia. In this con- 
nection it should be noted that the Government scheme 
of export credits described in the ‘‘Board of Trade 
Jowmal’’ of 11th September extends to Czecho-Slovakia. 
Full particulars can be had on application to the Ex- 
ports Credits Department, 10, Basinghall Street, E.C.2. 

According to the Czech papers, the Central Clearing 
Bank of Prague will shortly be abolished, and until the 
Peace Treaty with Austria has been ratified the Bank- 
ing Department of the Ministry of Finance will take 
over its functions, After ratification of the Peace 
Treaty a Czech State Bank will be formed, which, in 
addition to taking over the functions of the Central 
Clearmg Bank, will take over all the branches and 
functions of the old Austrian State Bank. Payments 
from abroad will be handled by the ordinary commercial 
banks under control of the Banking Department, 
Ministry of Finance and the Export and Import Com- 
mission, Prague. Payments to abroad in foreign cur- 
rency will be controlled by the same two institutions, 
but will only be allowed to be used for raw materials 
and manufactured articles urgently needed. Otherwise 
the information given above regarding restrictions in 
Import Licences will still hold good. 


Raw MatTerrats REQuiReD. 
The chief raw materials required in Czecho-Slovakia 
are.:— 


Seal Oil. Tallow. 

Iron Ore. Ferro Manganese. 

Salt. Cotton, 

Wool, Copper. 

Nickel. Tin, 

Zine Ore. Rubber. 

Hides, dry. Phosphates. 
Quebracho Extract. Magnesia. 

Saltpetre. Phosphorus Amorphos. 
Turpentina. Pyrites. 


There is a great demand at the present time for 
cotton, jute, metals; copper and ferro manganese, but 
what Czecho-Slovakia especially requires from England 
is Bradford wool. 
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FOODSTUFFS. 


During the last few months the food position in 


Czecho-dSlovakia has largely improved. Meat is, how- 
ever, still very scarce, and the Republic would be pre- 
pared to import meat in any form; either tinned or 
frozen. Milk is also scarce, and the import of dry or 
condensed milk would be encouraged by the Republica 
Government. Czecho-Slovakia has need to refill the 
gaps made in her live stock by the Military Administra- 
tion. 
Import RESTRICTIONS 

there are a large number of goods the import ot which 
is prohibited. As this list is, however, being revised 
from week to week, it is impossible to give any definite 
information here. Firms interested should obt: un par- 


ticulars either from their customers in Czecho-S Slovakia. 
the Department of Overseas Trade, or the Czecho- 
Slovak Legation, 9, Grosvenor Place, S.W.1. 
FINANCE. 
The tour chief banks in Czecho-Slovakia are: 
AZivnostenska Banka, Praha (Prague). Founded 1S6s. 
Crs. 
Share capital ........... 120,000 ,U0U 
Reserve funds .................. 40 000,000 
Deposit ar 400 000,000 
‘Ceska  Prumy: ate Banka, Praha (Prague). 
Founded 1896. 
Crs. 
ar emery 80,000,000 
meeerve funds ................. 14,000,000 


EE | denndbedéierscnsseserdevens 300,000,060 
Moravska Agrarni A Prumyslova Banka, Brno (Brunn). 
Founded 1908. 


Crs. 
I  ossidininanibespenite 36,000,000 
icc cutosedansaanen 11,000,000 
TOE... sewndsnssccssssvescpsccsens 240,000,000 


Oeskoslovenska Uverna’ Banka Ucast Spolok Ruzomberk 


Rosenberg). Founded 1879. 
Crs. 
I OE icin taduesndedeuens 10,000,000 
Reserve funds _............... 2. 500,000 


ee alae te er 30,000,005 
LocaL ImportinG }irMs. 

The Department of Overseas Trade is prepared to 
supply, or to obtain particulars as to importing firms 
in Czecho-Slovakia which are believed to be reliable. 


Deposits 


——— 
=_ 


Notes on Trade 


‘While every care is exercised to ensure the ecourety of 
way ecplanator y articles or notes relating to Acts, Ltegula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the “Journal,” it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 


selves. } 











SHIPMENT OF COLONIAL WOOL TO U.S.A 

The Ministry of Munitions—Supply (Wool) Section 
makes the following announcement :— 

With the object of preventing congestion at Unit 
Kingdom ports and to save double handling, it has bees n 
decided to ship 50,000 bales of Colonial wool to Boston, 
U.S.A., for sale by public auction on display. Arrange- 
ments have already been made for shipping the woo! 
from Australasia, and it is inticipated that the auctions, 
which will be conducted by the Committee of London 
Wool Brokers, will begin towards the end of November. 





EXPORTS TO CANADA 

The high rate of exchange ruling between Canada and 
the United States is acting, to a certain extent, as a 
deterrent to imports of American soods into the Do- 
minion. H.M. Trade Commissioner at Winnipeg there- 
fore points cut that this should greatly assist United 
Kingdom exporters who are desirous of either ente ing 
om or extending their trade in the Canadian market. 
Orders from the United States are subject to an increase 
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1 price ot 4 to 5 per cent., due to the adverse Amerie ‘an 
exchange, whereas goods from the United Kin gdom 
are, for an identical reason, ch leaper. 

In many lines of merchandise the heaviest buying of 
the year is done from Aueust to November, and if British 
firms can give reasonab ly prompt deliveries 
excellent opportunity for 


, there is an 
exporting at the present time, 





THE LYONS FAIRS. 

in a recent summary of the autumn a! i spring Lyons 

Fairs, the results of the first four Fairs, 1916-1 1919" are 
shown as follows :- - 

No. ot 


Competitors. 


Volume ol 
Business done. 
francs. 


WI viet cce cc susaebas 1,342 95.000 000 
(French 1,200, Allies and Neutrals 142.) 

DOES * wechabewessteusonia. 2 614 110,000,000 
(French 2,073, Allies and Neutrals 541.) 

ng Oe eee 3,182 450,000,000 
(French 2.346, Allies G89. Neutrals 147.) 

BY Saas ee rae 4,684 800,000 COD 


Allies 1.242, Neutrals 248.) 

‘a vear——Ist-15th March 
-loth October. The apove-Inmenticned SUblPitinary, 

which shows also the groups into which the exhibits are 

divided, ete., may be consulted by British firms inter- 

ested at the er ry Office of the Department of Over- 


seas Trade, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, London, 
S.W.1. 


(French 3,194 
and 


- a 3 . Ss 7 i . 
| he parr takes piace TW 





PAN-PACIFIC ENGINEERING CONGRESS. 

The Pan-Pacific Engineering Congress (referred to 
on page 89 of the ‘Journal’ of 17th July), for engineers 
irom all countries tcuching the Pacific, including India, 
will be held in Weltevreden, near Batavia, Java, 8th 
to 15th May, 1920, under the patronage of the Governor- 
General of Netherland India and the auspices of the 
East Indian Branch of the Roval Dutch Institute of 
Engineers. English and Dutch will be the official lan- 
vUuaAges. 

Four hundred and sixty-nine subscriptions have al- 
ready been received trom many countries, including 
Japan and Australia, together with 170 papers on engin- 
cering problems in Asiatic papers 
will be discussed in six groups: 

Kail and steamer traffic; irrigation, water supply, and 
sanitary service; roads, bridges, buildings, and city plan- 
ning: industry and the production of energy; mining 
industry and geology ; and miscellaneous. The discussion will 
cover statistics of various classes, railway transportation 
and tariffs, terminal, coaling and port facilities, free ports, 
lighthouses, communication by cable and by teleph: me, tele- 
and wireless; irrigation, water supply, the removal 
of sewage and refuse; the construction of roads, bridges, 
and buildings of all kinds, with special reference to the 
eomstruction of cheap dwelling houses for the natives; 
earthquake and fireproof materials; the financing of public- 
service corporations, taxes, and public loans; the utilisation 
of steam, electric, and water power; the production and 
manufacture of sugar, rubber r, quinine, tea, oils, and iodine; 
Government aid of all kinds; mining in the Tropics ; earth- 
quake and volcanic phenomena, “technical institutions; 
factory legislation; aerial navigation. 

Excursions to the most interesting parts of the islands 
will be arranged at the close of the Congress. May is 
a pleasant month in Java, and visitors could spend June 
in Siam and the Straits Settlements, July in Ceylon, 
and arrive in Rombay in August, at the end of the hot 
season. If women are in the party, a delightful vaca- 
tion can be spent in the mountain resorts of Garoet and 
Tosari and among the world-renowned ruins of boro 
Budo. 

Applications for participation in the Congress 
be sent to me Secretary of the Congress (addre ss Molen- 
vliet East 3, Weltevreden, Java), who will arrange for 
hotel cieeainieaiiallinag and trips. Full information re- 
carding trips will be furnished by the Tourist Bureau, 


Ryswyk 17, Weltevreden, Java. 
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[t should be observed that the Netherland East indies 
absorb approximately £2,000,000 worth ot machinery 
annually, 





NAMES OF AUSTRALIAN WINES. 

\ pamphlet has recently been issued by the Royal 
Geographical Society of Australasia, giving a reprint ofa 
speech made by the Director of the Commonwealth 
Laboratory of the Department ot Trade and Customs on 
the nomenclature of Australian wines. The pamphlet 
deals with the geographical origin of some of the wine 
names at present used in Australia, and an examination 
of the existing international arrangements for the recog- 
nition of certain national rights in connection with in- 
dustrial property, including names of origin. 

The use of such names as “‘Australian Burgundy,” 
“Australian Sherry,’’ etc., is strongly deprecated, and 
itisadvocated that wines distinctively Australian in their 
eharacieristics should be marketed under distinctively 
Australian names. 

In order to minimise the inevitable dithculties as- 
sociated with a change in nomenclature, a series of 
Australian Wine names, which correspond with European 
seographical wine names, has been registered. This in- 
Judes the following :— 


Huropean Proposed Australian 
geographical name. corresponding name. 

ick sinidannaninvarsistimeinnid Burgalia. 

RR isicxcsascseas iatiniitmniaeesaual Chabalia. 

I icisiunivissenvesssssaccnctd Champalia. 

cinccuianeseicicesdcacecnnbial Claralia. 

ics vi cadesarsyroversseseuenl Hermalia. 

Ne wadcenckahakixsiaiantaewkniwl Hokalia 

NS SOATEST = = 

intl aiiintctnainncarnniwecatcceieia Poralia. 

NL csccincececsminciawanvessied Sautalhia. 

i ssiccdaicaniiniiaebiemniinn wen tewiiing Sheralia. 

SRIPRS.......... Ghiiamiineniean Shiralia. 

iticinncmixtnancatniminannenediaens Tokalia. 


While the pamphlet does not claim to represent 
oficial views, it is now understood that the Common- 
wealth Government propose to legislate on the lines 
indicated above. 





FOREIGNERS IN FRANCE. 

Certain misconceptions having arisen as to the pur- 
port of the Bill referred to under the above heading cn 
page 233 of the “‘Journal’’ of llth September, it is 
necessary to point out that the Bill now before the 
Chamber of Deputies is not intended to preclude 
foreigners from exercising any but the professions men- 
tioned in the ‘‘Note’’ on the subject; on the contrary, 
foreigners will still be able to exercise all professions, 
except those referred to, for which latter special au- 
thority must be obtained from the Government. 

With regard to those professions for which a special 
authority is required, immigration agencies for foreign 
workers in France should be added to the particulars 
given, and the word ‘‘mines’’ should read ‘‘quarries.”’ 

For the convenience of members of the British Cham- 
ber of Commerce in Paris, the Chamber has issued com- 
plete and precise details with regard to the use of the 
denominations ‘‘Francais’’ or ‘‘Société Francaise.” 





ae eae ee er 


THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON SUGAR. 
_ The offices of the Royal Commission on the Sugar 
Supply have been removed from 14, Great Smith Street, 
Westminster, S.W.1, to 3, Grosvenor Gardens, S.W.1. 





PROMOTION OF SWISS EXPORT TRADE. 

With reference to the ‘‘Note’’ which appeared under 
the above heading on page 43 of the ‘‘Journal’’ of 11th 
July, the Crédit Suisse states that its interest in the 
Rheinische Kreditbank consists of 1,656 shares out of 
95,000. It also adds that the Crédit Suisse has never 
tolerated any influence either of the two German banks 
a in the paragraph or of any foreign bank at 
a 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN JULY. 


In the trade returns for July, 1919, published by the 
Department of Statistics, imports amounted to £9,959,000, 
a decrease of £1,732,000; and exports (including re-exports) 
to £18,592,000, an increase of £5,027,000, as compared with 
the corresponding menth of i918, 

There was a large decrease in the exports of food, drink 
and tobacco (mainly feod-grains and tea) amounting to 
£2.347,000, but raw materials and articles mainly manu- 
tactured increased by £5,778,009, owing to larger exports of 
raw hides and skins, seeds and raw cotton. Articles wholly 
or mainly manufactured rose by £645,000 mainly on account 
of larger exports of tanned hides and skins, and cotton 
manufactures, including twist and yarn, notwithstanding 
smaller shipments of jute goods. During July of the pre-var 
year 1914, imports amounted to £9,335,900 and exports (in- 
ciuding re-exports) to £138,045,600. 














AUSTRALIA. 
THE FROZEN MEAT TRADE. 


At a recent conference held by the Victorian Minister for 
Agriculture with the advisory committee of the meat pro- 
ducers’ organisations, it was stated that the Victorian 
producers would prefer an open market for their meat 
when the present contract with the Imperial Government 
expires, three months after the declaration of peace, pro- 
vided that so long as the British Government has contro! 
of shipping a guaranty is given that the same amount of 
insulated freight would be made available as would be 
provided if the contract was extended. Failing an open 
market, the Victorian Government is prepared to extend 
the contract if prices were increased to the level of those 
received by the Argentine and other sources of supply, the 
Melbourne ‘‘Argus” reports. 

Tho Minister also placed before the meeting the present 
and prospective position concerning the stocks of meat held 
in cold storage and the opportunities for shipping it. It 
was intimated that at the end of the fiscal year 1919 there 
would be approximately 1,500,000 packages of exportable 
articles (meat, butter, rabbits, etc.) in store, and that it 
would take 30 ships, carrying 50,000 packages each, to 
transport these goods. It was therefore not to be expected, 
he said, that the stores could be cleared before the end of 
January next. In the meantime both the butter and meat 
export seasons would arrive, and the Minister suggested 
that the storaga accommodation at the Victoria Dock be 
increased by an additional 300,000 cubic feet. This was 
strongly supported by the advisory committee. This addi- 
tional storage space could be provided and be completed 
hy the end of November. 

The third question dealt with was the need for slaughter- 
ing accommodation for the export of meat on account of 
producers direct, so that there could be an extension of the 
system that was carried out in a comparatively small way 
during the past season by the producers undertaking their 
own export. Communications from two co-operative com- 
panies, offering to provide this slaughtering accommodation 
if advances of capital were made by the Government, were 
received and considered. The committee, however, were 
of opinion that the slaughtering for producers should be 
controlled, so far as the metropolitan centre was concerned, 
by one strong ‘organisation. Smaller companies would 
mean larger staffs and overhead charges. The Government’s 
encouragement probably will be directed towards helping 
the present producers’ co-operative organisations to com- 
bine for this purpose. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


POST AND TELEGRAPHS REPORT. 

For the first time in the history of the Union Post Office 
the actual cash receipts, according to the Report of the 
Postmaster-General for 1918, have exceeded £2,000,000. The 
actual figures are £2,017,040 for 1918, as compared with 
£1,913,631 in 1917—an increase of £103,409. 

Towards this satisfactory increase telegraphs contributed 
£60,390, telephones £38,721, and postal services £4,298. On 
the other hand there was a slight drop in the revenue derived 
from money order transactions and in poundage on postal 
orders. 
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RESULTS. 

In addition to the above-mentioned cash revenue ot 
£2,017,040, the Department collected on behalf of, and 
transterred to, other Government Departments the sum of 
£900,398. Savings Bank deposits increased to £7,454,416, 
an lin-rovement of £452,954 on the figures for the previous 
year, Certificates issued increased in value from £140,900 
to £223,600, the result, no doubt, of the decision to raise 
the interest payable on this class of deposit from 3 per cent. 
to 33 per cent. Post, telegraph, and telephone services of 
a total value of £284,228 were pertormed free of charge for 
other Government Departments. 

As instancing the extent to which free service transactions 
have outstripped ordinary business since the outbreak of 
the war, it is stated that the total value of all classes of 
Government work has increased by 38 per cent. since 1913. 
The number of official telegrams, which before the outbreak 
of hostilities, averaged 306,000 per annum, rose to 520,720 
per annum during the war period, an increase of 70 per 
cent., while the value of telephone services undertaken free 
of charge has grown from £28,000 in 1913 to £59,943 in 
1918. Revenue from ordinary paid traffic increased in 
the same comparative period by 21-2 per cent. 

The revenue derived by the Eastern and South African 
Telegraph Company from South African cable traffic was 
approximately £409,321, an increase of £36,188 on the 1917 
total, and over £100,000 in excess of the minimum amount 
required to be received before payment of the subsidy due 
to the company from the contracting Governments will be 
waived. 

EXPENDITURE. 

The expenditure ot the Department for the year was 
£1,970,735—an increase of 10-70 per cent. on the previous 
year’s figures. The increase is largely due to the decision 
of the Government to make bonus allowances to public 
servants on account of the enhanced cost of necessaries, but 
is also due to the increased cost of all classes of articles in 
use by the Department, ranging from telegraph poles, 
switchboards, telephone instruments, and wire to twine, 
sealing wax, canvas, and postage stamps. It must also not 
be overlooked that the improved revenue of the Department 
above referred to has been earned without any addition 
having been made to postal charges, except in respect of 
certain articles of stamped stationery, which, however, are 
not in compulsory use by the public. 

The result of the vear’s working, giving credit for services 
performed free of charge by other Government Departments, 
and, on the other side, taking credit for free services per- 
formed for other Government Departments, the balance in 
favour of the Department at the end of the year was 
£45,730. 

SavINnGs Bank. 

Savings bank deposits exceeded the withdrawals by 
£271,233, and the balance due to depositors rose from 
£6,952,405 to £7,217,338, while the number of accounts 
remaining open reached 288,833, an increase on the previous 
vear of 12,929. The average amount to the credit of each 
depositor was £21 19s. 9d., and while the cost of each trans- 
action in 1916-17 was 103d., it was 1ld. for 1918. 

The position at the end of the calendar year is reflected 
in the following comparative statement, from which it will 
be seen that the balance due to depositors increased by 
£452,954, as against an increase of £277,104 for 1917, and 
that the number of accounts remaining open rose from 
284.702 to 298,458. 


1917. 1918. 

Deposits—number __...............++. 522,952 522,090 
iad cicadas £3,766 ,435 £3.882,243 
Withdrawals—number _............. 230,427 221.413 
RS oo cecicsameul £3,465 320 £3,494 701 
Accounts remaining open, number —. 284,702 298.458 
eS: £140,900 £223 ,600 
ee £164,900 £158,200 

Balance due to depositors- 
In ordinary accounts ............ £6,352 ,262 £6,739 ,816 
In certificate accounts .......... £649 ,200 £714,690 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN 1918. 


Tne Report of the Trade and Customs Department of the 
Federated Malay States shows that the aggregate value of 
the trade in 1918 was £34,884,.583, and that exports exceeded 
imports by no less than £17,.300.068. On an estimated 
population of 1,279,859, the distribution of trade was equal 
to over £27 per head. In 1910 the aggregate was £18,212,499, 
or £17 per head of population. 

Satisfactory though these figures are, the aggregate repre. 
sents a decrease of £5,582,612 when compared with 1917. 
Having reeard to the enormous shrinkage in the value of 
exported rubber, amounting to £8,486,835, it would appear 
that the general trade shows evidence of expansion. Allow- 
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ances must be made, however, for the appreciation in values 
of most commodities as a result of the war, and the Com- 
missioner of Trade and Customs states that there was a fall- 
ing otf in quantity in 33 of the 45 principal articles oj 
import, and in 15 of the 22 principal articles of export over 
the previous vear. 

Making due allowance for these influences, and excluding 
bullion and specie, it is interesting to compare the statistics 
of imports and exports over a period of five years :— 





Imports. Exports. Total. 
; Py £ 
914 ........ 8,416,333 14,345,675 22,762,008 
SP RERERSS 7,001,858 18,882,778 25 ,884 ,636 
1916 ......... 8,122,463 25,660,096 33,782,559 
. co 8,547,201 31,736,011 40,283,212 
BE *incarnaeiels 8,720,920 26,024,400 34,745,320 
IMPORTS. 


The following are some of the items of import showing 
Increases in value:. ‘ 


Total 
Value. = Increase. 
£ £ 
Tobacco, cigars, and cigarettes ...... 574,402 83,935 
i ren 522,601 117,052 
Petroleum, including benzine ......... 453,772 76,867 
PD ; sdnbeddhirelitamehtunccnbenndinue 256,158 39,765 
ane are nae 254,732 60,892 
Apparel, hosiery, and millinery ...... 224 365 66,460 
Drugs and medicines ........... sainabeheih 129,977 9,083 
Savrongs and Slendangs .................. 81,975 17,051 
OF AT nS OEE 76,568 10,659 
Tools, instruments, and implements 72,359 10,445 
TIE | icwinatravucvisewasnaonerien 63,823 6,604 
OIE IEE oiinsecwsvcnesenrswsincances 49 467 9,079 
I ON i ieee ine “nena 40,042 10,620 
Iron bar and nail rod .................... 18,728 6,218 
Tram and railway materials ........... 12,989 5,875 
Decreases in value are shown in the following imports :— 
Total 
Value. Increase. 
£ £ 
NE = SMintdd vatunincsparseneidnn cemcowbas 174,529 34,24] 
RN eli Ct eaedeatuauaiin ‘elademiiea 147,781 47,877 
III” i sssgseasdecs tncaiies 0 ss etdinaaabunindiiaiaiiaii 109,658 52,064 
is aeitninanininontnndied demise 83,641 43,451 
SII, <. . anna ceniinusenswnssumnauiiliaalis 17,466 67 ,995 
Cycles, motor cars, and accessories | 
Ce | 52,297 98,718 
EE PRE eT ae 41,084 14,319 
Glass and glassware ...................5. 19,070 7,191 
SEEN ERE nen nme 15,212 9,582 
ES En Te 13,921 8,852 
TENET SL PEON RRS Aa 9,762 10,142 
re nD ee rete 8,658 6,354 
Carriages and carriage materials ..... 7,460 9,709 
Other manufactured goods ............ 439,854 52,022 























The above tables do not contain the whole of the leading 
articles of import. They are selected.as showing the more 
remarkable increases or decreases. The actual imports in 
se were, in some cases, less than half of the amount in 
1917. 

There was a falling off in the amount of coal imported by 
18,896 tons. On the other hand, the newly-worked coalfields 
at Rawang, in Selangor, produced 168,740 tons of coal in 
1918, compared with 155,279 tons in 1917, and 101,846 tons 
mn 1916. 

The value of imported European spirits jumped from 
£103,629 in 1917 to £123,461 in 1918, but there was a reduc- 
tion in the quantities by the following percentages :— 
Brandy, 12 per cent. ; gin, 31 per cent. ; whisky, 30 per cent. 

Exports. 

The continuance of the war affected the trade more 
seriously than in previous years, the lack of freight facili- 
ties and the restriction of imports into the United States 
leading to a reduction of the rubber output. Exports of 
rubber fell off 1,548 tons, while the reduction in value was 
about £8,500,000. 

As showing the progress of the rubber industry, the follow- 
ing table of quantities and values of rubber exports over 4 
period of ten vears may be given :— 


Tons. Value. 
ed 2.713 1,686,531 
EE ARMs: 8. 5,452 4,487,716 
EEC 8,792 4,656,711 
Pees 15,505 7 364 506 
ERD ens ee 23,465 6,610,795 
 SRerrer re 30,697 6,361 362 
eee. ee 44,523 10,897 365 
ERP ee ee 62,764 17,219,232 
ET ORE 79,831 22 050,727 
a aera 78.283 13,563 892 
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Tin, on the other hand, owing to record prices for the 
metal on the world’s markets, showed a continued increase 
in value with a reduction in quantity, viz., £11,032,234 for 
37,370 tons, against £8,489,610 for 39,833 tons in 1917. 

Copra was another raw material much in demand, but 
freight restrictions prevented the fullest benefit being 
derived by the coconut growers. The total export amounted 
to 25,490 tons, against 21,055 tons in 1917, and the value 
was £356,221, against £292,265 in 1917. 

TRADE WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The value of trade with the United Kingdom and its 
possessions amounted to £2,621,419, a decline of £3,595,949, 
most of which was in exports. The total value of foreign 
trade (excluding that of the United Kingdom and its 
porsessions) was valued at £1,520,361, of which £1,159,560 
were imports. There was an increase here of £115,098. It 
should be explained that the bulk of the trade of the Malay 
States is conducted through the ports of the Straits Settle- 
ments (Singapore and Penang), and appears in the Straits 
Settlements statistics. 

Amongst the thirty foreign countries trading with the 
Federated Malay States there was a decline of imports from 
11, the most noticeable being from Japan, India, and the 
Non-Federated Malay States. Imports from the United 
Kingdom and its possessions showed an increase of £146,650 ; 
frou. Siam, £141,750; from United States of America, 
£55.400: and from Australia, £48,180. 

Exports to 11 foreign countries increased, of which 
Sumatra, £55,180; Canada, £46,430; and France, £27,060: 
were the more important. On the other hand, there were 
decreases of £2,440,130 to the United Kingdom and its 
possessions ; of £192,500 to Ceylon; of £159,830 to United 
States of America; and an entire cessation to Holland. 








CEYLON. 
PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH STATE PANKS. 


The Ceylon Legislative Council has decided to appoint a 
Committee to consider and report on the desirability and 
feasibility of establishing State Banks for financing persons 
engaged in the production of food. 

During the debate it was stated that the Government at 
present gave the Co-operative Credit Societies only ten 
thousand rupees, while their total capital was something 
like 75,000 rupees, and the ainount of Government assistance 
was thus very small indeed. Large sums of money belonging 
to various institutions are available for such advances as 
are contemplated for the State Banks. It was pointed out 
that the Savings Bank had four million rupees on deposit ; 
some two millions were invested in Indian paper money 
earning only 3} per cent.; the Widows and Orphans Fund 
had nine million rupees to its credit. There were also in- 
vestments in the Indian War Loan reaching to several 
millions, 








EUROPE. 


FRANCE. 
FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-JUNE. 


Imports into France for the first six months of 1919 were 

valued as follows:—Food products, 3,488,837,000 francs; 
industrial material, 5,000,621,000 francs; manufactured 
articles, 3,638,745,000 francs; total, 12,128,203,000 francs. 
_ Exports were:—Food products, 249,272,000 francs; 
industrial materials, 382,190,000 francs; manufactured 
articles, 1,464,875,000 francs; postal packages, 162,147,000 
francs; total, 2,258,484,000 francs. 

Imports from the United States were valued at 
3,7/74,858,000 francs; from the United Kingdom, 
3,243,306,000 francs; and from Argentina, the next im- 
portant country, 567,389,000 francs. 

Exports to the United States totalled 160,492,000 franes; 
to the United Kingdom, 533,156,000 francs; and to Belgium, 
the next important country, 262,152,000 francs. 








THE BORDEAUN FAIR. 
(From the Acting British Consul.) 
BorpDEAUX. 


The official report of the Bordeaux Fair states that the 
third Annual Commercial Fair, which was held from 31st 
May to 15th June, marked a new stage in local industrial 
activities, and confirmed the practical results obtained from 
the fairs of 1916 and 1917. 

The two preceding fairs were held in September of their 
respective years, but in view of the fact that so many 
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French colonials arrive in France in May, it was decided 
to hold the fair this year in the early part of June, as that 
month was also deemed specially favourable for the attend- 
ance of agriculturists. 

The question of extending the buildings for the purposes 
ot exhibition was rendered the more difficult by the greatly 
increased costs of material and labour, but the Committee 
succeeded in obtaining buildings and space which offered 
facilities for extension and development, and would meet 
the needs of the next few years. , 

So eager was the desire to exhibit that the lists had to 
be prematurely closed after more than 1,300 acceptances. 
The fair was largely advertised in the French, colonial, and 
foreign press, and was given publicity in many other ways, 
s that there was a large attendance of buyers and sellers, 
and it proved difficult for visitors to find accommodation in 
the town. 

Agriculture, industry, commerce and banking, were repre- 
sented, and also maritime armaments; but, as had been 
designed, the fair bore a particularly colonial character, 
which was emphasised by the conferences held to discuss 
French Colonial problems. 

Other conferences also considered agricultural questions, 
vine growing, etc., and excursions were run to various 
Girondin vine-growing districts. 

The next fair will be held from 3ist March to 15th June, 
1920. 





ITALY. 





THE COFFEE MONOPOLY. 

By a Royal Decree of 30th August, the decree of the late 
Ministry No. 844 of 18th May, which remained in abeyance, 
is now modified and becomes law, Articles 3, 7, and 10 having 
been altered to read :— 

Article 3.—The General Directorate of Commercial Monopo- 
lies will undertake the provisioning of coffee for the kingdom, 
either by direct purchases or through private individual un- 
porters. For the three years ensuing from Ist January, 
1920, not less than half the supplies needed to fulfil the 
annual demands will he purchased through private importers. 

Article 7.—There will be no restrictions on the roasting 
of coffee to be consumed in the kingdom, but the retail 
selling price of roasted coffee must never exceed 28 per cent. 
of the fixed selling price of raw coffee. The Administration 
of the monopolies will supervise the roasting of coffee in order 
that qualities, types and mixtures shall correspond to the 
classifications and selling prices. 

Article 10.—The Directorate General of the Monopolies has 
the right to acquire the parcels of coffee now in the various 
ports of the kingdom which at the date of the present decree 
are still in bond. For such purchases, the price to be paid 
for Santos Superieur is fixed at lire 550 or lire 490, accord- 
ing to whether the coffee arrived in Italy before or after 
6th July, 1918. Such prices are reckoned per net quintal 
franco Customs House, and refer only to sound material in 
good condition. For other qualities and types of whatsoever 
origin, prices will be established by decree of the Ministry 
of Finance. Where goods have deteriorated prices will be 
regulated according to the degree of deterioration. Offers 
of sale must be made to the local buying commissions before 
15th September. 

EFFECTS. 


The Decree hardly changes the situation. The only facility 
to the merchant is that of being able to re-export, and in 
this branch of the trade it will be hard to compete with the 
organisations of Hamburg, Amsterdam and Liverpool when 
the internal market is cut off. 

Holders of stocks at the ports must either sell to the 
Government or re-export; but in the latter case it will be 
hard to obtain a profit which will cover the storage expenses. 





ELECTRIC LAMP MONOPOLY. 


The ‘‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale ’’ of 6th September publishes the 
full text of the decree establishing a monopoly of electric 
lemps. 

_ per cent. of the commercial value of all electric 
lamps must be paid to the State. When the lamps are of 
[talian manufacture, the sums owing to the State must be 
paid in before the 20th of each month for the account of 
the month previous. 

Small factories producing less than 10,000 lamps per 
annum may pay the tax in the form of an annual subscrip- 
tion. 

Lamps of foreign origin will incur the taxation when 
cleared at the Customs. 

Every maker of electric lamps must apply to the General 
Directorate of Commercial Monopolies within fifteen days 
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In 1911 Serbia exported, among other things, 17.758 
cattle, 5,920 pigs 61,998 sheep, 11,990 goats, 16,744,622 kg. 
meat in fresh and prepared condition, 1,287,702 kg. lard, 
34 mill. kg. fresh plums, 33 mill. kg. dried plums, and 
5-2 mill. kg. plum jam. The total value of Serbia’s export 








for a licence to continue working. New factories require a 
licence. The lamp factories will be inspected by Customs 
and Excise officials. 








JUGO-SLAVIA. | trade was din. 116,916,352, while the imports valued 
din. 115,525,515. (One dinar=one france at par.) 
INDUSTRIES AND COMMERCE. In 1911 the exports from Bosnia and Herzegovina valued 


kr, 121,765,583, imports kr. 154,101,977. The articles of 


An Austrian summary of the resources of Jugo-Slavia export included coal (kr. 36 mill.), cattle (kr. 10 mill.), 


pate a hg eee le tee “ eo uke, fruit (kr. 9{ mill.), of which kr. 6 mill. were dried plums 
ae we MERS OFS very similiar. Agriculture, cattle alone; animal products (kr. 6 mill.), tobacco and cigarettes 
raising, and forestry are the main occupations. Industry (kr. 1 mill, approximate), timber and saw mill products 
is only in its infancy, and is generally combined with agri- (kr. 34:3 mill.), chemical accessories (kr. 8 mill.), 
culture and forestry. (Krone=10d. at par.) 
AGRICULTURE. Statistics of the export and import trade of the other 
The tollowing table shows the chief products in quintals districts cannot be given with any accuracy, as separate 
for 1913 or 1912. as available: — records do not exist for States formerly attached to the 
| “ae Monarchy. — 
wes’ Geet lia oe oon Croatia-Slavonia has some separate statistics. In 1912 the 
1913 Serbia ............. 4,450,000 444,000 «1,040,000 795.000 5.800.000 livestock exports included 135,542 head of cattle, 45,545 
asi Croatia veces 500,203 648,422 G43,663 — 8M,514 5,000,000 calves, 23,316 horses, 168,740 sheep and goats, 264,302 pigs. 
aoe eal popes ier Bogen ier stp og “a The trade of the South Slay territories was naturally con- 
1913 Dalmatia "997 847 28 730 110 584 19.085 504.97] fined principally within the limits of the uniform Customs 
1913 Istria ..... | 97 407 R525 32.754 12,882 165,03 frontier. Germany, however, was also an important 


customer. 
In consequence of its situation, Dalmatia had more toreign 
connections than the states. Wine was sent to France, 


Croatia-Slavonia is the only region where potatoes and 
pulse are grown in any quantities—in 1913 the potato crop 





} is 5 3 Was 53 7h } ‘ > so 75 yf ry ‘ : 

er ~~ vas : roc quintals, - pulse ge cement to Turkey and Egypt, coal to Italy, ete. 
quintals. “ruit ius also largely grown in the South Slav 

d ‘ Sy CoMMUNICATIONS. 


districts. 

CaTTLE-RAIsIne. Croatia-Slavonia has by far the best railway system. The 
total length of its railroads is 2,544 km.; it has three 
direct connections with Austria, eight with Hungary, three 
with Bosnia, and one with Serbia. 


The following figures show livestock held immediately 
before the war :— 


; Sheep ‘ aL: 
| Cattle Horses Pigs and aatee Bosnia-Herzegovina has 1,121 km. of railroad, but of this 
Croatia-Slavonia steve 1,314,804 350,050 1.161.022 916,083 only the Bobelin-Banhaluka line (104 km.) has the normal 
Bosnia-Herzevovina aos 2ee go> 288,831 527 ,271 3,592,490 “ : ae ane . 

I 104.716 26 530 70,849 1,282,643 gauge—the rest being narrow gauge. 
ESETDA noses esses seetteteeneees 60,490 4,026 30,693 205,598 Dalmatia has only 235 km. terminus lines, but there will 
Carniola .... Sagas 296 O77 97 158 i intl 24.195 soon be a connection from Knin with the Lika railway, 
ry. ° ’ “3° - - — ‘ ; ic g j , - 
The agricultural methods prevailing in the Jugo-Slav which, on the Croatian side, is almost finished — 
districts are capable of considerable development. Modern Dalmatian frontier). The railway system of Carniola 


extends to 508 km. 

Before the Balkan war Serbia had 555 km. normal gauge 
line, and 382 km. narrow gauge. It has only one direct 
connection via Belgrade with the other parts of the South 


svstems and technical material require to be introduced. 


FORESTRY. 








Forestry is important in ail South Slav countries. Almost Slav State. 
half the total area is forest, and in Bosnia woods cover 52 SHIPPING. 
per cent. of the surface. In Serbia, however, in the southern ' Ocean shipping is naturally of greater importance for 
parts especially, the work is not properly organised. Only Dalmatia and Istria. In 1913 173,511 ships entered Dal- 
in the year before the war was some attempt made to tix matian harbours, a total tonnage of 27,807,722 tons, 155,285 
the limits of the forest land. Great parts of the forests being steamers. Of the thirteen chief ports of Dalmatia, 
in Crotia-Slavonia, Bosnia, and Herzegovina, and Slovenia, Spalato has the greatest traffic, then Zara and Gravosa. 
are ready tor clearing, and the timber industry is expecting The numerous ports of Istria, including Trieste, recorded 
great future development. the entrance of 71,256 boats, with a total tonnage 0i 

7,753,760 tons during the same year. 
MIn1NG. 

Bosmia occupied the first place in mining. In 1912 
8,529,206 quintals of lignite, 1,594,200 of iron ore, 1,823,048 NETHERLANDS. 
ot brine, 62,160 of sulphur pyrites, 46,510 of manganese ore, 
and 2,000 of chrome ore, were produced. There are also FOREIGN TRADE. JANUARY-JUNE. 
rich lignite deposits in Slovenia. In 1913 four companies inte ; 
had a total output of 4,250,000 guintals. (From the British Consul-General.) 

RoTIERDAM. 
INDUSTRIES. The Netherlands Trade Statistics for the first six months 

in Jugo-Slavia industry in general is only slightly of 1919, which have just been published, are of particular 
developed. Mills are everywhere the most important branch interest, inasmuch as they refer to the first complete post 
of industry. There are breweries in Croatia-Slavonia, Bosnia, war period. 
Slovenia, and Serbia: sugar factories in Slovenia (Osvek), | Unfortunately it is not possible to compare the figures 
in Bosnia (Usoro), and Serbia (Cuprya, Belgrade). The now given with those for pre-war periods, as the method 


bv which these statistics are drawn up was entirely Tre- 
organised on Ist January, 1917. 
Bearing that fact in mind, however, the following table 


timber industry is more important, especially the saw mills 
of Croatia-Slavonia (Belisce, Normanci, Gjurgjenovac, 





ee — and of Bosnia (Zavidovic, Dovelin, Drvar, may be of interest. (The figures previous. to 191. are 
enn .saeagyt Maat the manufacture of tannic acid (Gjurg- probably considerably lower than the actual values.) 
jenovac, Zupanja), and of cellulose (Drvar, etc.). The : P : ; : ’ 
cement industry is important in Slavonia (Beocin), Dal- eaeee™e sae geste 
“es eee a ae ee Ceee), oe Dutch Gulden. Dutch Gulden. 
anny Saat SNS SEED. ae Quay ae Renther Sediee- Reh ete ai 3,613,000,000 _ 3,113,000,(100 
tries are represented by large firms in Croatia and Carniola. 3,918,000,000 3,083,000.000 
The textile industry is also represented in these two TE Rey 2 889.187 .839 2.505,243.784 
countries, but more considerably in Serbia (Nish, Belgrade, Ee 2,110,826 ,175 1,749,235 ,231 
Kozare, etc.}, where in 1912 the production was valued at I a ca ete ao not available. 
10 million francs. ES ER er eran eee 796,510,000 512,061 000 
In Istria and Dalmatia there are canned fish works, and SS pee Soper ae 458,111,000 156,331 ,000 
olive presses for procuring olive oil. | The above may be further summarised as under :— 
ForEIGN TRADE | First six months, 1917 459,606 ,000 262,636,000 
| a | | Second six months, 1917 336,904,000 249,425,000 
The main exports from Jugo-Slavia are agricultural | First six months, 1918 197,849,000 108,560,000 
produce—cattle. meat. animal produce, timber, and products | Second six months. 1918 260,262,000 47.77) 000 


of the timber industry. | First six months, 1919 802,339,229 269,274,438 
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IMPORTS. 
The imports during the first hait ot 1919 trom the 
prim ipal countries were as follows :— 


linports from— Dutch Gulden. 


gS ECR IES LO eT PRP EED 205,282 .266* 
Pree rere repre 179,463,571 
EE  sithcdicagesdehinsiedxensssgueds 110,182,673 
Dutch Hast Indies .................... 57 478,073 
BEE | igencdoxnaustindaekuicanbemeninvnien 47,899,974 
NEL  dhasusuncetvethcubtenedensysanes 27 .664.011 
a a a 22 146.820 
OOO LTTE Te 9.573.505 
SOTTO, POLLO. ERE, HEE RET $,503.318 
a an Ae oe 1.787.921] 
“Includes meat, bacon, and lard.. 33,828,754 
Grain and flour ........... 66,154,691 
Raw cotton ........ ne 17 .278.137 
EXPORTS. 


Exports by principal countries of destination were as 
follows : - 


Exports to— Dutch Gulden. 


RS i Pl a lasennsis 117.432.179 
Dutch Hast Indies ................004 40,475,310 
ED TINE: «sg ascancssiiscinccsnens 38,538,231 
PN, ns cetesessndwnaessacsawebescessaes 37 .152,289 
Pree TAG. ocsiiccsccccscescese: aii 9 501 984 
SPOOR EE A TOE TOT e 65.407 859 
SOOO OT LOTTI TT ROT 2 992 599 
| EA DO Ae ier mee 2.564.187 
SS ON errno er ETE PPT 2,385,096 
Austria-FLUNG@ATy — ..........cceeeee eee’ 1.567 362 
i oe eee en aeasuens 1.J81.656 


COMPETITION. 

The following tigures show the total imports, together 
with the amounts received trom the principal countries, 01 
those articles in which the United Kingdom is chiefly 
interested : — 


\fetric NMletric 
‘Lon. (rutden. Ton. (Cruiden. 
1919 Ist half), 1912 ‘ist hati}. 


Coal, Briqueties, ete. _ ale 7 se 
1.483.186 65.984.720 854.115 40,410.5506 


ES. on ciel cainenws pene 1.4009 
From- - — _ Pa 
Germany ............. 979.387 14.046.557 (45.748 56.051.78: 
United Kingdom 194.8835 9 788.841 77.896 4.912.149 
iy A eee 135.782 7.852.549 110 5.500 
Raw Lron and Stee [. 
-_ See 27.455 6.878.821 12.269 4.480.465 
From a - ™ ; ms 2 
ee Greer 15.257 5.802.455 6.480 2.031.11% 
United Kingdom 7.047 1.481.711 5] 11.¢ 
. | ie | 932 517.970 sles 


Iron and Steel  anddnetiones of. 


a as 915.222 71.914.681 717580 38,474,189 

From— - | 
Germanv............... 116.721 40.30.6050 64.496 335.194,195 
United Kingdom 71.904 18,995.427 368 214.841 
aa eee 8.240 5.843.772 3.562 3.498.699 
SR es 10.269 3.866.920 -_ _ 


Factory, acinanns and Power Machinery. 


ge 31.966 39.111.655 15.473 21.415.118 
From— 

Pee 92.389 19.768.670 12.163 13.068.830 

United Kingdom _...... 5.187 4.674.859 178 279.685 

Eee eee 2.148 3.997 249 
Cotton Wisgihie including Sewing Cotton. 

Total si... Saas 7.978 25.0635.115 43 295.186 
From— 

United Kingdom... 9.903 14.612.214 1 6.9678 

re 37 157.832 — 
Woollen Yarns. 

halen a a 140 1.214.176 ] aR egy 
From— 

United Kingdom 139 1.211.485 1 11.127 
Piece- Goods, Cotton. 

Total 2... 3.746 32.628.030 80 =: 1.790, 730 
From— 

United Kingdom... 3.515 26.399.842 1,994 

Switzerland ......... 177 =—- 5,6 14.262 78 1.762.539 
Piece-Goods, Woollen. 

Total “SE ree 1.356 20.487.824 ] 10.55Y 

United Kingdom _... 1.275 19.051 ,.943 1 8.845 

POOOS .......... stints 30 744.612 — —- 
Articles of Fashion. 
EPS ere ee 405 3.827.485 146 §=1,925.206 
From— 

United Kingdom 284 2.499.492 50 580.991 

Switzerland ............ 30 480.051 16 205.910 

| Se 28 168.619 _ we 

Germany et ee ween 27 551.746 66 1.296.559 
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Metric Metric 
Ton. Gzulden. Ton. 
1919 (1st half). 


Crulden. 
1918 (1st half). 


( hem cals ii af Dues. 


Th - | nee ees 2935/7 8.666.575 13.406 7.899.962 
rem— 
Germany 14.867 3.350.179 4,927 2.261.192 
Uirted Kingdom 10.757 2.580.690 5.195 1.254.877 
Pauper. 
‘| ee ‘a 9.042 6.129.125 7,889 6.077.453 
From—- 
Germany ...... 4.524 2.943.740 2,705 3.021.068 
Norway ...... 2.685 1.384.994 2,830 1.496.143 
Sweden re ee aoe 1.542 855,408 1.761 900 .684 
Umied Kingdon: 129 271.211 42 26.958 
Haberdask« ry Bane Wy (x ods, ¢ tc. 
Total —.... o 692 =. 2.807.975 821 .2,515.492 
From— 
Germany. es 485 500,850 689 2.134,862 
United King ude m OG 678.652 ] 1,112 
France .......... ‘eels 33 335.515 4 1.814 


Pores lain and Karthenware. 


ee ee 5.058 1.282.506 6.178 2.158.500 
From— 

Germany .......... 2.172 809 563 5.918 1.944.253 

Austria-Hungary ..... 183 188,434 ~ 174 157,464 

lnited Kingdo mn 335 174.876 70 43 303 


The ahove figures speak for themselves, but it would not 
seem out of place to draw particular attention to the follow- 
ing points :— 

(1) The United Kingdom has, on the whole, made very 
satisfactory increase, particulariy in the textile lines. 

(2) Germany has to a considerable extent fallen from the 
vommanding position held by her during the war. Par- 
cicularly noticeable is the fall from f. 1,296,559 (first place) 
to f. 351,746 (third place) ‘Articles of Fashion.’ 

(3) The United States has risen to first position anrong 
exporters to Holiand and, even leaving foodstuffs out of 
account. has become a serious competitor in several lines, 
notablv ‘“*Machinery.”’ 


ROUMANIA. 








CROP PROSPECTS AND THE ENPORTALLE 
SURPLUS. 
(ron: . 7 a (Coneme) cial Ne cretary.) 
BUCHAREST. 

toumanian Government, while tor the present 
prohibiting the export of grain. are issuing permits for any 
exportation which may be allowed in the future, the 
country's crop prospects and the forecasts of the exportable 
surplus of grain deserve consideration. The prohibition of 
exports 1s officially stated to have been enforced with the 
iach of gaining time to estimate the total crops, and to 
decide the quantities available for export. 


As the 


THe RouMANIAN WHEAT CRopP. 


The Ministry of Industry and Commerce, in its report 
for the end of June, stated that the condition of the wheat 
crop in 26 out of 32 departments was good, in one very good, 
and in five medium. Estimates of the exportable surplus 
range from 500,000 to 600,000 tons of a minimum value of 
£5.000.000, and some portion of this, together with other 
surplus grain, should be ready for shipment this year at 
(alatz and Braila 


BESSARABIAN GRAIN EstTIMATEs. 

The grain harvest in Southern Bessarabia this vear was 
exceptionally good, averaging 0-6 tons to the acre. For the 
whole of Bessarabia a surplus of about 500,000 tons of wheat 
and a similar quantity of rve, barley, and oats, is estimated, 
and part at least will be sold for consumption abroad, 
probably being shipped from Ismail and Akerman, as well 
as Galatz and Braila. A quantity of maize should also be 
available for export in the spring. 


Appended are estimates, in tons, of Bessarabian yields :— 


Exportable 
Grain. Harvest. Surplus. 
RR ENTER ero 283,000 160,000 
pres 922.000 503,800 
re 570,000 258,400 
ite cccsucc 115,000 54.400 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 


NEAR EAST. 
MOROCCO (French Zone). 


ESTABLISHMENT OF AGPICULTURAL BANK. 
(From H.M. Agent and Consul-General.) 
TANGIER. 

A French Bank of Agriculture, Commerce and Indusiry is 
to be established in the French Zone with a capital ot 
5,000,000 frances, at least 30 per cent. of which is reserved 
for subscription by residents in Morocco, the remainder to 
be subscribed in France. 

The principal business of the bank, according to the 
‘‘Bulletin Officiel,’’ ‘‘will be to favour the economic develop- 
ment of the country by advancing tunds tor agricultural, 
industrial, or commercial enterprises.”’ 














LAGOON FISHING CONCESSION. 
(From H.M,. Representative.) 
TANGIER. 

The ‘Bulletin Officiel”’ of 4th August contains a Dahir 
and Cahier des Charges granting a concession for the fishing 
rights in the Sidi Moussa Lagoon, situated at Oualadiya. 
between Mazagan and Saffi. The lagoon is a narrow estuary 
running up a few miles parallel to the coast line. 

Neither in the Dahir nor in the Cahier des Charges is 
there any mention of the term for which the concession has 
been granted, nor is there any provision made for declaring 
the concession to have lapsed, or to be withdrawn. It can 
hardly be supposed, however, that the concession is intended 
to be in perpetuity. 

The grantees—two Frenchinen—have the righi to construct 
the necessary works, such as barrages, piers, fish ponds, etc., 
within the limits of their concession, which extends inshore 
to a distance of six metres beyond high-water mark, but 
they must do nothing that would prevent the flow of the 
tide to the end of the lagoon or keep fish from running up. 

The grantees must establish a school of fishing for natives, 
of whom there must be at least eight, and, should the 
authorities so require, there may be as many as 15. The 
course of instruction will be for one vear, but mav_ he 
extended to 18 months if the Protectorate Authorities think 
proper. The grantee must instruct, lodge, feed and clothe 
these pupils at his own expense, and must also pay them 
wages varying from 25 centimes to a franc per day, as a 
minimum, according to their length of apprenticeship. 

The right of control is reserved to the Protectorate 
Authorities over the exploitation of the fishing, the con- 
struction of works, the instruction of the apprentices, etc. 
A reserve is also made in regard to the rights of third parties 
to fish in the lagoon, with line, dip nets (au palanque), or 
cast net. 








TRIPOLI. 


EXTENSION OF TRADING OPPORTUNITIES. 
(From the Acting British Consul-General.) 
TRIPOLI. 

Since the beginning of May the country for about fifteen 
miles south of the Tripoli oasis has been opened for com- 
merce—a railway having been constructed to that distance. 
A quantity of the Manchester goods in stock have thus been 
disposed of. 

Trade developments, however, have not yet reached -a 
stage from which a helpful report can be made, as the 
opening of the interior is so recent, and the new political 
arrangements are not yet in working order. The whole 
coast of Tripolitania east of Tripoli has now, since the end 
of June, also been opened, but trade has not vet commenced 
in that direction. 

Up to 1915 the import trade of Tripoli was very active, 
but in that year it suffered a very serious check through 
the withdrawal of the garrisons from the coast and the 
interior, and the war in Europe. In the case of many 
articles importation was restricted by prohibition of export 
from Italy and from abroad, while several foodstuffs were 
monopolised by the Consorzio Autonomo Tripolino dei 
Consumi. Therefore statistics, while they would give some 
idea of the trade of the Colony, w&uld not represent its 
commercial potentialities, inasmuch as they would only 
show the amount of the import trade of the country since 
1915—during which period importation was considerably 
influenced first by the numerical reduction of the garrisons 
and then by the sudden influx of strong contingents of 
troops. 








Locart SELLING CoMBINE. 


A company of local merchants has been formed into the 
*“Societa Tripolina,’’ consisting of about 130 business men 
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of Tripoli, united for the special purpose of selling to the 
natives of the interior on the interior being re-opened, 
trom the stocks in Tripoli town of foodstuffs, colonial pro- 
duce, Manchester goods, or any other merchandise. 

The Societa is to continue operations till 1930. Its capital 
is 4,000,000 lire, of which 10 per cent. has been paid up. 
The Societa has done as vet comparatively little business, 
The demand for the Manchester goods has been disappoint- 
ing. The natives of the interior, while shut off from the 
coast of Tripolitania, were getting such goods from 
Cvrenaica. 





AFRICA. 


CANARY ISLANDS (Teneriffe). 
FOREIGN TRADE, APRIL-JUNE. 


H.M. Consul at Teneriffe has forwarded the following 
particulars of the import and export trade of Teneriffe for 
the quarter ended 30th June :— 








IMPORTS. 

The value of imports shows an increase over the previous 
quarter of £350,000. Great Britain coming first with an 
increase of £200,000, Spain next with £50,000. Iinports 
trom the United States of America show a slight decrease 
owing to Jack of coal imports. 

Exports. 

A large increase has taken place in the export of both 
hananas and tomatoes for the quarter. The comparative 
figures are as follows : — 


Bananas. Tomatoes. 
Crates. Bundles. 
ne ere 117,442 52,830 
Eo ccaniccadinsess 224,791 192,578 





MADAGASCAR. 
NEW HYDRO-ELECTRIC INSTALLATION. 


The installation of water and electric-light systems for 
Tamatave, the principal port of Madagascar, is under con- 
sideration by the authorities, and the project has the 
approval of the Governor-General. 

The electric current is to be furnished by waterfalls 
situated 10 to 15 miles west ot Tamatave, on the Ivon- 
drono River. In view of the capacity of these falls, 
estimated at 3,000 horse-power, it is agreed that in addi- 
tion to the municipality of Tamatave the colony of Mada- 
gascar and dependencies should also become interested, and 
that this water-power should be made available in order to 
furnish power for the general future needs of the colony 
in connection with such important undertakings as the 
electrification of the railway from Tananarive to Tamatave, 
a distance of 229 miles, electro-metallurgical and_ electro- 
chemical industries, ete. 

It is proposed, therefore, that the colony undertake the 
harnessing of this water-power, which would necessitate thie 
building of a dam, reservoirs, canals, and a power plant. 
The obligation of the municipality will thus be reduced to 
the installation of two groups of turbines to furnish 500 
kilowatts of alternating current, power cables, transformers, 
and the distribution of water in the town of Tamatave. The 
colony’s expenses in this connection will, it is estimated, be 
625,000 frances, and those of the municipality of Tamatave 
1,225,000 frances. 

It is being considered whether it will be better to have 
all of this work done under contracts to be awarded on bids, 
or to have it undertaken by the local services. Whatever 
might be decided, however, it is admitted that the first 
part of the work—that which is to be undertaken by the 
colony—should be awarded only to contractors in the colony, 
and proposals for the second part should be submitted con- 
currently in the colony and in France. As a rule, all con- 
tracts for public works in Madagascar are awarded to French 
citizens only. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


INCREASING IMPORTS AND DECREASING 
EXPORTS. 

Imports in the United States in July were the largest in 
the history of the country, while the exports were the 
lowest in any month of this year, according to a statement 
given out recently by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce of the Department of Commerce. 

The July exports amounted to 570,000,000 dols., nearly 
350,000,000 dols. less than in June (the high-record month), 
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Huc an increase over the 507,000,000 dols. exports in July, 
1918. For the seven months ended with July the exports 
were 4,618,000,000 dols. in 1919, and 3,482,000,000 dols, in 
1918, an increase of nearly 33 per cent. in one year. 

July imports were valuea at 345,000,000 dols., as against 
993,000,000 dols. in June, 1919, and 242,000,000 dols. in 
July. 1918. They are the largest monthly imports in the 
history of American foreign trade, exceeding by 16,000,000 
dols. the previous high record in May of this vear. Imports 
for the seven months ended with July were 1,955,000,600 
dols. in 1919, against 1,788.000,000 dols. in 1918, an increase 
in the last year of less than 10 per cent. 

The excess of exports over imports was 225,000,000 dols. 
in July. In the first seven months of this year exports 
exceeded imports by 2,663,000,000 dols.—-969,000,000 dolls. 
more than the excess in the corresponding period of 1918, or 
an increase of 57 per cent. 





LATIN AMERICA. 


BRAZIL. 


RUBPER ENPORTS. 
(From the Acting British Consul.) 








Para. 

The exports of rubber and caucho from the Amazon 
Valley during the crop year, July, 1918, to June, 1919, 
totalled 33,149,890 kilogs (18,189,952 kilogs from Para, 
13,450,328 kilogs from Manaos, and 1,382,518 kilogs shipped 
through Iquitos), of which 22,444,903 kilogs went to the 
United States, and 10,704,987 kilogs to Europe. 

The quantity exported to the United States included 
9.089.261 kilogs fine, 2,099,865 kilogs medium, 5,237,022 
kilogs coarse, and 6,018,755 kilogs caucho, while exports to 
the United Kingdom consisted of 8,252,649 kilogs fine, 
347,304 kilogs medium, 523,603 kilogs coarse, and 1,581,431 
caucho. 

Exvorts puRING JULY. 

During the month of July the receipts of rubber at the 
port of Para consisted of 1,525 tons, which, in addition to 
stocks on hand on 30th June, made a total available for 
export of 6.825 tons. Of this amount, 986 tons were ex- 
ported to the United States, 873 tons to Europe, and 2 tons 
to South Brazil, leaving stocks at 3lst July of 4,964 tons. 


CHILE. 


GOVERNMENT POLICY. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 
SANTIAGO. 

Outlining the Government policy in his recent message 
to Congress, the Chilean Prime Minister stated that it was 
proposed to pursue a national policy in the interests of the 
well-being and progress of the country. The Government’s 
policy includes : — 

(1) The modification of the tributary system in order that 
it may rest on more just and equitable foundations. 

(2) Measures to fix the value of Chilean money. 

(3) The construction of roads, bridges, railways, and the 
prosecution of irrigation works, thereby assisting agricul- 
ture, mining, the nitrate industry, commerce, and all those 
interests which tend towards the prosperity of the country. 

(4) Measures to deal with the liquor problem and other 
social evils. 

REVENUE Position. 

His Excellency stated that the surplus for the financial 
year 1915 was 22,337,721 pesos gold. and 15,853,655 pesos 
paper. <A large deficit is now expected for the present year, 
Which is attributed almost entirely to the falling off in the 
export duties on nitrate. Shouid the means at present 
contemplated prove insufficient to cover the public expendi- 
ture, other sources of revenue would have to be found. 

On 3lst December, 1918. the funds destined for the 
conversion of paper money were distributed as follows :— 


Pesos gold. 


RM Sa aE LTD 47 054,130 
In Santiago ....................:... 64,000,000 
En route to Chile ............... 218.107 


The money which was in Germany had been all trans- 


ferred to Chile and was now deposited in Santiago in the 
Moneda. 
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He stated that one of his keenest aspirations was to 
secure the stability of exchange, and that the creation of 
a conversion Caisse (Caja de Conversion), or the establish- 
inent of a privileged bank to fix the exchange at 12 pence, 
would meet the requirements of the country. 

NITRATE Exports. 


The amount of nitrate exported during the first four 
months of 1919 was 3,691,564 Spanish quintals, as compared 
with 18,344,912 Spanish quintals for the same period in 
1918. (Spanish quintal=101-44 Ib.) 

As regards foreign trade for the vear 1918, the value of 
imports amounted to 436,074,065 pesos, and of exports to 
799,625,417 pesos, showing an increase of 80,997,038 pesos 
and 87,336,389 pesos respectively over those for the previous 
vear. 

[In December, 1918. the deposits of general funds in 
foreign banks exceeded £4,000,000. After service of foreign 
loans, payment of Diplomatic and Consular expenses there 
remained a credit balance of £2,500,000 and 1,437,000 dols. 
American gold, the latter deposited in North American 
banks. 





GUATEMALA. 





SUPERVISION OF BANKS. 

The Government of Guatemala has passed an Ordinance 
whereby all banking houses not operating under charter 
are required to submit their books to the supervision of an 
inspector, in the same manner as chartered banks having the 
right to issue notes. 

The object of the Law, it is stated, is to allay public feeling 
in regard to the fluctuations of exchange, which has done, 
and is doing, so much harm to.commerce and the coffee’ indus- 
try, by making it appear that with the appointment of an 
inspector the gambling in exchange can be curtailed. 

Foreign concerns look with some alarm upon the applica- 
tion of the law. 

It is also understood that firms contemplate resisting 
inspection under this Ordinance. 

It may be that the Ordinance will be treated as others 
have been, which have excited adverse criticism on the part 
of foreign commercial houses, viz., that it will not be put 
into operation. The legal advisers of all the principal 
British and American firms are to meet and discuss the 
measure. 





URUGDAY. 


MARKET FOR SANITARY WARE AND 
PIRE-CLAY. 
(From the British Consul-General.) 
MONTEVIDEO. 

A Bill has been presented to the Uruguayan Legislative 
Chambers to make the installation of bathrooms in all 
houses obligatory. If the Bill becomes law, as is probable, 
the prospects for the sale of fire-clay sanitary ware and 
corresponding goods, in Uruguay, will offer a favourable 
market. 

The market is naturally small, but it may be expected 
that a certain impetus will be given to the sale of sanitary 
ware by the recent installation of complete drainage 
systems in the towns of Salto, -Paysandu, and Mercedes. 
Similar installations in other country towns are also con- 
templated, and, it is believed, will shortly be commenced. 
The work has been carried out by an American company, 
and the same firm will undertake the work in other towns, 
with the exception of Canelones, which has been allotted 
to the Montevideo Waterworks Company. 

The Municipality of Montevideo has at present under 
consideration a plan for extending the system of drainage 
to certain outlying districts of the capital, and should this 
work be decided upon, it is to be presumed that tenders 
will be called for. 

Building operations, which have been suspended since the 
beginning of the war, are likely to be renewed at an early 
date, and the authorities appear to be desirous of encourag- 
ing activity in this direction. The Mortgage Bank, a State 
institution, is offering special facilities to builders, and 
there is talk of presenting a Bill to allow free entry of 
building materials. 
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Shipping and Docks. 


CASUALTY RETURNS FOR AUGUST, 1919. 

The Liverpool Underwriters’ Association has issued the 
following Return of Casualties to Vessels of 500 tons gross 
register and upwards, which have been posted in the Loss 
300k during the month ended 3lst August, 1919:— 

Number and Total Gross Tonnage of Vessels Lost posted 
in the Loss Book during the month of August in the under- 
mentioned years : -— 











1919. Number. Gross tonnage. 
4 NE esikdisn’ — on 
British cececveses ' “team = 1.60] 
a , NE cade l -10 
{6 eee i Steam 7 10.669 
13 26.980 

1Q1s, Number. Gross tonnage. 
Britic] coi tai 1.400 
» ~ ‘ . —_ a= 
FETISH =... .-- + ‘Steam ..... i] 27.437 
: “ail oesseense ‘ 5 429 

‘yore ry / ‘ “ = 

Foreign ..... » Steam ..... v 38.420 
2s (a.2759 

lGk;. Number. Grass Tonnage. 
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ROUTES TO 
H.M. Aqent.) 
TANGIER. 

Articles in the French and local press have lately been 
discussing the importance of the trade rontes across the 
Algerian trontier. The ‘‘Journal’’ of the 17th July gave 
details of the allotment of £7,250,000 for expenditure on 
public works for the current year, and some interesting 
information respecting the development of the trade routes 
to Fez, in view of the strong competition exerted via 
Melilla by the representatives of Spain, is contained in 
these articles. 

FrencH Route To FErz. 

At present the most favourable route for French trade 
is that across the Algerian frontier by Oudja, but it is 
anticipated that when the Tangier-Fez Railway is built. 
and the. harbour at Tangier constructed, the current 01 
trade will return to the last-named town, whence it has 
lately been diverted to Casablanca and Kenitra. 

Fifteen vears ago imports destined for Fez came by way 
of Tangier and Laraiche, but the French establishment at 
Casablanca, the creation of the port of Kenitra, and the 
construction of the railway on the shorter route, has driven 
the trade more and more to the latter places, and par- 
ticularly to Casablanca. 

Various reasons are given in the articles for the establish- 
ment of another port to serve Fez and the hinterland. The 
insecurity to caravans on the Algerian routes is one, the 
French occupation of Eastern Morocco, and the completion 
of the railway from Oudja to Tasa, are among others which 
favour the development of traffic between Fez and Oran. 

Rainway snp Motor SERVICES. 

The only obstacle that existed was the difficulty of trans- 
portation between Fez and Tasa by the hitherto long and 
precarious caravan route—122 kilos. out of a total distance 
of 602 kilos. Now. however, the establishment of the 
railway and a regular service of motor lorries within a few 
months has changed the outlook. 

Oran as A NEw Port. 


Oran, from which before the war there was a large export 
of wines, is considered favourable as a new transit port 
for Fez, because it would be more advantageous for use 
than Casablanca or the river port of Kenitra, which is 
often inaccessible, the result being that freights from 
France or foreign countries are lower than at the Atlantic 
ports, and are not burdened with the cost of anchorage. 
disembarkment being effected at the quay. The difference 
between the Customs regulations on the Atlantic coast and 
on the frontier also favours Oran, as does the difference 
between tariffs for certains goods in Eastern Morocco com- 
pared with those in Western Morocco. As it is this mer- 
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chandise which represents the larger proportion of Moroccan 
imports, further support is lent to the desirability of Oran 
as a port trom which the needs of Fez should be supplied. 


PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 
DEVELOPMENTS AT BEIRA. 


(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner.) 
JOHANNESBURG. 








Important changes are impending at Beira in conjunction 
with port facilities. The pier, which was never completed, 
was doomed to failure, partly because of the current, partly 
because metal piers cannot stand the corrosive atmosphere. 
As a result, all cargo has been worked by lightering in the 
stream, the lighters loading and discharging at the timber 
wharf on the right bank of the creek. 

It is intended to retain this system, merely developing 
the wharf and ultimately extending it round the point, 
and past the pier, to accommodate small steamers and 
lighters, equipping it with all modern appliances. The 
present Custom house ‘vill become a modern passenger 
station, the Custom house and all accommodation for 
soods being transferred across the creek, The railwav line 
will be relaid to follow the line of wharf, 

The expert now advising the Union Government as to 
elevators will advise as to the location of an elevator at this 
port, and probably as to a floating elevator. 

A considerable amount of dredging, both in connection 
with these developments and tor matntenance, will have to 
be done. At present the port has only one rather primitive 
dredger, and United Kingdom dredger builders might with 
advantage study the requirements of the case. Reinforce- 
ment of the foreshore and reclamation by pumping will be 
included in the dredging programme. The river hed is 
stiff alluvial mud of great depth without rock. 

There are also possibilities in connection with 
bhunkering. 

It is worth noting that Chinde harbour is apparently 
irretrievably silted up. leaving Quelimane as the only 


naiternative as a rival to Beira on this coast. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
CREWS OF AMERICAN MERCHANT SHIPS. 


The proportion of native-born and naturalised Americans 
among the officers and crews of American merchant ships 
during the fiscal vear ended 30th June, 1919, increased to 
47°6 per cent. of the totai, and is now substantially the 
same as in 1914, but native-born Americans comprised 
tour-fitths of this percentage for the past fiscal vear, and 
two-thirds during 1914. 

The change is due in part to young Americans discharged 
from the Navy who have entered the merchant service, to 
those who under the draft laws preferred the merchant 
service to the Army, and to the appropriation of 6,250,000 
dols. by Congress to the Shipping Board for recruiting and 
training officers, engineers, and crews for American mer- 
chant vessels. 

The nationality of those shipped as officers (excluding 
masters) and men (counting repeated shipments) before 
United States Shipping Commissioners, as returned to the 
Bureau of Navigation, Department of Commerce, was as 
icllows for the past six years:— 

Nationality. 1914. 3915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 1919. 
Americans (born) .. 63.247 65.196 76.956 81.899 72.613 7,160 
Americans 








(naturalised) 31.417 29,965 31,877 26,826 24,868 24,676 
3ritish 24.745 29.395 29,523 28.947 26,967 26,848 
Chinese H4 471 68 42 205 729 
Japanese OS 200 245 308 972 1,198 
Filipinos a2 482 528 650 1,091 1,154 
Germans 9497 9,466 12,415 10,254 206 138 
Norwegians 8.194 9.891 11,383 9,819 9.617 10,237 
Swedes 6.321 7.878 9,208 9,505 10,095 10,054 
Danes 2200 4,084 4,608 4,892 5,467 5,843 
Russians 4526 5.930 7,949 8150 9,127 10,108 
Austrians 2363 3.536 3,474 1,894 427 125 
Freneh 617 716 892 783 663 694 
Spanish 5.022 25,2952 33,139 34,006 31,643 24.163 
Italians $368 4,843 4,150 4,079 3,491 2,503 
Portuguese 3,92] 5,034 4,733 5,762 4,869 5,481 
Others 11.442 16,196 21,533 25,322 30,019 34,811 
Unknown 10 S&S ma sia 


Total 


Per cent. Americans 


47-4 


43°5 


43°2 


—- -—_—— ——____—— — 


_. 199.584 218,541 252,681 253,141 232,340 255,922 


4-29 


—_—< 


41-9 47°6 


Those classed as ‘‘others’’ are mainly from the countries 
of South America, citizens of the several States which have 
heen created by the war, and Swiss shipping as stewards. 
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Railways. 


BELGIUM. 
PROPOSED ELECTRIC TRAMWAY BETWEEN 
VISE AND VIVEGNIS. 
(From the British Viee-Consul.) 








LIEGE. 

It is proposed to establish an electric tramwav between 
Vise and Vivegnis, the terminus of the Liege system of 
tramways. This would serve to connect the latter town 
with Vise, which, owing to the completion by the Germans 
of the bridge across the Meuse, will create a new. short. 
direct route between Germany and Brussels. It is intended 
later on to build five other lines, linking Vise with Maes- 
iricht, Tongres, and other towns of importance in the 
district. 

A Co-operative Society, with an estimated capital of 
2.000,000 to 3,000,000 frs., is in process of formation, with 
a view to providing the necessary funds for the guarantee 
which it will be necessary to deposit with the Government 
for the concession. 

It is also probable that the power required for the tram- 
way system will be utilised to supply electric light to some 
of the towns and villages served by the tramway. 





CHINA. 


REVISION OF SHANGHAI-DATREN FREIGH? 
RATES. 


(from the British Consul.) 





DaIREN. 
The fcllowing table gives the revised figures for the freight 


rates between Dairen and Shanvhai:— 
Goods. Freight rate. 


Gold Yen. 


Beans and beancake (per picul) ............... 0-55 
Bean oil (in basket) (per basket of 14 ¢. ft.) ...... 4-60 
Bean oil (in basket) (per basket of 20 ©. ft.) ...... 6-20 
Bean oil (in case, drum, or barrel) (per ton— 
MN isha hale adh Ne deena Sia nen wm aetna des wks 10-00 
Kaolhiang and grain of all kinds (per picul) ...... O55 
Seeds (hemp, melon) (per picul)........................ 1-80 
Ground nuts (in shell) (per picu!) ...................8. 1.60 
Ground nuts (shelled) (per picul) ..................... 0-70 
fT gg ef ee rrrreeriery rt eres 8-30 
Wa raw silk (per packame) ...............0....cccc.cceee 2°40 
Wreete. TOW MIR (ier GDC. TE.) oo. i ccc ccc ccccecesenes 8-30 
EE CN ME occ din sidan vuvsignnviewsscswapardpentee 0-7 
SY NE ME Ms, WD hop des ptsuikerincnsderandinndceesome 8-30 


ITALY. 
ELECTRIFICATION OF RAILWAYS. 

The Royal Decree for the electrification of certain Italian 
railwavs has received the Royal signature. Although not 
published at the time of writing. its substance, based on 
summaries appearing in the press, is given below. 

Electric traction must be applied to— 

(a) Existing State railway lines and those under con- 
struction, to the extent of not less than 6,000 
kilometres. 

(b) Existing private lines and tramways and those where 
concessions are pending, with revision of such 
negotiations where not concreted, where it is 
possible and advisable for electric traction to be 
applied. 

State lines to be electrified will be announced in further 
Decrees. In the case of private lines, a Decree will be issued 
by the Minister of Transports, in collaboration with the 
Minister of Public Works. 

EXPENDITURE. 





Independently of funds which are available under certain 
previons Decrees, the expenditure of 800 million hire is 
authorised, to be debited to the Extraordinary Expenditure 
account of the Minister of Transports. Beginning with the 
vear 1919-1920, this sum will be allocated in eight instal- 
ments for execution of works comprised in category (a) 
above. 

The allocation for the year 1919-20 is 50 million lire. 
Further instalments will require legal approval in the ex- 
penditure account of the Ministry of Transports. 

The Administration of the State Railways, or the Private 
Concessionary companies under the supervision of the Ad- 
ministration will undertake the equipment of the lines of 


contact, the supply of current, etc. The supply of electric 


ocomotives will be undertaken by the State Railways with 
funds from the Rolling Stock account. 





RAILWAYS—continued. 








PowER SUPPLIES. 

Power tor the electrification of the railways is to be sup- 
plied by the private power producing companies. These will 
be responsible for the power until it leaves the sub-stations 
cose to the permanent way, where it must be delivered in 
uccerdance with the necessities of railway electric traction, 
save in special cases where the Ministry of Transports :may 
decide that it is in the interest of the State railwavs to 
provide for the transforming and maintenance of the cur- 
rent. In the event of there being no private power. com- 
pany in the district, or the existing company being unable 
to supply the required power, or if, in supplying it, it 
would damage the commercial prosperity and development 
ot the local industries, or if the resulting cost to the State 
Railways be too high, then the Minister of Transports may 
install water-power stations for the account of the State, 
having regard to the water reserved or conceded to the 
Administration in accordance with existing legislation. 
Under similar conditions the State may erect combustion 
power stations, utilising national fuel. 

In cases of installation of new power stations, or the modi- 
fication of existing stations, where power supplies are effected 
under special conditions or circumstances, and where finan- 
cial support is a proved necessity, a subsidy may be granted 
to the supply companies for a period not exceeding twenty 
vears, but in no case is such a subsidy to amount to more 
than 40 lire per kilowatt used for the electrification of the 
railways, and reckoned at 3,000 hours annually. 

The price paid tor power is fixed on an estimate of the 
actual cost of the plant and the transformation or conversion 
ot the energy. On such costs are calculated interest at the 
rate of 6 per cent. per annum, whilst the writing down is 
reckoned in such a manner that the plant will be written off 
in accordance with the act of concession. 

To these sums must be added the general working expenses 
and a ratio of industrial profit, which must not exceed one- 
tenth of the annual expenses, reckoned as above. 


NeW COMPANIES. 

The general scheme of electrification and those concerning 
the various sources of electric power, special projects relat- 
ing to new installations, whether hydraulic or thermo-electric 
from national fuel, decisions as regards respective subsidies, 
the courses and the nature of the lines of transmission and 
of the transforming and converting centres, including the 
alteration of existing installations, are approved of by decree 
of the Ministry of Transports on the sole recommendation of 
an Electrification of Railways Commission. 

When, in the case of a region to be traversed by an electri- 
fied railway, there are several power-producing companies, 
the Minister of Transports, in order to secure the continuous 
supply of power and a reasonable exchange of power between 
the various companies,-may allocate the supplying of power 
to (a) the companies formed into one single body or to one 
company whose engagements should be guaranteed by the 
others ; (b) to thermo-electric power companies to be installed 
so as to utilise national fuel; (c) to hydro-electric power 
stations laid down to utilise water power derived from 
reservoirs maintained by rain or floods, with a view to con- 
stituting adequate reserves, especially in the valleys of the 
Apennines. 

CoMMENTS. 

One criticism of the above undertaking states that in 
round figures the electrification of the lines will cost 
1.800.000,000 lire, and the power produced annuaily 
1.200,000,000 Kw., generated by installations of at least 
30,000 Kw. In computing the power of the station, an 
annual utilisation of 4,000 hours is reckoned, though, before 
the war, the utilisation was 2,500 hours; but current transit 
improvements are expected to give a higher yield 

The saving of coal if 6,000 km. are electrified is calculated 
at 2.400,000 tons per annum, on the basis of 2 kilograms oi 
coal to one Kw. With coal at the price of 100 lire per ton, 
the saving will amount to 240 million lire per annum. It 
proceeds to state :— 

‘“The amount saved should exceed by 400,000 tons the 
consumption of the State railways in 1913, on its own lines 
of 14,900 km. There will still remain 8,000 km. requiring 
coal. When one realises that the expenditure of 3 milliards 
n.eans an annual bill of at least 450 millions, the delusiveness 
of the scheme appears in full. More will be paid to the 
foreigner in raw material for the transformation from steam 
to electric traction than in return for coal.”’ 

Another writer states that for the electrification oi 
6.000 km. of railway, at least 300,000 km. of copper wire will 
be required, which must all be purchased abroad. The 
copper can be substituted by aluminium, which can be ex- 
tracted from bauxite, of which there are large deposits in 
the Marsica. Sannio, Friuli and Istria. 


—— 
=< 
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Minerals and Metals. 


CHINA (Manchuria). 


THE ANZAN STEEL WORKS. 
(From the British Consul.) 








DAIREN. 


The erection of the first smelting furnace at the Anzan 
Steel Works was expected to be completed by August, 1918, 
but it was actually about eight months later, i.e., May, 
1919, before the first products were obtained. The output 
for the first month was about 100 tons of pig iron per day, 
which has already been increased to 160 tons, and it is 
hoped shortly to attain to about 200 tons per day. 

The second smelting furnace is rapidly nearing comple- 
tion and should be in operation by the end of October next. 

The compound in which the works are being erected is 
about 1,500,000 tsubo, or about 2 square miles, in area, 
and the plant at present consists of the furnace mentioned, 
eight heating stoves, granulated slag plant, blowing engine 
plant, gas cleaning plant, boiler plant, power house, ore 
reservoir, coal washing plant, coke oven, sulphate of 
ammonia plant. slag brick plant, water supply works, and 
waste water recovery plant, 

The work to be carried out in the current fiscal year 
includes the second smelting furnace, gas supply plant, gas 
plant for steel works, coal storage, coal tar distilling plant. 
power house extension, sulphuric acid plant, boiler plant 
extension, and fire brick plant. 

MatertaLs PURCHASED. 
The following is a list of the material purchased abroad: 


a 


lL. 3,000 kw. turbo-generators......... S. 

2. Upright water tube boilers.......... Switzerland. 

3. Water tube boilers.................... U.S.A. 
I i iinencsvesscnsoustinasall Switzerland. 
Diss cssccnodincsaccdvecececiall Switzerland. 
i iis edacdeabdnucuaioein U.S.A. 

7. Artificial draught arrangement...Switzerland. 

8. Babcock and Wilcox boilers........ United Kingdom. 
Py SO OUI OIOUG soos icnscosesscccecnes U.s.A. 
10. Centrifugal pumps.................... Switzerland. 


in the current year the following further purchases will 

be made abroad :— 
Turbo-generators. 
Upright watertube boilers. 
Steam turbo-blowers. 

According to the press there are already about 5,000 
Japanese and 15,000 Chinese connected with the works in 
some capacity or other. Eventually it is expected the 
colony will number about 100,000, Those actually engaged 
in the works at the end of June last were 607 Japanese and 
743 Chinese. 

The first part of the programme will be completed with 
the erection of the second smelting furnace, which will give 
with the one already working a combined output of about 
150,000 tons of pig iron a year. 

The original plan was to erect four smelting furnaces 
before commencing on the steel plant, but owing to the 
great drop in the price of pig iron since the Armistice it 
has been decided to defer the erection of the second iwo 
furnaces, and push on with the installation of the steel 
plant. 

During the war there was a big demand for the early 
supply of pig iron, but since the Armistice the position has 
changed. Large stocks are held in Japan, and the United 
States are said to be planning the export of large quanti- 
ties to the Orient. . 

An electric turbine of 10,000 kw. ordered from Switzer- 
land is expected to arrive shortly, and by pushing on the 
work on the steel plant it is hoped to be ablp to manufac- 
ture steel ingots before the close of 1920. The ultimate aim 
of the company (South Manchuria Railway Co.) is to 
expand the works to the size of the Japanese Government 
Steel Works at Edamitsu, and it is expected to use some 
600,000-700,000 tons of pig iron a year. Steel plates, rails, 
ete., will be manufactured on a large scale. 


a 


ITALY. 
THE ILVA COMPANY. 


According to a descriptive article which appeared recently 
in a well-known Italian commercial paper, the Ilva Company 
is now known officially by the longer name of ‘‘Alti Forni e 
Acciaierie D’Italia,’’ with its main office in Rome, and a 
capital of 300 million lire besides the 150,000,000 lire worth 
of 53 per cent. debenture stock now in the process of issue. 

This organisation consists of the old ‘“Ilva’’ Trust, the 
“‘Siderurgica di Savona’’ (Savona Steel Works), the ‘‘Fer- 
riere Italiane’ (Italian Iron Works). and the ‘Ligure 


MINERALS AND METALS —continued. 





Metailurgica’’ (Metal Working Co. of Liguria). The Trust 
owns the following works : — 
Acciaierie ed Alti Forni di Piombino (Steel Works and 
Blast Furnaces of Piombino). 
Acciaierie ed Alti Forni di Bagnoli di Napoli (Steel 
Works and Blast Furnaces of Bagnoli, nr. Naples). 
Acciaierie e Fonderie di Savona (Steel Works and 
Foundries of Savona). 
Acciaierie di Bolzaneto (Steel Works of Bolzaneto). 
Acciaierie e Fonderie del Vesuvio (Steel Works and 
Foundries of Vesuvius). 
Acciaierie e Ferriere di 8. Giovanni Valdarno (Steel and 
[ron Works of S. Giovanni Valdarno). 
Stabilimento Ligure Metallurgico di Sestri Ponente 
(Metal Working Co. of Liguria at Sestri Ponente). 
Acciaierie e Ferriere di Pra (Steel and [ron Works of 
Pra). 
In addition to these the above-mentioned companies are 
grouped under the egis of the new ‘‘Ilva’’ under four heads: 


Propucers oF Raw MATERIALS. 


Iron Mines at the Island Elba, property of the State 
and rented to the ‘‘Societa Elba.”’ 

fron Mines of Nurra, property of the *‘Societa omonima’”’ 
at Porto Torres (Sardinia). 

Jron Mines at Ogliastra (Sardinia), and at Stilo (Cala- 
bria), property of the ‘‘Societi Italiana di Ricerche 
Minerarie.”’ 

Iron Mines of Concas de Senui e di Perda Niedda 
(Sardinia), property of the ‘‘Secieta Toscana 
d’ Industrie Agricote e Minerarie.’ 

lron Mines at Massa Marittima (Tuscany). 

[ron Mines of Tolfa (Lazio). 

Manganese Mines of Monte Argentario (Tuscany). 

Lignite Mines ot Ribolla of the ‘‘Societa Ammonia” 
(Umbria). 

Lignite Mines of Bacinello and of Monte Bomboli 
(Tuscany). | 

Lignite Mines of Valdarno of the ‘‘Societa Elettrica del 
Valdarno”’ (Tuscany). | 

Mines of the ‘*‘Soc. Italiana Petroli e Bitumi di Roma.” 

‘“Societh Zanelli di Prodotte Refrattarii’’ in Vado 
(Liguria) (Zanelli Company of Refractory Products at 
Vado (Liguria) }. af 

Soc. Toscana dei Prodotti Refrattarii in Livorna (‘‘Soe. 
Toscana’’ of Refractory Products at Leghorn). 

Soc. Materiali Refrattarii di Vado (Liburia) (Refractory 
Materials Company of Vado (Liguria )). 

Stabil. per la fabbricazione di prodotti Refrattarii in 
Monte Rotondo (Lazio) (Factory for the manufacture 
of Refractory Products at Monte Rotondo (Lazio) ). 

Societi Magnesite in Castiglioncello (Magnesia Company 
in Castiglioncello). 

Power PRODUCERS. 

The whole of the production of the Elba Company, 1¢., 
from the Blast Furnace Steel Works of Elba, and from the 
Follonica Foundries is monopolised by the Ilva Trust. 

Soc. Ellettrica del Valdarno in Firenze (Electric Co. 
of Valdarno in Florence). 

Soc. Toscana Imprese Elettriche in Firenze (Tuscan 
Co. of Electric undertakings in Florence). 

Soc. Forze Idrauliche dell’ Abruzzo in Pescara (Abruzzo 
Hydraulic Power Co. in Pescara). 

Soc. Westinghouse in Vado (Liguria). 

Forze Idrauliche meridionali in Napoli (Southern Hy- 
draulic Power at Naples). 

Soc. Adriatica d’Elettricita in Venezia 
Electricity Co. in Venice). 

Soc. Italiana dei Forni Elettrici in Roma (Italian 
Electric Furnace Co. in Rome). : 

Acciaieria’ Elettrica Sistema Girod a Castelnuovo dei. 
Sabbioni (Toscana) (Electric Steel Works on the 
Girod system at Castelnuovo dei Sabbioni (Tuscany)). 

Officine Meccaniche e Navali di Napoli (Mechanical 
and Naval Workshops of Naples). — 

Officine Napoletane 8.T. Pattison in Napoli (8.1. 
Pattison Neapolitan Workshops of Naples). | 

Officine Meccaniche Italiane di Reggio Emilia (Italian 
Mechanical Workshops of Reggio Emilia). 

Ferrotaien Stabiliment Meccanico in Vado (Liguria) 
(‘‘Ferrorotiae’? Mechanical Workshop in Vado 
(Liguria) ). 

Officine Meccaniche di Treviso (Mechanical Workshops 
of Treviso). ee 

Stabil. per la Costruzione di pali e travi stiriti sistema 
Bathes in Savona (Workshops for the construction 
of drawn and rolled posts and girders, Bathes system, 
in Savona). 

Officine Meccaniche gia Miani e Silvestri in Milano 
(Mechanical Workshops, formerly Miani and Silvestri, 
Milan). 


b] 


( Adriatic 
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MINERALS AND METALS—continued. 





Grandi Officine via Proiettificio di Modena (Large 
Workshops, formerly Proiettificio di Modena). 

Officine Meccaniche di Arezzo (Mechanical Workshops 
of Arezzo). 

Officine di Battaglia (Veneto) 
Venetia). 

soc. Cantieri Navali e Acciaierie di Venezia 
vards and Steel Works Co., of Venice). 


(Battaglia Workshops, 


( Dock- 


TRANSPORT. 


The Ilva Trust own two shipbuilding yards at Piombino 
and Bagnoli and have a fieet of cargo-boats. In addition to 
this the Lloyd Mediterraneo Co. has recently been created by 
this trust with a paid-up capital of 100 million lire, owning 
30 ships with 8 others building. Ilva is also interested in 
the Societa Italiana di Salvataggio e Navigazione (Italian 
Salvage and Navigation Co.). 

The following four companies may be grouped under the 
foregoing headings, since Ilva is interested in them to a 
degree of more or less controlling them :— 

Magona d'Italia at Piombino (Rolling Mills). 

.1.A.T., Turin (Motor-car Works). 

Soc. Boracifera di Lardarello in Tuscany (Lardarello 
Borax Co.). 

Soc. delle Societa Ferrovie Meridionali in Rome. 





MEXICO. 


TANES ON THE MINING INDUSTRY. 

A new Decree imposing certain taxes on the mining 
industry in Mexico, and consolidating or amending previous 
Decrees, came into force on Ist July. Taxes on the mining 
industry in Mexico are constantly being altered or amended 
by means of subsidiary regulations, but the present Decree, 
states H. M. Charge d’ Affaires, may be taken to represent the 
exact conditions of taxation in this important industry at 
present. 

The taxes are divided into: — 

(1) The tax on property. 
(2) The tax on the production of metals. 
(3) The fees for smelting, coining, or assay. 

The complete Decree may be consulted by British firms 
interested at the Enquiry Room, Department of Overseas 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 2. 








SIAM. 





THE TIN SITUATION. 

While the cessation of the war seriously affected the out- 
put of tungsten in Siamese Malaya, there has, on the other 
hand, been no diminution in the production of tin ore. The 
estimated monthly output of this ore is about 1,000 tons, 
but this amount is likely to be largely exceeded within the 
next few years, owing to the fact that a number of foreign 
firms are now actively investigating the mineral-bearing 
areas throughout the entire peninsula, and are arranging 
for workings according to modern methods. At present 
about 5@ per cent. of the ore is produced in Chinese-owned 
mines and by Chinese methods. 

According to official statistics the metallic-tin production 
for the fiscal year ended 3lst March, 1918, was 153,782 
piculs (9,153-6 long tons), which is a record figure, and of 
this amount 51,343 piculs (3,056-1 long tons) were obtained 
by dredging, and 102,439 piculs (6,097-5 long tons) by other 
methods, as compared with a total of 147,259 piculs (8,765°3 
long tons) in 1917, and 151,175 piculs (8,998.4 long tons) 
in 1916. About 20 dredges are now in operation on the 
peninsula, one working on the east coast and the others on 
the west coast. The metallic-tin content of the Siamese ore 
is about 70 per cent. 

The Siamese Government collects a royalty on tin and tin 
ore amounting to about 25 per cent. of the market price 
of metallic tin in Singapore, the fluctuations in value at the 
latter place being adjusted and the rate reckoned according 
to a “royalty scale’’ published in the Siamese Government 
Gazette from time to time. While the actual percentage 
of metallic tin in the ore cannot be ascertained, the Govern- 
ment, for revenue-collecting purposes, estimates the tin 
ore which is exported from the east coast of Siamese Malaya 
to contain 65 per cent., and that from the west coast 70 
per cent. metallic tin. 


Tixn-OrE PRODUCTION AND PRICES. 


the following table shows the output of metallic tin in 
Siamese Malaya, and the average price in Mexican dollars, 
for the 11 years ended 3ist March, 1918: -- 
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Price in Mexican 
dollars— 


Total tin output 
trom all sources. 


“ Long Per Per long 
Fiscal vear. Piculs. tons. picul. ton. 
WOF-B os... 72,438 4.311-7 71 1,192-80 
1908-9 _.......... 80.087 4767-0 67 1,125-60 
iS | 79,283 4.7192 71 1,192-80 
i) ae 82,255 4. 896-1 82 L,377-60 
ae 99 627 5930-1 95 1596-00 
o> |) ae 110,624 6,584-6 LO7 — 
fo) | es 113,362 6,747°6 95 1 377-60 
1914-15 ......... 110,731 6591-1 me — 
1915-16 ......... 151,175 8 998-4 88 1,478-40 
1916-17... 147 259 8,769°3 89 1495-20 
err 153,782 9153-6 122 2,049-60 


SIAM HAS GREAT POSSIBILITIES FoR MINING DEVELOPMENT. 


Oi the total output of tin in 1917-18, from Siamese Malava, 
amounting to 153,782 piculs (9,153-6 long tons), 131,999 
piculs (7,857:1 long tons) were recovered in the district of 
Puket, 13,520 piculs (804-7 long tons) in Patani, 5,899 piculs 
(351-1 long tons) in Nakon Sritamarat, and 2,364 piculs 
(140-7 long tons) in Surat. 

It is believed that there are yet great possibilities for 
mining developments in Siam. Hitherto, because of lack of 
adequate facilities for transportation, it has been the 
inineral-bearing areas situated near the centres of popuia- 
tion that have mainly been exploited, while the vast moun- 
tain ranges and slopes on the Burma-Siam frontiers have 
heen neglected. 

Further extension of the Siamese-Malayan system of rail- 
ways by branch lines into these unprospected regions offers 
fair chances for advancing the Kingdom’s fame as a mining 
centre, especially for tin and tungsten, and possibly for 
molybdenum. Indefinite reports of the finding of extensive 
deposits of the latter mineral in Siamese Malaya have been 
current for several months past._-(U.S. Commerce Reports.) 





Textiles. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
FIRST COTTON FORECAST, 1919-20. 


The first forecast of the 1919-20 cotton crop, based upon 
reports on the condition of the crop at the end of July and 
early August, has been issued by the Department of 
Statistics. It relates, not to the entire cotton area, but to 
‘) per cent. of the total, as sowings, especially of the late 
crop, had not commenced on 21st August, the date of the 
forecast. No attempt has been made at this stage to 
estimate the probable outturn. 

The returns show that an area of 13,302,000 acres has 
been sown this year, as against 11,286,000 acres on 21st 
August last year, an increase of 18 per cent. 

The increase as against the corresponding date last year 
occurs in the United Provinces (51 per cent.), Rajputana and 
ot Mysore (44 per cent. each), Madras (41 per cent.), Bombay 
Decean (26 per cent.), Central India (25 per cent.), Burina 
and Hyderabad (23 per cent. each), Punjab (12 per cent.), 
and the Central Provinces and Berar (7 per cent.). On the 
other hand the North-West Frontier Provinces show a 
decrease of 13 per cent., and Bihar and Orissa 4 per cent. 

Weather conditions at sowing time were favourable, and 
the increase in the area sown is due mainly to this fact, as 
well as to the high prices of cotton. The present condition 
uf the crop is reported to be generally good. 











“CAWNPORE-AMERICAN” COTTON 
EXPERIMENTS. 

The Agricultural Research Institute at Pusa has been con- 
tinuing its experiments with the acclimatised American 
cotton, known as ‘‘ Cawnpore American,’”’ and in a special 
bulletin gives the following conclusions which have been 
reached to date :— 

(1) When sown sufficiently ‘early with irrigation Cawn- 
pore-American cotton is in no way inferior in 
average yield to desi cotton sown under similarly 
favourable conditions. Given adequate market- 
ing arrangements it fetches a much better price 
than desi cotton, and is profitable to the grower. 

(2) In order to establish any considerable area special 
irrigation arrangements are necessary, as_ the 
possible sowing time is short and well defined. 

(3) Given adequate irrigation facilities and suitable 
organisation for marketing, there is every reason 
to believe that a considerable area of Cawnpore- 
American cotton can be profitably grown on a fieid 
scale, and choice has now been narrowed to a 
few which require testing -in a normal season. 
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These pure races are superior to the field crop in 
yield, ginning percentage and uniformity of 
staple. 

(4) All newly imported cottons tried have given unsatis- 
factory results. This appears to be due to the 
fact that none of those tried possessed a fully 
hairy leaf. 

It is possible that with the experience now gained it will 
be possible to isolate a better cotton still from the field 
crop, but this is a matter of conjecture only. Several races 
with staple (13 in.) above average American have been ob- 
tained. lf a cotton of longer staple is required it will 
probably have to he produced by hybridisation. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TEXTILE GOODS. 


in view of the necessity of increasing exports to the United 
States and the demand which undoubtedly exists for im- 
ported dry goods, the following notes have been compiled 
from reports furnished by His Majesty’s Consular Officers, 
tor the consideration of British manutacturers and merchants 
desirous of extending their connection in that market. 

Enquiries among the dealers in New York, the centre ol! 
the American dry goods trade, indicate that there has been 
a very large increase recently in the volume cf sales. Money 
is plentiful, and people who have denied themselves many 
non-essentials during the war are now buying freely. Whilst 
prevailing prices are high, this apparently has no effect on 
the volume of business. It must be borne in mind that there 
has always been, in spite of the tariff, a very considerable 
demand among the wealthier classes for *‘ imported goods ”’ , 
that is, goods such as form the basis of high-class trade here. 
and which do not to any extent compete with the regular 
American domestic product. The effect of the increase of 
American wealth has been to extend the class desirous oi 
obtaining such goods. 

TRAVELLERS AND SAMPLES. 


The British manufacturer or merchant desirous of extend- 
ing business in the United States should in the first place be 
prepared to send a representative, carrying samples, to in- 
vestigate the market and to form connections. It is. of 
course, common practice for the larger American firms to 
send buyers regularly to this country, but even such firms 
have expressed their desire to receive representatives of 
British houses desiring to form new connections. 

Although New York is the centre of the trade, and a vast 
volume of business is effected by the half-yearly visits ot 
Western and Southern buvers, it should be remembered that 
the department store is a characteristic feature of every city 
of considerable size, and it would be desirable for a represen- 
tative to visit such stores, a list of which ts available in the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

ADVERTISING. 








tha 


[t would, further, be of advantage to advertise in i! 
periodical journals, the pages of which are, during the spring 
and autumn, liberally devoted to advertising. men’s wear 
and underwear. From the study of these pages intending 
exporters can undoubtedly secure some valuable hints as to 
means of placing their goods before the public. 

There is one aspect of trade in the States to which firms 
contemplating sending over representatives should give 
caretul consideration. <A large proportion of the population 
lives under rural conditions. These people buy their re- 
quirements largely and to an increasing extent through the 
mail order houses. Two well-known houses do a business 
between them amounting to hundreds of millions of dollars 
annually, and there are numbers of others in the same posi- 
tion. Firms whose goods are not quoted in the catalogues 
of these firms are shut out from business to a corresponding 
extent. 

Mew’s CLOTHING, 

Considerable quantities of men’s coats and suits of the 
highest quality are already being imported, but there is 
still a demand for such goods, particularly sporting clothes. 
American manufacturers of ready-made clothing have so 
far exhibited a total failure to copy British sporting clothes, 
either as regards the cut or the quality of the cloth. The 
constant increase in out-of-door sport in America provides 
an ever-growing demand for sports clothes. Raincoats, over- 
coats, and golf coats of the high-class English type are par- 
ticularly popular. The loose shoulder English model is pre- 
ferred to the domestic article. The best method of gaining 
a footing in the American market as regards these goods is 
probably by giving a sole agency to a New York house. 

Cotton Dress Goops. 


The Japanese have entered the market, particularly on 
the West Coast, as regards the cheaper varieties, and are 
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meeting with considerable success owing to their having 
adopted the method of sending travellers to ascertain re- 
quirements. There is a good market for imported prints, 
ginghams, and dotted Swiss. One of the most popular 
materials for summer wear is a dotted Swiss with a coloured 
ground and small white dots. This retails at over 2-00 dols. 
a yard, and, on account of the enormous demand, js 
practically unobtainable. In view of the stoppage of imports, 
American manutacturers of voiles have made great efforts 
to improve the domestic product, and although considerable 
advance has been made, the British production would still 
be superior. 

There is also a big demand for the better grade of British 
striped shirtings, which are being used by the fine haber- 
dashers, and which are also sold in the department stores. 
lt appears probable that if the proper lines are sent over 
the business could be increased tremendously as the goods 
are in demand, both for their durability and their design, 

Wootten Dress Goons. 

There is a considerable demand in the department stores 
ior the best qualities of woollen goods, including worsted 
flannel, gabardine, and broadcloth, which is selling at a 
premium. Men’s serge also has a ready sale. Suitings 
bought in this manner are taken by the purchaser to his 
local tailor, where they are made up much more cheaply 
than by expensive tailors in the city, who are usually the 
only tailors who carry any variety of imported goods. 

HostERY AND UNDERWEAR. 

The main opening is in linen mesh and cotton mesh, the 
demand for woollen and straight cotton goods being filled 
by domestic manufacture. 

In view of the fact that the buyers of British underwear 
are anxious to have imported goods, it appears advisable for 
the manufacturers to devote themselves to typically British 
style—viz., to the ‘‘ two-piece ’’ garments, vest and pants. 

There is a very strong demand tor men’s imported socks 
and stockings, and they command a very satisfactory price, 
the domestic article being very often inferior both in ap- 
pearance and in quality. Scotch heather mixture stockings 
for golf, etc., are in very keen demand, and the domestic 
product is not apparently a satisfactory substitute. Com. 
piaints are made as to the difficulty experienced in getting 
into touch with British exporters, only two such firms having 
hitherto sent representatives to New York. 

UPHOLSTERY AND I’ URNISHING Goons. 

The demand for cretonnes is very large in the United 
states, especially during the summer months. It is gener- 
aily acknowledged that British cretonnes excel all others in 
beauty of design. Cretonnes are chosen almost exclusively 
for the attractiveness of design, and those made by British 
manufacturers are considered without rival. It is suggested 
by an important American house that if manufacturers of 
cretonnes and other furnishing goods, such as madras, serim, 
curtains, etc., could be induced to hold an exhibition of 
their goods in New York it might be advantageous to all of 
them. In window draperies, madras, curtain lace, etc., 
British products can be sold in unlimited quantities. The 
beauty of the British design is said to be the cause of their 
supremacy. 

LINEN sND HANDKERCHIEFS. 

irish linen and handkerchiefs are in constant demand. 
Most of the larger British and Irish houses have represen- 
tatives in New York, who carry stocks. 

Laces AND MacHINeE EMBROIDERY. 


There appears to be some demand for Nottingham machine 
lace for trimming underwear. A very high quality oi 
machine embroidery from 6 to 12 inches in width done in 
silk thread on muslin or organdie is in great demand. This 
type of goods is retailing at one dollar a yard and upwards. 
Solid designs are very popular. Ornate brocaded ribbons, 
as well as narrow brocades in bright colour, are very exten- 
sively used as vests in women’s suits. 

American manufacturers are now competing for trade in 
Valenciennes lace, but the British round mesh is favoured. 
as it comes out better from the laundry. 

STEAMER RvGs. 

Before the war a considerable quantity of steamer rugs 
were imported from Great Britain, and it is expected that 
with the resumption of travel there will again be a demand 
for these. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 
CUSTOMS DECISIONS 


The Board ot Trade have received copy of the rollowing 
By-Laws, which have been issued by the Departinent ot 
Trade and Customs, Melbourne, adding to the lists ot 
articles which are allowed entry into the ‘Commonwealth a: 
the rates ot duty leviable upon recognised ‘‘minor articles 
and ‘‘machine tools’ (as the case may be), viz. :— 

“Minor ARTICLES’’ FOR USE IN THE MANUFACTURE OF Goops 
WITHIN THE ComMMONWEALTH.—By-Law No. 410. 
Washboards— 

Glass, fluted, cut into sizes suitable for use in the 
manufacture of washboards (provided security be given 
by the owner that it will be used oniy for the above 
purpose, and that evidence of such use be given to 
the satisfaction of the Collector within six months 
after delivery by the Custonis). 

The rate of duty leviable upon recognised ‘minor articles” 











-_ ~- 


is as tollows:— 
Under the British Preterential ‘tariff ...... Ire 
Under the General Tarift 5 per cent. ad valorem. 
Macuineé Toots ann Parts.—bBy-laws Nos. til anp 412. 
Metalworking— 
Wire stranding machines. 
Woodwor kiny—Cask making— 
Stave machine for sawing all sizes and kinds of barre! 
staves. 

“Note.—Not including the motive power, engine combina- 
tion, Or power connections, if any, when not integral parts 
of the above machines. | 

The rate of duty leviable upon recognised ‘machine tools” 
is as follows :—- 

Under the British Preferential Tariff ......... Free. 
Under the General Tariff ... 10 per cent. ad valorem 


RHODESIA. 
CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN AND INTEREST. 


According to Government Notice No. 331 of 1919, certin- 
cates of Origin and Interest are no longer required in respect 
of goods imported into Southern Rhodesia. 


EGYPT. 
IMPORT TARIFF VALUATIONS: METALS. 


The Egyptian ‘Journal Officiel’’ of Ist Septembe: 
publishes a list of revised Tariff valuations for use in 
assessing the duties on metals imported into Egypt, with 
effect from Ist September to 3lst October, or until denuncia- 
tion. as follows:— 














Import valuations 
per kilogramme 
(2-2 PO16 lh. ) 
Mill: VE INES. 


Copper and brass shects round and bottoms 150) 
SE SEI: EE hisses scincestsscnrssnnatacen 148 
Copper sheets in rolls, bars. reund and fiat . 148 
Copper 1NGots — ........cscccececeeeccccccescccvoocssess 146 
Se TE  nindtiadagasanepeennerse ee ee ee ad valoron 
Sg OOO ORO TRTOPOLT TET ORE EEE ad valorem. 
Brass sheets, plain, 24 by 48. 8 lb. to 5 lb. ad valorem. 
I: OU ces snaddnnncianennninens 270 
NE OTT OE TET OT OTT ad valorem. 
Lead BRE, ti sins cada deat Giammadeee gone ntbibenaueees ad valorem. 
Lead PIP .oeessseeeeeeeeees Tc andadieninineanencbieubianas ad valorem. 
Lead, pig PPTTTTT ITT TTT ee ad valorem. 
aR ERR ee oaee 70 
IND. 4d basis itcinduiaienninmnntgsrnnnandqile Nad 70 
I TN ss icnssesniacvarnedacreusns iaaiaiida ad valorem. 
Ns. ssa us dec cind ieee OORT EnEY NN RmRON ad valorem. 
EE eee aicniaatiii ad valorem. 


*1,000 milliames=£E1=£1 Os. Gd. . 
Duty is leviable on the above valuations at the rate of 
8 per cent. , 


EXPORT OF RAW COTTON. 

lt is stated in a notice issued by the Egyptian War 
Trade Department, and published in the ‘Journal Officiel” of 
4th August, that as from lst August an open General Licence 
has been granted whereby. subject to the undermentioned 
conditions as to consignment in the case of certain countries, 
raw cotton (ginned) may be freely exported to all destina- 
tions except Hungary and Russia-in-Europe. 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





The conditions as to consignment above referred to are 
as tollows :— 

Czecho-Slovakia (consisting, broadly speaking, of the 
former Austrian Provinces of Bohemia and Moravia). —Ship- 
nents vie Hamburg must be consigned to the Commission 
Commerciale Tcheko-Slov aque at Hamburg. 

Poland.—Shipments must be consigned tu the Inter-Allied 
Relief Administration at Dantzic. 





FOREIGN. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
EXPORT OF SUGAR PROHIBITED. 


the Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information from H.M. Minister at Buenos Aires, 
to the effect that a Resolr has bee ssued by the 
Oo the effect that a Resolution has been issue vy the 
Ministry of Finance prohibiting, as from the 8th August, 
tne export of sugar from Argentina and the re-export of 
any sugar reaching the country after the 15th September. 








GOODS FOR sl OUT] : MRN PORTS 
TRANSHIPMENT AT PUENOS ATRES. 

With reference to previous notices in the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal’ respecting goods destined for Argentine 
ports south of paraliel 42, the Board of Trade are in 
receipt, through the Foreign Office. of information from 
H.M. Minister at Buenos Aires to the effect that by a 
Resolution of the Argentine Minister of Finance, dated the 
30th July, it is provided that, until tne Jlst December next, 
voods arriving at Buenos Aires firem abroad, and destined 
tor Patagonian ports, may be transhipped or re-shipped to 
poris situated south of paralle! 42, and the Customs clear- 
ance and payment of import duties effected at those ports 
instead of at Buenos Aires, 





FRANCE. 
IMPORTATION OF WINES 


With reference to the notice at page 249 of the ‘‘Board 
of Trade Journal’ for the 21st August, and to previous 
notices, regarding the importation of wine into France, the 
Rozrd of Trade are now in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, ot copy of a French Presidential Decree, dated 4th 
September, and published in the ‘‘Journal Officiel’” for the 
Oth September, in virtue of which the provision of Article 1 
of the Decree of 7th July, stipulating that wine could only 
be imported into France by sea and through North Sea, 
Channel, and Atlantic ports, is abrogated. 

The effect of this is that wine may now be imported into 
Krance without restrietion, subject only to the usual 
Customs formalities. 





FRANCE (Corsica). 


INCREASE OF CUSTOMS DUTY ON TOEACCO. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a French Presidential Decree, dated the 
Znd September, and published in the ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ for 
the 7th September, which provides for an increase in the 
Customs duty leviable on tobacco imported into Corsica. 
Tie new rates, together with those formerly in force (under 
ithe Decree of 29th April, 1918), are shown below :— 

Rates of Duty. 





Former. New. 
Francs Frances 
per per 
100 kilogs 100 kilogs 
net. net. 
Paritt No. 109.—Tobacco (including 
that imported from Algeria and from 
French Colonies, Possessions, and 
Protectorates) : — 
Leaves or stalks, and tobacco waste 4530 800 
Manufactured : — 
Cigars and Cigarettes ............ 900 1,200 
REESE AE FoR Sa Wee RP Le 720 1,000 


Consignments which are proved to have been despatched 
direct to Corsica, with or without touching at ports of 
Continental France, before the publication of the present 
Decree, will be admitted at the rates of duty formerly in 
force. 

A further Decree, dated 13th August, and published in 
the ‘“‘Journal Officiel’? for the 7th September, contains a 
schedule of the retail selling price in Corsica for tobacco 
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manutactured in France, and provides that foreign tobaccos 
sold in Corsica by the Régie are to be sold to consumers 
at the same prices as in France itself. 





FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 


IMPORT DUTIES ON CERTAIN PAPER AND 
BOARD. 


With reterence to the Notice under this heading, which 
appeared at page 375 of last week’s issue of the - poard of 
Trade Journal,’’ it should be noted that the ‘‘ minimum ”’ 
tariff rate of duty on cardboard, in sheets and plates, 
weighing at least 350 giammes per square metre rough 
(including strawboard) under Tariff No. 462, is 10 trancs per 
100 kilogs., and not 30 francs as quoted in the Notice. 

The actual rate of duty applicable to such board under 
the Decree of the 28th August is at present 25 francs per 
100 kilogs. 








MOROCCO (French Zone). 
EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The Board ot Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Ottice, of copy of a Dahir dated the 20th August, and pub- 
lished in the Moroccan ‘* Bulletin Officiel’’ for the 25th 
August, which maintains the prohibition on the exportation 
of certain goods from the French zone. The only goods the 
export of which is still prohibited are those included in the 
tollowing list : — 

Wheat, barley, oats, maize, sorghum, beans and lentils 
(see the notice at page 314 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal ’’ tor the 4th September). 

Bovine cattle. 

Notr.—The exportation of bovine cattle under the con- 
ditions of the Order of 15th May is permitted until 
the 3lst October, subject to the number of 20,000 
not being exceeded (see the notice in the ‘‘ Board 
of Trade Journal ’’ for the 19th June, page 782). 





Mules. Flour. 
Asses. ; Semolina. 
Sheep and lambs. Confectionery of local make. 
Goats. Manufactured tobacco (for smok- 
Poultry. ing, snuff, cigars and cigar- 
Butchers meat (excepung ettes). 

pork). Wood charcoal and boon. 


Cheese and butter (except that Soap. other than that which has 
which has been imported). been imported. 


Permission to export the following goods may be granted, 
in certain cases and under special conditions, on the appli- 
cation of persons interested : — 

Horses. Vegetable oils of all kinds. 
Eggs of poultry and game. Hemp and hemp waste. 

Edible pastes, Tanning extracts of vegetable 
Bran. origin. 

Potatoes. Coal. 

Seeds for sow'ng. 





BSTHONIA. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING FOREIGN 
TRADE. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, ot information from H.M. Consul-General at Reval, 
to the effect that ‘* New Regulations regarding Trade with 
Esthonia ’’ were issued by the Esthonian Government on 
the 15th August, and were published at the end of that 
month. 

In forwarding a copy of these Regulations (which are 
reprinted below) H.M. Consul-General states that he under- 
stands that flax, alcohol, and wood are still under Govern- 
ment control, but that the latter will soon be released. The 
Government, however, still intend to supervise its sale. 

The Regulations provide as follows :— 

A Council for Foreign Trade is to be instituted, to consist 
of the Minister of Trade and Industry, the Ministers for 
Food, Agricuiture. War and Foreign Affairs or their repre- 
sentatives. Representatives of the Co-operative Societies 
and Commercial and Financia! Experts are to be invited to 
sit as advisers. All export and transit trade without the 
permission of the Council for Foreign Trade is to be pro- 
hibited. Export and transit permits are to be issued hy 
the Department for Foreign Trade at the Ministry of Com- 
merce and Industry, according to the decisions of the 
Council for Foreign Trade. The Council for Foreign Trade 
will also come to definite decisions regarding all orders and 
sales by the Government. 
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Export. , 

Export permits will only be issued to such firms as have 
a trade licence of the first class and to industrial concerns 
possessing at least a tourth-class licence. 

All toreign currency obtained in payment for exports ig 
to be collected by the Esthonian Bank, and to remain under 
the control of the Government tor the service of importers, 
The control of the currency is to be carried out by the 
Currency Control Committee of the Esthonian Bank. If 
during the space of one month the currency held to the 
credit of an exporter has not been employed, he is obliged 
to dispose of the same to the Esthonian Bank at the ex- 
change value on that day. 

Import. 

The importation of the following goods may be effected 
without a special permit:—Iron, steel, nails, agricultural 
machinery and implements, factory machinery and plant, 
grain, sugar, salt, oils for burning purposes, petroleum, 
henzine, naphtha, mazut (crude oil), lubricating oils, 
machine and cylinder oils, coals, footwear, leather (chrome, 
Russian and sole leather), hay and vegetable seed, cloth 
(woollen, cotton and linen). 

rhe importation ot fancy goods and other unnecessary 
articles (such as wines and alcoholic liquors) is entirely 
prohibited. 

The importation of all other goods is only permitted with 
the sanction of the Council for Foreign Trade. 

The sale of imported goods is to be controlled under the 
law against profiteering. 

TRANSIT TRADE. 

Transit trade is only permitted to such countries as do 
not stand under the blockade of the Allied Powers. Transit 
goods in Esthonia are subject to the Custom-house control and 
regulations as set forth in the former Russian Customs Law. 
A copy of the invoice and bill of lading must be supplied. 

Transit goods can be warehoused in the Esthonian har- 
bours and railway stations, where such accommodation js 
available, and a Custom-house at hand, at the importer's 
expense and risk. It is also allowed to repack goods and io 
transfer them to another consignee. 

A War Tax of 2 per cent. ad valorem will be charged on 
transit gocds. This tax will be charged either according to 
the invoice or the price as quoted at the London Exchange. 
The War Tax is to be paid either in gold or in the currency 
of the country from which the goods were exported. The 
War Tax for Russian goods is to be regulated either in 
Russian gold at par or in the currency of the country for 
which the goods are destined. 


GERMANY. 
IMPORT AND EXPORT REGULATIONS. 


(From the British Commercial Commissioner.) 
BERLIN. 

According to the press, the German Government has laid 
down the following principles with regard to imports into 
and exports from Germany. 

In ports.—As far as imports are concerned, general pro- 
hibition is to remain in force, but lists of free imports will 
be drawn up. All raw materials which are urgently required 
for German industry are to be admitted without licence, 
the import of half-finished goods is to remain under control, 
while that of finished articles will be regulated according to 
requirements in each case. 

Erports.—Export is to be free, generally speaking, but 
special regulations and prohibitions are to be issued for 
certain goods which will be arranged in groups. The export 
of finished articles is to be free in principle; half-finished 
goods are to be subject to special regulations, if they are 
needed by German industry for finishing purposes and it 
there is any doubt about the supply being able to meet the 
demand; the export of raw material is only to be allowed 
in exceptional cases. The Commissioner for Imports and 
Exports will draw up lists of prohibited half-finished goods 
and raw materials in co-operation with the trades concerned. 

Delegates nominated by the Commissioner for Imports and 
Exports will decide, in the name of the latter, as far as 
their areas are concerned. The Foreign Trade Departments 
which were formed earlier in the year by certain industries, 
are to decide questions of import and export only if the 
whéle of the trade concerned wishes that they should do *9. 

Export oF TEXTILE Goons, &¢.—NEW PROCLAMATION. 

The British Commercial Commissioner also reports that the 
first regulation which has come to his notice under the above 
announcement is the Proclamation of the 4th September, 1919 
(published in the ‘‘ Deutscher Reichsanzeiger ’’ for the bu 
September), respecting the exportation and transit of textie 
wares. 

This Proclamatien, which supersedes all previous measures 
respecting the exportation and transit of goods included i” 
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Category V. of the German Customs Tariff*, prohibits, as 
from the date of publication, the exportation and transit of 
the following goods falling under that Category :— 


No. in German 

Customs Tariff. 
391—2 From Section A (Silk). 

ex 393 Raw silk, dyed or not; Raw silk in combination 
with other yarns (not including Byssas silk). 

Artificial silk, twisted or not, dyed or not. 

Artificial silk, even if mixed with other textile materials 
or yarns, in combination (but not wound round) 
with metal threads (wire or tinsel). 


394—) 
ex 400 


Section B (Wool and other Animal-Hair excluding 
Horse Hair). 

13 Sheep’s wool (also glover’s wool), hair of the alpaca, 
camel and domestic goat, Angora goat and of all 
other animals of the goat tribe; hare, rabbit, 
beaver, monkey, muskrat, and nutria hair; coarse 
hair of cattle, deer, dog, swine, and other similar 
animals ; wool noils and wastes of wool and other 
animal hair. 

4i4 Artificial wool (shoddy), dyed or not, even carded. 

415 Crisp hair (Krollhaar) of cattle or swine or other 

coarse animal hair, mixed or not with other anima! 
hair or with vegetable tibres. 

416 Wool or other animal hair, combed or carded. 

417 Yarn of the hair of cattle, deer, dog, or swine, or other 
coarse animal hair, mixed or not with other animal] 
or vegetable textile materials or yarns, of one or two 
strands (unbleached, bleached, dyed, or printed). 

Genappe, mohair, and alpaca yarn, mixed or not with 
other animal or vegetable textile materials or varns 
(unbleached, bleached, dyed or printed). 

Yarn of wool or other animal hair, not included 
above, mixed or not with vegetable textile materials 
or yarns, combed (worsted yains) or carded (un- 
bleached, bleached, dyed or printed). 

ex 432 Press cloths, webbing, sieves and strainers of yarn of 

goats’ hair or other coarse animal hair, for pressing 
oils and fats; stiff materials (Steifstoffen); rough 
felts, endless woven, for the manufacture of wood 
pulp, cellulose, straw pulp or paper. 


From 


From Section C (Cotton). 

435 Cotton, kleached, dyed, carded, combed, also milled ; 
wastes of bleached or dyed cotton ; from combing or 
carding ; cotton spinning, weaving or working. 

439 Cotton roving (wick yarn) and slubbing, twined or 

not, unbleached, bleached, dyed or printed ; also 
wicks, neither woven nor plaited. 

Cotton yarn, single, unbleached, up to No. 102, 

English ; ** Vigogne”’ yarn up to No. 1] English. 

44] Cotton yarn, single (bleached, dyed, or printed). 


ex 440) 


$4z2--3. Cotton yarn of two or more strands (unbleached, 
bleached, dyed or printed (including cable twists). 
ex 449 Rough cotton felts (endless woven) for the manufacture 


of wood pulp, cellulose, straw pulp or paper. 

bis] Cotton fishing nets. 

Incandescent mantles of impregnated cotton hosiery 
stuff, not burnt out, even if in combination with 
common metals or alloys thereof. 

47 Driving belts of cotton, wool and other hair, 

knitted, 


From Section D (Other Vegetable Textile Materials). 

Flax, hemp, ramie, jute, Manila hemp, New Zealand 
hemp, agave fibre, pineapple fibre, ¢sparto fibre, 
coconut fibre, vegetable down, peat wool, pine 
wool and all other vegetable textile materials, 
hackled, carded, combed, bleached, or dyed, and 
substitutes for crisp hair (* Arollhaar’’), composed 
of coconut, Manila hemp, agave, or similar fibre, 
even if mixed with animal hair. 

Linen yarn (yarn of flax or of flax tow), even if mixed 
with jute, single or twisted (unbleached, bleached, 
dyed or printed). 

tamie yarn, even if mixed with flax or jute, single or 
twisted (unbleached, bleached, dyed or printed). 

Jute yarn, single or twisted (unbleached, bleached, 
dyed or printed). 

Fishing nets, even if in combination with other 
materials, not included in any other Tariff Number. 

Unfigured close-woven tissues of varn of flax, flax 
tow, or ramie, mixed or not with other textile 
materials comprised in Section D, or with horse- 
hair, but without admixture of other animal textile 
materials or cotton, not included under No. 486 
(unbleached, bleached, dyed or printed). 

Figured close-woven tissues of yarn of textile materials 
comprised in Section D, mixed or not with horsehair, 
but without admixture of other animal textile 
materials or cotton, not included under Tariff Nos. 
486—491, but excluding damasks. 

Incandescent gas mantles of impregnated hosiery 
stuff of yarns of ramie or other vegetable fibres, 
except cotton, not burnt out, even in combination 
with common metals or alloys thereof. 


woven or 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





No. in Gernfan 
Customs Tariff. 


Section E (Bookbinders and Tracers’ Cloth, et ¢. 
Linoleum and similar materials). 

No items prohibited. 

From Section F (Feit and Unsewn Felt Articles, etc.)-. 


ex S14 Felt hat bodies, not shaped into hats. 
Section G (Horsehair and Articles thereof). 
No items prohibited. 
From Section H (Clothing, Millinery, and other Sewn 
Wares of Spun Wares or Felt, not elsewhere 
mentioned). 

c: 520 Bedlinen, towelling, and table-linen of vegetable 
textile materials other than cotton, except those 
merely hemmed or provided with separate stitches. 

From Section J. (Foctwear ct Teatiles or of Fe’t, etc., etc) 

625 Footwear of plaitcd scraps or strips of cloth, not- 

. having soles of other materials sewn on. 

fad Footwear of Spun wares or of felt, with soles of other 
materials sewn or stuck on. 

From Section K (Hats, etc., ete. 

633 Men’s hats of textile materials acikamiion opera hats 
of all kinds); caps of textile materials, fezzes, 
etc. 

§34— Ladies’ hats of textile materials. 

556 Hats (men’s or women’s) of waterproof tissucs (except: 
those of rubber tissues). 

¢33—40 Hats (men’s or women’s) of felt, all kinds, and felt 
hat bodies wholly or partly shaped into hats. 

*4l Straw hats and hats of other vegetable plaiting 


materials, of hemp or horsehair plaits, whalebone, 
cork, loofah, paper sparterie, and hats not specially 
mentioned (e.7., of leather). 
Trimmed ladies’ hats (millinery), and trimmed hats 
and caps for children. 
Section L (Waste of Textile Wares and the like). 
Woollen and silk rags ; cloth lists; linen cotton, etc., 
rags (paper stock) and all other textile and similar 
waste for use in papermaking (old nets, old ropes 
and string, old healds, no longer suitable for their 
original use) ; and textile and similar waste for other 
purposes (wool dust manure, manurial silk waste, 
ete.). 
sae re-export of the goods specified above is allowed so far 
as thev have been imported trom toreign countries in the 
“Improvement Trade,’ under Customs control. 





German Customs Tariff (Tariff Nos. 394—543) 
Textile Materials and 
Prepared Ornamental 


*Category V. of the 
relates to “‘ Animal and Vegetable 
Manufactures thereof; Human Hair ; 
Feathers ; and Fans and Hats.” 


NETHERLANDS. 
EXPORT PROHIPITIONS. 


With referenc ‘e to the notice which appeared at page 287 
of the ‘Board of Trade Journai’’ for 28th August, the 
Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign “Office, of 
information to the effect that a recent Dutch Royal Decree 
re-iniposes for the present the prohibition on the exportation 
trom the Netherlands of all spirits other than those suitable 
for immediate human consumption. 

The Board are also in receipt ot copy of a Royal Decree, 
dated 30th August, in virtue of which the prohibition on 
the exportation of ether from the Netherlands has been 
ter porarily raised, 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


ARGENTINA. 


PROPOSED PROHIBITION OF EXPORTATION 
OF CERTAIN KINDS OF BEEF. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information from H.M. Minister at Buenos Aires, 
to the effect that a Bill was introduced by the Executive 
into the Argentine Legislature on the 8th August, with the 
object of prohibiting, for three the export of meat 
from cows, no matter what system of preservation may have 
been used. 

















vears. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





BILL TO PROMOTE THE PRODUCTION OF 
TUNGSTEN ORES, ETC. 
The following Notice gives the substance of a Bill 


(H.2.4437) whie h has passe ed the United States House of 
Representatiy es and is new understood to be before the 
Senate, ‘‘to provide Revenue for the Government to promote 
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C USTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 





the production of Tungsten Ores and manutactures thereot 
in the United States.” 

The Bill provides that on and after the day following its 
passage as an Act the following rates of duty shall be levied, 
collected, and paid upon the articles named therein, when 
imported from any foreign country into the United States, 
wor into any of its possessions : — 

(1) Crude tungsten, ores, and concentrates, 10 dols. 
per unit of tungstic trioxide therein contained, a unit 
being defined as 1 per cent. of a short ton of 2,000 
pounds, namely, 20 pounds of tungstic trioxide ; 

(2) Metallic tungsten, tungsten powder, ferrotungscen 
{lump and pulverised), ferrotungsten powder, commercial 
tungstic acid, calcium tungstate, sodium tungstate, and 
all other salts of tungsten and other manufactured 
materials containing tungsten, including high-speed 
tungsten steel, all alloy steels containing tungsten, and 
all other compounds containing tungsten not specifically 
provided for, 1 dol. per pound of tungsten contained 
therein. 

The Bill also provides that there shall be levied, assessed, 
and collected upon all tungsten ore and concentrates which 
have been imported, prior to the passage of the measure, 
from any foreign country and held or kept within the L nited 
States, when such cre has been purchased by the owner there- 
of at a price less than 17 dols. per unit of tungsten trioxide 
therein contained, a tax equal to the difference between the 
purchase price so paid by the owner and the price named 
above. 

The provisions of the measure are not to be deemed to 
repeal any Tariff now existing upon any substances or 
materials mentioned therein. - 

([Note.—Under the existing United States Tariff Act 
iungsten-bearing ores of all kinds are at present admitted 
tree of duty (Tariff No. 663), and tungsten or wolfram metal 
and ferrotungsten pays 15 per cent. ad valorem (Tariff No. 
102). High-speed steel also pays duty at the rate of 15 per 
cent. ad valorem. | 


Openings for British Trade. 


{NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
““Openings” by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. . ao 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, London, 
§.W.1. 

Replies must be sent to the Department, and not to 
its Overseas Officers, except where otherwise stated.) 











BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. | 
NEW SOURUVES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Applications 
are frequently received at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence) from firms in all parts of the 
United Kingdom and abroad, who wish to get into communica- 
tion with British manufacturers or producers of various classes ot 
eods with a view to obtaining supplies. | 
An application has been recorded during the past week for the 
names of manufacturers of the following (among other) articles :— 
Combs (aluminium, and plated metal). 
Pipe mouthpieces (rubber). . - 
British manufacturers of the articles now in a position to 
supply are invited to make application for the name of the en- 
quirer. 








AUSTRALIA. 

OILMEN’S STORES. CHEMICALS AND SOFT GOODS.— 
A manufacturers’ agent and broker in Brisbane desires to get 
into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of oilmen’s stores, 
chemicals and soft goods, with a view to undertaking their repre- 
sentation, in Queensland. The enquirer desires to act on a com- 
mission basis, but, should the business merit it, would be pre- 
pared to travel the whole of Australia. He has had many years’ 
experience among the large business houses in these lines, and 
is well aualified to represent United Kingdom firms. (Reference 
No. 673.) 

MANCHESTER GOODS, DRESS GOODS, HOSIERY AND 
UNDERWEAR.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents and indentors 
in Svdney are desirous of securing the representation in Australia, 
on a commission basis, of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
Manchester goods, dress goods, hosiery and underwear. The 
firm have in the past confined their business almost entirely to 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





the handling of Eastern products, have established good con- 
nections throughout the Commonwealth, and have a_ thorough 
knowledge of the soft goods market. (Reference No. ‘ 

BRASS GOODS, TYPEWRITERS, ICE CHESTS, TOYS, 
CLOCKS, ETC.—<An old-established firm of general importers 
and agents in Sydney desire to get into touch with United 
Kingdom manufacturers of brass goods, typewriters, ice chests, 
toys, clocks. art metal ware. imitation leather, go-carts and 
sewing machines, with a view to undertaking their represexta- 
tion in Australia. The enquiring firm is prepared to operate on 
a purely agency or warehouse basis, and also desires to purchase 
these lines direct from manufacturers. A member of this firm is 
at present in England, and wishes to interview manufacturers 
in this connection. (Reference No. 675.) 

DYES FOR LEATHER AND WOOLLENS, TANNER®S’ 
MACHINERY AND SUPPLIES, ETC.—A Sydney import and 
export agent desires to get into touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of dyes ior leather and woollens, tanners’ 
machinery and supplies, lubricating oils in bulk, patent and heavy 
sole leathers. and enamelled leathers for automobile work, with 
a view to undertaking their representation for the whole of 
Australia. It is understood that the enquirer has suitable busi- 
ness connections throughout the Commonwealth, and that he 
= to operate on a commission basis only. (Reference No, 

FURNITURE AND BEDSTEAD MANUFACTURERS’ SUP. 
PLIES AND MACHINERY, BUILDERS’ HARDWARE AND 
FURNISHING DRAPERY.—An old-established firm of general 
importers and agents in Svdney desire to get into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of furniture and bedstead raanv- 
facturers’ supplies and machinery, builders’ hardware and sup- 
plies, furniture {including camp beds, cots, etc.), furnishing 
drapery of all kinds, with a view to undertaking their representa. 
tion in Australia. The enquiring firm is prepared to operate on 
a purely agency or warehouse basis, and also desires to purchase 
these lines direct from manufacturers. A member of this firm is 
at present in England, and wishes to interview manufacturers in 
this connection. (Reference No. 677.) 

CRETONNES, CASEMENT ChOTHS, LACE CURTAINS 
AND CURTAIN NETS, TABLE AND FANCY LINENS.—A 
Sydney firm of manufacturers’ representatives, who have a large 
trade throughout Australia, desire to get into touch with United 
Kingdom manufacturers of cretonnes and casement cloths, lace 
curtains and curtain nets, table and fancy linens. It is stated 
that the head of the soft: goods department of this firm has had 
many years experience in the Australian soft goods trade. 
(Reference No. 678.) 

PIECE-GOODS, HOSIERY, FANCY GOODS, SILVER. 
WARE, FOODSTUFFS, ETC.—<A firm of indent. merchantg in 
Sydney desire to be placed in communication with United King- 
dom manufacturers of cotton and silk piece-goods, hosiery, under- 
wear, fancy goods, silver ware, E.P. ware, and foodstuffs, with 
a view to undertaking their representation throughout Australia. 
The Colonial firm is said to have excellent cinema facilities for 
advertising their goods to the general public. (Reference 
No. 679.) 

ALUMINIUM GOODS. E.P. WARE, CUTLERY, GLASS- 
WARE, CROCKERY, ETC.—An old-established firm of general 
importers and agents in Sydney desires to get into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of aluminium goods, E.P. ware, 
cutlery, glassware, hollowware goods, kitchen and_ cooking 
utensils and crockery, with a view to undertaking their repre- 
sentation in Australia. The enquiring firm is prepared to operate 
on a purely agency or warehouse basis, and also desires to 
purchase these lines direct from manufacturers. A member of 
this firm is at present in England, and wishes to integiew 
manufacturers in this connection. (Reference No. 680. 

. — should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 
HARDWARE.--H.M. Trade Commissioner at Calcutta re- 


ports that a firm of metal merchants in Calcutta desire to get 
into communication with (1) a firm of London metal exporters, 
for the shipment of iron bars, plates, flats, ete. : (2) a firm of 
manufacturers of bolts and nuts, who would be prepared to sample 
them direct and conduct a direct business; (3) a manufacturer 
of steel files. who can supply at competitive prices, and (4) a 
manufacturers of screws. (Reference No. | 

ro pe should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





CANADA, 

WOOLLENS.—A company. with head office at Winnipeg. and 
sub-agencies at all important centres from Port Arthur, Ontario, 
to Victoria, B.C., desire to obtain agencies for United Kingdom 
manufacturers of woollens, for sale on commission, (Reference 
No. 682.) 

RUBBER HOSE AND LINOLEU M.—A firm of manufacturers’ 
agents at Winnipeg, with sub-agencies at all the important centres 
from Port Arthur. Ontario, to Victoria, B.C., desire to obtain 
the agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of rubber hose, 
and linoleum, for sale on commission. (Reference No. 683.) 

CUTLERY AND TABLEWARE.—A firm of manufacturers 
agents at Winnipeg. with sub-agencies at all the important centres 
from Port Arthur, Ontario, to Victoria, B.C., desire to obtain the 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued. 





agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of cutlery and table 
ware, for sale on commission. (Reference No. 684.) 

BOOTS AND SHOKS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents at 
Winnipeg, with sub-agencies at all the important centres from 
Port Arthur, Ontario, to Victoria, B.C., desire to obtain the 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of boots and shoes, 
for sale on commission. (Reference No, 685.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Departine nt of Overseas 
Trade. 

CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER'S ENQUIRIES. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
(fovernment Trade Commissioner's Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further information 
may be obtained :-— 

LINOLEUM.—A firm in Vancouver, who claim to have a 
connection with the largest carpet buyers on the Pacitic Coast, 
are open to represent a first-class United Kingdom manufacturer 
of linoleums, from whom they would like to receive terms and 
prices. , 

INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS, ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent 
and importer in Vancouver desires quotations upon the follow- 
ing :—150 tons soda ash for immediate shipment; 500 tons 
monthly salt cake (sodium sulphate); 200 tons monthly bleaching 
powder (available chlorine 35-37 per cent.) He also wishes to be 
placed in touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of indus- 
trial chemicals and kindred lines for use in the manufacture of 
pulp and paper, paint, soap and laundry supplies, and fertiliser 
materials, with a view to obtaining their representation. 

WooL STEAMER RUCGS.—A Toronto company would hke 
to receive samples and prices from United Kingdom manufacturers 
of wool steamer rugs. - 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

_ TRON AND STEEL GOODS AND MOTOR CARS.—An agent 
in Johannesburg desires to secure the representation of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of iron and steel goods and motor cars. 


(Reference No. 686.) 


ee ———— 


SOUTH AFRICA AND RHODESIA, 

MINING MATERTALS. ETC.—A British firm, one of the 
directors of which is leaving shortly for South Africa, where 
he claims to have already a well-established business and large 
connections, desires to represent United Kingdom firms, in South 
Africa and Rhodesia, for mining materials, including machinery. 
belting, wire ropes, shovels, picks, bolts and nuts. packings. 
steel plates, rails, steel coco-pans, woollen or steel colliery tubs. 
piping, and all classes of irrigation machinery. (Reference No. 
i 


—_— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





BRITISH WEST INDIES, 

COCOA. COPRA, AND COCONUTS: BUYING AGENCIES 
WANTED.—A firm of importers in Trinidad are desirous otf 
representing United Kingdom firms as buying agents for cocoa. 
copra. and coconuts, on a commission basis. (Reference No. 688.) 
auaetaey tie ACTD GAS, WATCHES, IRON, PORTLAND 
EMENT, FERTILISERS, ETC.—A firm of importers are de- 
sous of representing in Trinidad British manufacturers of car- 
bonic acid gas for aerated waters, watches. corrugated galvanised 
ivon, Portland cement, manures, and fertilisers. (Reference No. 


DRY GOODS. LEATHER GOODS. NOVELTIES. CHE 

Y GOODS, LE: , S. NOVELTIES, CHEAP 
PRINTS, FOOTWEAR, AND COTTONS.—A firm of genera! 
commission agents and manufacturers’ agents in Trinidad are 
desirous of obtaining the representation of United Kingdom firms 
— ‘ the — to the British West Indies, of dry goods, 
eather goods, novelties, cheap prints, boots, shoes, and ‘cottons 
g S, : S, S, shoes, cottons. 
(Reference No. 690.) 


—- should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





EGYPT. 

MANCHESTER AND BRADFORD GOODS, COLOURS, 
CHEMICALS, ETC.—A commercial agency established in Alex- 
andria wishes to come into touch with manufacturers of Man- 
chester and Bradford goods, and also dealers in colours varnishes 
and chemical products. (Reference No. 691.) ; : 

Sd ERWARE, CROCKERY, LOCKS, TOOLS, LINEN, 
41C.—A commission agent, established in Alexandria, having 
an intimate knowledge of the languages and customs of Egypt. 
lesires to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of Pelle 
crockery, locks and kevs, tools of all kinds. shoemakers’ ances- 
sories, linen, ete. Firms wishing to do business should send 
catalogues and samples without delay. (Reference No. 692.) 
ae cain TEXTILES, DYES, CHEMICALS, PAINTS. 
; R ( ARS, ETC.—A large firm of importers, of good stand- 
ing, with branches in Cairo and Alexandria. are open ke act on 
exclusive sales agents, in Egypt, for drapery and texti dine 
is aie ce ee “gvpt, tor drapery anc textile firms. 

ter articles which the firm would be willing to place on their 
market are aniline dves, caustic soda. chemicals. paints, varnishes 
distempers, tovs, leather goods, motor cars, motor cycles and 
acessories. British exporters interested are invited to send, 
c.o.d., small sample lots of specialities, together with catalogues 
and price lists. (Reference No. 693.) : S 

HARDWARE, MILL-FURNISHINGS, PAINTS, ETC. 
(CATALOGUES, ETC., WANTED).—A firm of ironmongers in 
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Cairo desire to receive catalogues, advertising matter, samples, 
and quotations of prices from United Kingdom manufacturers and 
exporters of hardware, mill-furnishings, paints, varnishes, and 
lubricating oils. (Reference No. 694.) 
Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 
TENDERS INVITED. 
The Egyptian War Trade Department is calling for tenders 
as follows :— 
SHAVING MIRRORS.—(1) For the supply of shaving mirrors. 
Tenders returnable by 1st October and to remain open 
seven days. 
WOCLLEN JERSEYS AND SOCKS. 
woollen jerseys and socks. 
Tenders returnable by 28nd October and to remain Gpell 
seven days. 
All particulars are obtainable from Sir A. L. Webb, K.C.M.G., 
Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, Westininster, S.W.1. 


(2) For the supply of 


cS 


EUROPE. 


ALSACE-LORRAINE, LUXEMBURG. 

WOOL, COTTON, COTTON AND WOOLLEN TISSUES, 
AND KNITTING YARNS.—An agent in Strassburg desires to 
obtain agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of wool, 
cotton and woollen tissues for Alsace-Lorraine and Luxemburg. 
(Reference No. 695.) 

eee should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





ee ee Se eee 


BELGIUM, 

TEXTILES, TOBACCO AND CIGARS.—A Belgian enquirer 
at Liége desires an agency for a United Kingdom firm for hosiery, 
drapery goods, tissues, woollen goods, silk goods (ready-made 1 
possibie); also for tobaccu and cigars. The applicant ciaims to 
have a good clieniéle (wholesale business). (Reference No. 696.) 

TEXTILES.—An agent in Brussels is desirous of getting into 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of voiles, crepes. 
muslins, shirtings, Oxfords, poplins, velvets (cotton and silk), 
alpacas, cotton and silk fancy iabrics, sateens, cretonnes, and 
mercerised cotton shawls. (Reference No. 697.) 

GENERAL GOODS.—A Belgian enquirer at Ghent desires 
the agencv of a United Kingdom firm for genera] goods. (Refer- 
ence No. 698.) 

HOUSEHOLD UTENSILS.—A_ Belgian enquirer at Ath. 
Hainaut desires to raoresent United Kingdom manufacturers of 
household utensils. (Reference No. 699.) 

MACHINERY, MOTOR CYCLES, ETC., WIRE, SOLDER, 
TOOLS, ETC.—A British firm wish to get into touch, with a view 
to obtaining sole agencies for Belgium, with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of «packing, weighing, loading and unloading 
machines; machines for making food pastes ; agricultural machin- 
ery; small motors attachable to ordinary bicycles (14 to 14 h.p. 
and upwards) ; light motor cycles; piano wire; resistance wiré ; 
insulation material; thermometers; resin solder; electric drills, 
and various tools for the manufacture of boots. The firm state 
that they have had enquiries from large firms in Belgium who 
desive to imnort these goods from the United Kingdom. (Refer- 
ence No. 700.) 

HEMATITE, PIG-IRON, SPIEGEL, ETC.—An enquirer in 
Brussels desires to represent United Kingdom producers of, or 
dealers in, hematite, pig-iron, spiegel, ferro-siliclum, and ferro- 
manganese. He wishes to work on a commission basis now, and 
to take up the sole agency later on. (Reference No. 701.) 

REQUIREMENTS FOR SMELTING WORKS. ETC.—A 
business man at Liége desires to obtain an agency for the sale 
of incandescent electric lamps, all kinds of steels, asbestos, pack- 
ing, beltings, hauling machinery, oiling machinery, machine-tools, 
material for plumbers. and all requirements for the smelting 
works in the Liége district, which he proposes to visit. The 
applicant has been in business for 20 years. (Reference No. 702.) 

CLOTHING, PIECE-GOODS, ETC.—An enquirer at Brussels 
desires to secure the general representation of a United Kingdom 
frm manufacturing clothing for women, including silk and woollen 
knitted coats, material similar to “Luvisca,” coloured cotton and 
silk lawn, voile, and crépes de chire, women’s underclothing, and 
waterproofs, also all kinds of materials and novelties for men 
and women’s wear. The applicant has had many years’ experi- 
ence, and speaks French, Flemish, and English. He would 
accept management of a branch or sole agency. (Reference No. 
705. ) 

COTTON GOODS.—An applicant at Liége desires to obtain an 
agenev with depot for the sale of cotton goods for women’s 
underclothing with good and medium qualities. (Reference 
No. 704.) 

BOOTS AND SHOES.—An enquirer in Brussels desires to 
obtain the ageney of United Kingdom manufacturers of boots and 
shoes. (Reference No. 705.) 

CLOTHS. SPORTING GOODS AND HATS.—An enquirer at 
T jece desires Aan avencyv, with devot for United Kinedom firms 
for hest British cloths. serges, cheviots, woollen materials ; all 
kinds of articles for snorte foothall. tennis. hovine: hats. felt 
and straw, and hats for children. (Reference No. 706.) 

Renlies should be addressed to the Department of Overseis 
Trade. 

















(iia, Aatin RR Ie BAN) 


+) wt 


410 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TBADE—continued. 





CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 

H:M. Chargé d’Affaires at Prague reports the receipt of the 
following enquiry : 

TEXTILES AND) COLONIAL GOODS.—A merchant at Bruex 
is anxious to act as agent for United Kingdom firms dealing in 
textiles and Colomial goods, especially drugs, toodstutts, spices 
i(Referen e No. 107.) 
addressed to the 


and tea. 
Replies should hie 
Trade. 


Depart nient of Overseas 


DENMARK. 
WHIPS, STREET BRUSHES AND COCONUT MATTPING. 
A reliable Danish tirm, established 50 years in Copenhagen, 
and exporting Lo Norway and Sweden, desires to be piaced in 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers dealing in) whips, 
street brushes, and coconut matting. (Reference No. 708.) 
. — should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 


FRANCE. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SUPPLIES.—An agent in Nantes, alread) 
representing a few French firms manufacturing photographic 
appliances, desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of mounts, frames, and photographic supplies. (Ret 
erence No. 709.) 

TEXTILES, LEATHER, TANNING PRODUCTS, BOOTS 
BICYCLES, CHEMICALS, ETC.—A firm of export agents in 
Paris, with extensive organisations, (London ottice), desire to 
obtain exclusive agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
cloth for suitings, Manchester cotton goods, Irish linen goods, 
ready-made shirts, sewing thread, buttons. canvas sail cloth 
and tarpaulins, leather, tanning products, boots, boot polish, 
bicycles and spare parts and chemicals, including boric, citric, 
carbonic and sulphuric acids, permanganate of potash, sulphate 
of copper. for France, Belgium and Roumania, where they have 
offices and representatives. (Reference No. 710.) ) 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN TISSUES. DRESS STUFFS. 
An agent in Elbeuf desires to obtain agencies, on a commission 
basis, for United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton and woollen 
tissues, and men end (Reference No. 
711.) 

COTTON, WOOLLEN AND LINEN GOODS. —An agent. in 
Bordeaux with extensive connections and experience in the cotton 
woollen, and linen YOO ls trade, desires to obtain . 
commission basis. for United 
lines. (Reference No. 712.) 

GLASS. POTTERY AND CUTLERY.—An agent in Paris. 
with experience in British pottery manufacture, desires to obtain 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers ot classware pot 
tery and cutlery. (Reference No. 713.) : | 

HOUSEHOLD UTENSICES, BAZAAR ARTICLES, AND 
MOTOR AC CESSORIES.—An agent in Grasse (Alpes Maritimes) 
desires to obtain the representation of United Kingdom manu- 
tacturers of household utensils, bazaar articles and motor 
accessories, In Monaco and the South of France. (Reference No 
714.) | _ 
_Bt ILDING MATERTALS, PAINTS, VARNISHES, OILS. 
ETC.—The Acting British Consul at Nantes reports that an agent 
1” Nantes, well known in the building trade, desires to obtain 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of building and con- 
structional materials (more especially doors, window frame-work. 
glass. ete.), woed for constructional work, iron. cast iron paints 
varnishes. linseed oi] and all constructional materials for Nantes 
and the West of France. (Reference No. 715.) ’ ga | 
— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 

ade. 


\\ omens dress materials. 


agencies, On a 


Kingdom manufacturers of these 


ad TENDERS INVITED. 

INSTALLATIONS FOR LARGE MODERN HOTEL.—The 
Acting British Consu!-General at Lvons reports that the Society 
of Nouveaux Hotels.” recently established in Twyons. proposes to 
construct a large modern hotel in that town (420 rooms) and invite 
tenders for the following installations - _ | 

Water supply and distribution. 

Heating and ventilating installations. 

Kitchen, scullery, laundry, and refrigerating equipment 

Lifts of all kinds. . | 

Electric light, electric bell. and telephone installati Mm. 

Insulating materials for floors and partitions. 

Tenders. which should be addressed to Monsieur |’ Adminis- 
trateur délegué de la Société, 10, rue des Marronniers Lyons 
should be accompanied hy references. means ¢ f immienned and all 
other particulars. | | | 


_—_—————_—__ __ —_— oe 


GREECE. 

PROVISIONS.—A_ general commission agent, established in 
Salonika, has opened a special section of his provision depirtment 
for dealing with the import of British products, and is desirous 
of undertsking the agencies of United Kingdom firms. (Refer- 
ence No. 716.) : 

HESSTANS; TOBACCO.—A firm of commission agents at 
Salonika desire to obtain sole agencies for United Kingdom ex- 
porters of hessians and strip tobacco. Firms are asked to forward 
catalogues and price lists. c.i.f. Salonica. (Reference No. 717.) 

SUGAR. RICE. CABOTS,. AND PTECE-GOODS.—A genera! 


commission agent and importer at Salonica desires to obtain 
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agencies for United Kingdom firms dealing in sugar, rice, cabots, 
and cotton piece-goods, who are desirous of trading with Mace- 
donia. The epplicant claims to have had long business experience 
and to have good connections. (Reference No. 718.) 

Replies should be atldressed to the Departinent of Overseas 
Trade. 


ES 


ITALY. 
SHIPPING 


House broker, 


AGENT'S SERVICES OFFERED.—A_ Custom 


steamship and forwarding agent in (Genoa. desires 


to represent United Kingdom export houses, in Italy. (Refer- 
ence No, 719.) 
WOOLLEN, COTTON AND LINEN GOODS, HOSIERY, 


ETC.—An agent in Milan, with over 25 years experience, and 
staff of travellers, wishes to obtain agencies on a commission 
basis for United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of woollen, 
cotton and linen goods, handkerchiefs, hosiery, ladies’ wear, ete. 
(Reference No. 720.) 

PLOUGHS AND CHEMICALS.—<An agent in Milan, who has 
had several yearg experience in an engineering firm in the United 
Kingdom, desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of ploughs (horse drawn) and chemicals for the whole 
of Italv. (Reference No. 721.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 


NORWAY. 

BUILDING MATERIALS, ETC.—A firm of wholesale agents 
for building materials, etc., in Christiania desire to obtain sole 
agencies, for Norway, for first-class United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of linoleum, cement, galvanised corrugated sheets, wire- 
netting, sanitary fireclay articles, baths, and enamelled cast iron 
sanitary articles. The firm are anxious to receive price lists, 
catalogues, etc. (Reference No. 722.) 

GROCERIES (CATALOGUES, ETC., WANTED).—A firm otf 
wholesale commission agents for groceries in Christiania desire 
and price ‘ists from United Kingdom ex- 
No. 723.) 


addressed to the Department of Overseas 


to obtain catalogues 
porters. { Reference 

Replies should be 
Trade. 


SICILY. 

H.M. Consul, Palermo, reports the recelpt ot the following 
enquiries : — 

DRAPERY AND COTTON GOODS, PRINTS, WOOLLEN 
SERGES, LINENS.—A firm of agents in the textile trade in 
Palermo. of over 30 years’ standing, desire to obtain agencies for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of drapery and cotton goods, 
prints, woollen serges. twills and linens in Palermo, Catania, 
Messina. (Reference No. 724.) 

SILVERSMITHS’ GOODS.—An agent 
obtain agencies for, or purchase on his own account from, United 
Kingdom manufacturers of cheap toilet services, cigarette cases, 
snuff boxes, etc. (Reference No. 725.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


in Palermo desires to 


SPAIN. 

TINPLATE AND GALVANISED IRON.—A Spanish firm it 
Valencia desire to get into touch with United Kingdom_firms 
exporting tinplate and galvanised iron. (Reference No. 726. ) 

IRON STRAPS, SHEET ZINC, SHEET TIN, TOOLS.—H.M. 
Consul, Malaga, reports that a Spanish merchant of that city 
it desirous of representing, on a commission basis, a United King: 
dom firm exporting iron straps (used for barrels), sheet zine 
galvanised iron roofing and sheet tin (for receptacles for canning) ; 
and also for tools of all classes. (Reference No, 727.) 

H.M. Commercial Secretary, Madrid, reporis the receipt of 
the following enquiries :— 

GHEMIC ALS.—A firm in Malaga desires to be put in touch 
with United’ Kingdom houses dealing in chemical products such 
as oxalic acid, tripoli, emery, bismuth, lac, ammonia, essences, 
ete. (Reference No. 728.) 

LEATHER, GREASES. WATERPROOF GARMENTS.—A 
commission agent of Malaga is desirous of establishing relations. 
on a commission basis, with United Kingdom firms dealing in 
leather, skins, shoes, greases for the treatment of leather and 
for lubricating, and with manufacturers of waterproof garments. 
(Reference No. 729.) 

IRONMONGERY AND KITCHEN UTENSILS.—A business 
man in Madrid is desirous of opening up a commission agency 
in ironmon ‘ery and kitchen utensils of British make. (Reference 


No. 730.) 


Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. . 

RAILWAY EXTENSION : CONCESSIONS OFFERED. 

WADRID-VALENCTA RAILWAY.—The “Gaceta de Madrid ” 
of 2nd September notifies that on 2nd January next tenders will 
he opened at the Department of Public Works of the Spanish 
Ministry of Development (“Fomento ”’) for a concession for the 
construction and working, for a period of 99 years, of a_ normal 
gauge electric railway from Madrid to the port of Valencia. 
The capital required for the undertaking is estimated at 
154,476,713 pesetas, on which interest up to 5 per cent. per 
annum will be. guaranteed by the State The rolling stock re- 








, 





19, 


ots, 
ice- 
nce 


eas 


Ol 


Tes 


bY, 
ind 
ion 
en. 


A. 


las 
‘ed 
1u- 


ole 


its 
le 


( yf 
re 


as 


ee 














SuPTEMBER 2o, 1919. 


————_—$ ——- wr amram - - $$ ———————————— 


—— 


OPENINGS FOR BSITISH TRADE—continued. 





quired to work the line include 20 electric locomotives of 70 
metric tons, 5 saloon cars, 4 sleeping cars, 4 restaurant cars, 20 
first-class carriages, 25 second-class and 60 third class, together 
with a large number of cattle, goods, ete., trucks. The con- 
cessionaire must commence the construction of the line within 
three months from the date of the notification of the award of 
the concession, six vears being allowed for the completion of 
the works. 

MUNGUIA-BERMEO RAILWAY.—According to the *Gaceta 
de Madrid” of 9th September, tenders will be opened at the 
above-mentioned Department of Public Works on 15th Novem- 
ber for the construction and working, for a period of 99 years, 
of a secondary railway, with guarantee of interest by the State, 
from Munguia to Bermeo and Pedernales. The capital required 
for the undertaking is put at 7.372.850 pesetas. At least 3 tender- 
locomotives (of 35 metric tons each). 6 brake-vans, 11 passenger 
coaches, and 28 trucks will be required to start the working of 
the railway. A period of 4 vears will be allowed for the com- 
pletion of the line. 

ZAMORA-ORENSE RAILWAY.- Offers for a concession for 
the construction and working, for a period of 99 vears. of a 
railway from Zamora to Orense are invited by a notice published 
in fhe “Gaceta de Madrid” of 10th September. ‘Tenders will 
be opened on 10th January next. The State will subsidise the 
undertaking to the extent of 60.000 pesetas per kilometre and 
also grant an advance of 15,000 pesetas per kilometre. The 
rolling stock required includes 20 locomotives, 30 coaches, 20 
brake-vans and a large numher of railway wagons, etc. The line 
must be completed within eight vears. 

SPAIN (Canary Islands.) 

PAINTS. ETC.—H.M. Consul, Las Palmas, reports that a 
voung business man of that town desires to secure an agency 
for a United Kingdom house dealing in paints, in which the 
applicant specialises. He is also prepared to undertake com- 
mission business of all kinds. (Reference No. 731.) 

gees should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


_- — 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 
GENERAL SECTION. 


MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT. 

An Order in Council, dated September 22nd, has. been 
issued as tollows :— 

Whereas it is provided by the Ministry of Transport Act, 
1919, that as from such date or dates as His Majesty in 
Council may by Order determine there shall be transterred to 
the Minister of Transport all powers and duties of any Goy- 
ernment Department in relation to— 

(2) Railways. 

(0) Light Railways. 

(c) Tramways. 

(/) Canals, Waterways and Indand Navigations. 

(e) Roads, Bridges and Ferries, and Vehicles and Traffic 
thereon, 

(f) Harbours, Docks and Piers. 

And whereas it is further provided by the said Act that 
His Majesty in Council may by Order except from such 
transfer any particular powers or duties or provide for the 
exercise or performance of any power to duty so excepted 
by the Minister of Transport concurrently or in consultation 
with or at the instance of the Government Department con- 
cerned or by the Government Department concerned concur- 
rently or in consultation with the Minister of Transport : 

And whereas it is further provided that His Majesty may 
by Order make such incidental, consequential and supple- 
mental provisions as may be necessary or expedient for the 
purpose of giving full effect to any transfer of powers or 
duties as aforesaid : 

Now, therefore, His Majesty is pleased, by and with the 
advice of His Privy Council, to order and it is hereby 
ordered as follows :— 

1. This Order may be cited as the Ministry of Trans- 

port (Board of Trade Exception of Powers) Order, 1919. 

2. The date upon which the powers as aforesaid of the 
Board of Trade are transferred to the Minister of Trans- 
port shall be the Twenty-third day of September, 1919. 

3. The particular powers and duties specified in the 

Schedule to this Order shall be excepted from the powers 

and duties of the Board of Trade transferred by the said 

Act to the Minister of Transport. 

SCHEDULE. 
Powers and duties of the Board of Trade in relation to 
matters aturesaid excepted from transfer under this Order. 

All powers and duties under the following enactments : — 

The Lands Clauses Acts— 
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Section 36 of the Railway Company’s Act, 1867. 

Sections 3, 7, 2U, 25 and 31 of the Railway and Canal 
Traffic Act, 1888. 

Sections 5 and 13 ot the Light Railways Act, 1896. 

Powers and duties so tar as they relate to navigation under 
the tollowing enactments: 

Preliminary Enquiries Act, 1851. 

Harbour Transfer Act, 1862, 

Sections 7 to LL of the General Pier and Harbour Acts 
Amendment Act, 1862. 

Any Local, Special or Private Act. 

Powers and duties under Section 8 (in regard to appoint- 
inent of two Commissioners after consultation with persons 
and associations concerned in the use of the River Thames 
as a place of recreation) and subsecttons (1) and (2) of Sec- 
tion 27 of the Port of London Act, 1908. 

A further Order of the same date excepts from the opera- 
tion of the above Order. 

(i) the powers and duties of the Minister of Health 
in regard to the matters aforesaid of giving sanction to 
the borrowing of money by Local Authorities ; 

(ii) the powers and duties of tne Minister of Health 
under the Housing Acts, 1890 to 1919; 

(ili) the powers and duties of the Minister of Health 
with respect to the confirmation of by-laws made by 
Local Authorities other than by-laws made under Sec- 
tion 26 of the Highways and Locomotives (Amendment) 
Act, 1878, and by-laws made under Section 6 of the 
Locomotives Act, 1898. 

Provided that in the exercise of the powers so excepted so 
far as they relate to roads, bridges, vehicles and_ traffic 
thereon the Minister of Health shall act in consultation with 
the Minister of Transport. 

A third Order of the same date transfers the powers and 
duties of the Road Board to the Minister ot Transport. 





RELANATION OF IMPORT PROHIBITIONS. 
The Board of Trade announce that the following goods 
have as from to-day been removed from List ‘‘ A” of pro- 
hibited exports : — 
Malt. 
Beer and Ale. 
Kish-meal and Concentrated Fish. 
Crayfish. 
In explanation of the changes it should be noted that 


vouds on List ** A?’ are prohibited to all destinations. 


THE NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT. 
Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, Sub- 

Section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, and 

No. 11 of the Statutory: Rules and Orders, No. 265, of I9IS, 

Non-Ferrous Metal Industry, that licences under the Non- 

errous Metal Industry Act have been granted by the Board 

of Trade to the undermentioned companies, or individuals : — 

Bint and Co., 10, Arthur Street, King William Street, 
London, E.C. 4. 

Birmingham Phosphorising and Alloy Casting Co., Ltd., 
Berkiey Street, Birmingham. 

Hamburger, Abraham, lla, New Street, Birmingham. 


POSTAL SECTION. 


PARCEL POST TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

In future one Despatch Note and one set of Customs 
Declaration forms may be used for two or three (not more) 
uninsured parcels sent by post to any Foreign Country, with 
the exception of Cuba. Such parcels must be clearly marked 
by the senders, either in manuscript or by means of a 
printed label, ‘tone of a batch.’? Each insured parcel must 
have a separate set of papers. 





ORDERS CANCELLED. 


FOOD ORDERS. 

The Food Controller has revoked the Swedes (Prices) Order, 
1917, as from the 11th September, 1919. Swedes may now be 
sold in Great Britain free from all the restrictions formerly 
imposed, but the Mangels and Swedes (Prices) (Ireland) 
Order, 1917, is still in force as respects sales of swedes in 
Ireland. 

The Food Controller has also revoked the Horseflesh (Sales) 
Order, and The Barley (Export from Ire!and) Order, 1918. 
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Commercial Returns. 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Variovs Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 38 weeks ended 18th September, 
1919 : — 


Week 38 Weeks Week 35 Weeks 
ended ended ended ended 
18th Sept., 18th Sept., iSth S»pt., [8th Sept 
1919. 1919. 1919. 1919. 





IMPORTS. Exrorts. 





Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
American sag .. 380,634 2,051,047 631 25,076 
Brazilian - a 508 14,400 | _— 572 
East Indian .. oe — 101,360 2,891 35,901 
Egyptian - .- 30,578 379,862 2,499 49,173 
Miscellaneous a 4,905* 179,246 2,327 4,912 





Total .. 66,625 2,725,915 8,348 115,634 


*[ncluding 3,998 bales British East African. 

tIneluding 7,217 bales British West Indian, 8,102 bales 
British West African, 16,263 bales British East African, 
and 4,972 bales Foreign East African. 





BANKRUPTCY RETURNS—ENGLAND AND 
WALES. 





Number of Receiving Orders and Administration Orders (Deceased . 


Debtors’ Estates) gazetted in the undermentioned Principal Trades 
and Occupations during the periods indicated: — 


hight 
August Months ended 
4 + 
AUGUST, 


1918. 1919. I918. 1919, 


ee ee a + oe ——$ + — ae ee, 








No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted .. os a 47 62 46) 459 
Number gazetted in principal trades 
and occupations :— 

Bakers - - ei - 

Boot and Shoe Manufacturers 
and Dealers 

Carpenters and Joiners im 

Chemists. Druggists and Chemical 
Manufacturers 

Engineers (Civil) . 

Farmers and Graziers - 

Fishmongers, Poulterers and Mer- 
chants = 

G;ardeners, Market 

(;reengrocers, Fruiterers, ete. 

(;rocers ‘ - 

Merchants, General - - 

Paper Manufacturers and Mer- 
chants... - a 

Printers and Publishers .. 

Provision Merchants e a 

Publicans, Hotel Keepers aad 
Beerhouse Keepers... . 

Ship, Tug. Barge and_ Boat 
Builders .. oa - 


Travellers, Commercial 





NOTICE. 





Tie price of the ‘Board of Trade Journal” is 6d. (64d. 
post free.) Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdem. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free ; 

The Editorial Offices are at 7, Whitehall Gardens, London, 
S.W. 1. All editorial communications should be addressed 
to **The Editor.’’ 

The Publishers (to whem should be addressed all communi- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
Wc. 2, or branches (see Cover), 
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CORN PRICES. 

Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 20th 
September, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


—_—— + - —— 





Average Price. 


Wheat. Barley. 
s. d. s. d.| 3s. d. 
Week ended 20th Sept.,1919 .. 73 4 | 94 | 61 3 
Corresponding week in— | 
912 (t.. és _ |  F 29 | 19 6 
1913... és - ..| Sl 6 =O | 17 9 
1914... ¥s - ..| 87 6 | 2 | 23 2 
1915... es _ .. 43 3 39 | 2 1 
eee Tt 533 | 380 9 
1917 .. ‘a - | ww & 56 ! 45 8 
1918 .. ‘ee - ..| 72 6 60 49 1] 


*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of cats. 





FISHERY STATISTICS FOR AUGUST, 1919, 


The following statement shows the quantity and value of fish 
landed on the English and Welsh, Scotch and Irish coasts during 
the month of, Auzust 1919, as compared with 1918 :— 


Month of August. 





1918. 1919. 








Quantity. Value. 
England and Wales— cwt. £ 
Fish, excluding shell 
fish ‘a .. 403,282 1,150,509 $36,165 | 1,283,621 
Shell fish .. ia --- 32,°84 —— | 24,933 


| 1,308,564 


Quantity.| Value. 
cwt. £ 








1,183,393 —_ 


ee ES Gee ecu 


Total value 





Scotland - 
Fish, excluding shell | 
fish - ..| 015,08: 499,920 1,093,058 | 608,807 
Shell fish .. 7 6,151 — | 6,017 
506,071 ais 614,824 


- owe - —_ ~ ~ eer ee ———_—— i A 


Total value 


ireland— 
Fish, excluding shell 
- 66,260 43,719 32,750 
3,184 —- 2,529 


TTT 


fish 
Shell fish 


Total value 69,444 —_ | 35,279 


In addition, 10,589 ewt. valued at £13,485, were reported to have 
been landed at English and Welsh ports by Belgian fishing vessels 
during the month. 


—_— 
ae 


BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED, 

Nell’s Nationa! Directory (South A merican Edition).—166, 
leet Street, E.C.4. 10s. net. 

The Directory is published in eight editions, as follows:— 
English for Overseas Dominions, U.S.A., India, ete. 
French tor France and Colonies. 

Spanish for Spain and Colonies. 
Spanish for South America. 
Poituguese for Portugal and Colonies. 
Portuguese for Brazil. 

Italian for Italy and Colonies. 
Russian for Russia. 

Its object is to put into the hands of buyers and sellers 
in all parts of the world, in compact form, an index of a’ 
the trades and industries in the United Kingdom print 
in the language of the country to which the volumes ™: 
sent. The volumes contain the names and addresses of over 
100,000 of the leading makers of, and dealers in all kinds 
of goods, produced, sold, or bought in the United Kingdom, 
and should prove of valuable assistance to those wishing 
get into touch with the British manufacturer and merchant, 
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